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. ; Israel, PLO economic chiefs meet 

Av raham Sbohat and Palestine 
Ujer^ooOrwmsatton (PLO) economic chief Ahmad Quriea met in 
ttms Monday for talks on Palestinian economic self-rule, deleration 

P** of “EPtiations on the cconmnic 
aspects of the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and the Jericho 

06x1 week. An Israeli spokesman said the 
was ewgtait but the two sides had ^eed not to disclose 
** d P^iarKfconcemed to as££ 
a national identity and fcanflg Israeli economic dominance, were 

for * “““Pjf ^'y °pen market between the 
Jewish state and the self-govennng Palestinian territories. “For the 
moment, pohhes seems to be dominating economics,’ said one 
mptomat feimUar with the discussions. Another source said the t*iu 
conduced ‘ in the conditioflal tense” because it was not 
dear whether the Palestinian leadership would accept a customs union 

di IS™*®* QTO bccn Womted director-general of the 
Palestinian Bpnomie Development Council which is to administer the 
economy of the self-governing areas and manage international aide 
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Arafat, Peres to meet in Spain 

PARIS (AP) — Palestine leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Penes are expected to meet this week in Spain for the 
first time since the Israeli- Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO! 
peace was signed in September. The U.N. Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) said both men had accepted 
invitations to attend an Internationa/ symposium called “peace. The 
Day After,” to be held Thursday and Friday in Granada. “We've just 
learned that Mr. Arafat is coming and it will be the first meeting 
between him and Peres since their handshake in Washington," said 
UNESCO’s spokeswoman. Hike Salas. Mr. Peres had previously 
confirmed his attendance, according to UNESCO, however, the 
Israeli foreign ministry said Monday it was not sure of his plans. “In a 
communique, UNESCO said the Granada symposium's goal is to 
establish a free and fruitful dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian 
intellectuals.” Participants will “exchange views on how a common 
future could be shaped in the MiddieEast,” UNESCO said. “They 
will also discuss the moral and intellectual requirements for transition 
from a culture of war to a culture of peace.” 
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His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher Monday hold t»n« 


■attended by top-level delegations (Photo by 
Yoosef AJ ‘Allan) 


Peace only after all 
issues solved — King 

rtoeST Christopher acknowledges Aqaba siege; 
talks focused more on economic aspects 


icd Afcgiic?i 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Monday Jordan 
was seeking to address all the 
topics included in the agenda it 
has signed with Israel and that 
peace would come aftes these 
issoes have been resolved." 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence after talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, the King said 
“considerable ground” had 
been covered in die quest for 
peace, but much work re- 
mained to be done. 

“I believe in the need to 
continue positive movement 
towards peace as much as we 
can,” the King said. “Our view 
has been, ami will be, that 
peace should come as a crown- 
ing achievement after resolving 
all these problems.” 

The t a lks Mr. Christopher 
held with King Hussein and 
other officials here after arriv- 
ing here from Syria (see page 
10) appeared to have focused 
more on economic aspects of 
the peace process rather than 
the nitty-gritty political details 
of the peace negotiations. 

Mr. Christopher, echoing a 
theme that appeared to have 
been given new emphasis dur- 
ing his current Middle East 
troubleshooting mission, said 
all parties involved in the 
peace process could reap the 


benefits of a comprehensive 
Middle East peace settlement. 

Dwelving for the first time in 
public into issues of substance 
that he discussed in Jordan, 
Mr. Christopher acknow- 
ledged that Jordan was facing 
severe economic consequences 
from the de facto blockade on 
Aqaba port as a remit of the 
international sanctions against 
Iran. 

“We take back to Washing- 
ton a very strong need to 
address this issue and to recog- 
nise that the blockade is inflict- 
ing severe consequences on 
Jordan of an unintended 
kind,” he said. 

On another level, he said, 
the Clinton administration had 
started “consultations on Capi- 
tol Hill” on aid to Jordan. He 
did not give any details. 

Sources have said that Jor- 
dan was expecting Washington 
to write on its nearly $1 billion 
debts to the U.S. 

Mr. Christopher elaborated 
on the theme of economic be- 
nefits from the peace process. 

“We discussed investment 
issues, trade issues and a 
tremendous promise of tour- 
ism to this area which would 
create hundreds of thousands 
of jobs.” 

He said the meeting discus- 
sed “a number of options, like 
the possible calling of confer- 
ence in the trade and invest- 
ment areas." 
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His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. Secretary of StateWarrai 
Christopher hold a joint press conference Monday (Photo by 
Rana Hossemi) 


“This is a simple idea in the 
process of exploration," Mr. 
Christopher said, without dis- 
closing any details. 

Mr. Christopher said that 
U.S. military cooperation with 
Jordan would also be stepped 
up next year. 

The Amman talks covered 
-progress in the U-S. -mediated 
Jordanian-Israeli economic 
cooperation talks. 

On a possible delay to the 
December 15 target for agree- 
ment on an Israeli army with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho, Mr. Christopher said 
it was op to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel. 

“Israelis and Palestinians 
will be the best source of in- 
formation as to whether any 
delay is necessary and how 
much delay,” he said. “I think 
they are anxious to proceed. 

‘ f What I heard from (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
was a sense of the importance 
of staying on the overall targets 
set down “in the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accord, be said. 

The United States is com- 
mitted to a comprehensive 
peace in the region, the secret- 
ary of state stressed, caution- 
ing against complacency 
although progress was being 
made. 

“In an overall sense, we are 
certainly not losing mound, we 
are gaining ground. But having 
said that, I am not at all com- 
placent. I think everyone here 
understands that we must 
reach agreements as soon as 
possible,” he said. 

“But they must be good 
agreements/’ 

“I think the difficulties that 
have taken place in the last 
several days in the occupied 
territories are a reminder of 
the need to move with deter- 
mination.” 

While in Amman Mr. 
Christopher also held talks 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Christopher, later held a 
meeting with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat at the American 
embassy in Amm an. He left 
for Israel after that meeting. 


Deputies continue to level charges, 
criticism at Cabinet in Parliament 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opposition de- 
puties Monday pelleted the 
government with criticism 
while those who support it 
defended its policy ana praised 
its achievements on the second 
day of debate on a vote of 
confidence in the Cabinet of 
Prime Minister Abdul S alam 
AJ Majali. 

Criticism of the government 
centred on what many deputies 
called the undemocratic prac- 
tices of the Cabinet, its disre- 
spect for the legislature, discri- 
mination among citizens and 
participation in the peace pro- 
cess. 

While some deputies praised 
the abilities and records of Dr. 
Majali and his ministerial 
team, others asserted that the 
prime minister and his Cabinet 
members were incapable of ris- 
ing up to the challenges facing 
the country. 

The issues that dominated 
the first day of the confidence 
session on Sunday also occu- 
pied the major parts of the 
speeches of the 22 deputies 
who took the floor during the 
debate that lasted into the ear- 
ly hours of the evening. 

Though the government 


came under more fine from 
deputies who castigated its dis- 
solution of Parliament and un- 
ilateral changes of the Election 
Law, there were no indications 
that it will not be able to win a 
vote of confidence. 

Most observers and deputies 
said the Cabinet will win the 
confidence of the deputies, but 
its mandate will be very limited 
as not more than 45 deputies 
are expected to vote in its 
favour. 

Deputies will prove disloyal 
to their electorate if “they give 
a vote of confidence to this 
government which has demon- 
strated that its (style) of gov- 
ernment has nothing to do with 
democracy,” Deputy Toujan 
Faisal (Amman Third District) 
said in a speech full of criticism 
of the government and its re- 
cord. 

While many lawmakers 

S oke in support of the 
ibinet’s decentralisation 
programme. Ms. Faisal, Jor- 
dan s first female deputy, 
attacked the programme as a 
flawed practice that would con- 
solidate the power of the 
Ministry of Interior and its 
employees, the administrative 
rulers. 

Ms. Faisal also accused the 
government of irregularities 


during the Nov. 8 polls, claim- 
ing the elections would not 
have been honest had it not 
been for the “care” of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputies joined Ms. Faisal in 
attacking the decentralisation 
programme of the Cabinet 
saying it would give more pow- 
er to administrative rulers at 
the expense of elected councils 
in the govemorates and cities 
of the Kingdom. 

Three IAF deputies who 
spoke Monday attacked the 
government's participation in 
the peace negotiations and de- 
manded that the country with- 
draw from them. 

They said the peace talks 
would constitute a recognition 
of the “Jewish” occupation of 
Arab land and people and con- 
demned the Jordan-Israel 
agenda for peace negotiations 
as a prelude to the normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel. 

Such a development, they 
said, would lead to “Jewish” 
cultural, economic and politic- 
al dominance of the Muslim 
Nation. They said the official 
media were promoting the 
peace process and warned 
against “developing” school 
curricula in a way that would 
pave the way for normalisation 


of relations with Israel. 

“The policy statement men- 
tioned the Jews as the sons of 
Abraham and not as the ene- 
mies," IAF Deputy Bassam 
Amousfa (Zarqa) said, express- 
ing rejection of the Gaza- 
Jericho accord and the Jordan- 
Israel agenda and warning 
against Israeli plans to build “a 
substitute homeland” in Jor- 
dan for the Palestinians. 

Other lawmakers, however, 
endorsed the participation in 
the peace process provided 
they lead to a just and compre- 
hensive settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

IAF deputies were among 
other lawmakers who empha- 
sised the need for strengthen- 
ing national unity and ensuring 
equal rights for all citizens. 
They said, however, that the 
government's practices bad 
worked to weaken rather than 
strengthen unity among 
citizens. 

Deputies said the govern- 
ment has practised favouritism 
and nepotism in the employ- 
ment of civil servants, reserv- 
ing certain positions, especially 
in the foreign service, to select 
segments of society. 

The IAF deputies said they 
were also withholding confi- 
dence from the government 


because it had not indicated its 
willingness to move towards 
the implementation of Islam in 
Jordan. 

They called on the govern- 
ment to improve its ties with 
the Muslim and Arab worlds 
because the “division” of the 
nation has weakened the 
Arabs and Muslims before 
their enemies. 

Similar demands were made 
by other deputies who said 
Jordan has always worked to 
improve ties among Arabs. 

Any improvement of rela- 
tions with Arab Gulf states, 
however, should not be accom- 
panied with any “concessions 
that harm the interests of the 
country, (and better ties) with 
Saudi Arabia should not come 
at the expense of keeping the 
sanctions against Iraq,” said 
Deputy Rateb At Saud 
(Tafileh). 

Common among the de- 
mands of the deputies were 
calls for fairness in ensuring 
university admission for afl 
Jordanians, introduction of 
new taxes, keeping subsidies 
for basic goods and more effec- 
tive policies in dealing with the 
problems of poverty and un- 
employment. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Arafat evasive on 
economy accord 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Monday de- 
scribed the talks he held Sun- 
day night with His Majesty 
King Hussein as very warm 
and positive, but dodged a 

Q uestion when he would en- 
orse a draft accord on econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
planned interim Palestinian 
autonomous territory and the 
Kingdom. 

Answering questions at a 
brief press conference at the 
U.S. embassy after meeting 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Mr. Arafat said 
Jordanian-Paiestmian relations 
were “very strong” and did not 
depend on “signing an agree- 
ment here or an agreement 
there.” 

He cited a Jordanian -Palesti- 
nian confederation as the ulti- 
mate objective as endorsed in 
1983 by the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), and implied 
that any agreement discussed 
or under review by six joint 
committees, including a panel 
on economic cooperation, was 
not a major factor as long as 
snch a Jordanian-Paiestinian 
relationship remained as the 
goal. 

Informed PLO sources said 
Mr. Arafat’s argument was 
that it was premature to final- 
ise the draft economic agree- 
ment. His point is that the 
PLO “has only received prom- 
ises and pledges and it has 
nothing in hand,” and there- 
fore his to hold out for “as 
much concrete assistance as 
possible” before committing 
himself into any accord. 

Furthermore, Mr. Arafat 
also argues that any agreement 
with Jordan should be within 


the framework of a future con- 
federation between two 
sovereign entities. 

Jordanian officials have 
made no secret of their desire 
to have the document en- 
dorsed as soon as possible so 
that the Kingdom could go 
ahead with groundwork 
needed to assume supervision 
of the banking and currency 
affairs of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The PLO sources said none 
of the “inner circle" of Arafat 
favoured the PLO chairman’s 
quest for independent Palesti- 
nian monetary authorities to 
be set up during the interim 
five-year autonomy period in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Stnp. 

“The dominant feeling 
among PLO experts is that no 
time should be wasted in sign- 
ing the accord with Jordan if 
omy because it would remove a 
lot of uncertainties from 
among Palestinians who are in 
a position and are willing to 
contribute materially and 
otherwise to building Palesti- 
nian economy," said a source 
close to the PLO chairman. 

However, some of the Ara- 
fat aides agree with the argu- 
ment of the PLO leader tbatne 
should not sign any agreement 
with any party lest such 
accords could be used by Israel 
to deny Palestinian nation- 
hood. 

But that point does not have 
any bearing on the economic 
accord, Jordanian officials say. 
They say that the principles 
included in the draft accord do 
not preclude Palestinian 
sovereignty and “leave all op- 
tions open for the Palesti- 
nians,” as one of them put it. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Two Palestinians and two settlers killed 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians kil- 
led two settlers and wounded 
three others after their car 
broke down near Hebron on 
the occupied West Bank Mon- 
day while Israeli soldiers killed 
a Palestinian elsewhere, milit- 
ary officials said. 

All five hit in the attack at 
the settlement of Givat Habar- 
sina were from the same fami- 
ly. A father and son were 
killed and . three children 
wounded. 

A '54-year-old Palestinian 
shot by settlers at the wheel of 
his car on Saturday in Hebron 
died on Sunday provoking calls 
for revenge. 

Two Israelis were woumteJ 
in a firebomb attack on their 
bus in the occupied West Bank 

north of Jerusalem, security 

sources said. 

The aback, near the village 


of A1 Jib, occurred just two 
hours after the two settlers 
were killed. 

The army ann ounced a cur- 
few had been clamped on 
Palestinians living in the Heb- 
ron area as dozens of angry 
settlers gathered at the site of 
Mondays killing. 

Settlers pelted rocks at pas- 
sing cars with Arab number- 
plates and turned several vehi- 
cles over, state radio reported. 

Soldiers and journalists were 
insulted by the crowd. 

A major manhunt was laun- 
ched for the assailants. 

“A car carrying passengers 
was standings, it’s not dear 
why they were standing, 
whether because of a problem 
or to take passengers. Then 
terrorists opened fire/' West 
Bank settler council spokes- 

(Continued on page 10) 




Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat Monday meets 
U.S. Secretary of Stale Warren Christopher at 


the American embassy residence in Amman 
(Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Arafat meets Christopher, 
insists on Dec. 13 deadline 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


A Palestinian woman and an Israeli soldier pi 
each other in a street of the West Bank town 
Hebron Monday, a day of strike called 


Mami e Jihad to mark the 
the intifada (AFP photo) 


AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Monday insisted 
that there should not be any 
delay in the implementation of 
the Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord, but it appeared that he 
was waiting for Israeli re- 
sponses to some conditions he 
sent through U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

He said Israel should pull 
out from Gaza Strip and 
Jericho next week ana chal- 
lenged Israeli leaders to take 
steps to enable the two sides to 
implement the historic accord 
sijpied in Washington on Sept. 

In a brief joint press confer- 
ence after a meeting with Mr. 
Christopher, Mr. Arafat 
appeared unwilling to concede 
to Israel’s demand to delay its 
pullout later than Dec. 13. 

But the PLO chairman, who 
is said to be aware that dead- 
line will not be met, was 
apparently trying to ensure 
that some land of change takes 
place on the ground by Dec. 13 
to maintain support for the 
process among the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Arafat appealed public- 
ly to Mr. Christopher to help 
start an Israeli withdrawal next 
week. 

The U.S. official stayed 
away, publicly at least, from 
siding with either side but 
promised to convey Mr. Ara- 
rat’s view to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

But Mr. Christopher said 
that he has heard “the urgency 
that the chairman attaches to a 
prompt conclusion... and cer- 
tainly when I see Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin I will pass 
on to him the concern that 
Chairman Arafat has.” 

Meanwhile in Israel Mr. 
Rabin seemed confident that 
the PLO would have to accept 
a two- or three- week delay. 


“I am convinced that a delay 
of about two weeks to reach ah 
accord on the application of 
the first phase, that is to say 
the Gaza and Jericho first, is 
something that is understood 
between the two sides,” he 
said. 

From the PLO viewpoint, 
according to Palestinian offi- 
cials, if a delay takes place it 
will be a de facto delay dictated 
by Israel rather than an under- 
standing between the two 
rides. 

Although it was not possible 
last night to learn about the 
actual Arafat-Christopher 
talks, the statements indicated 
that Mr. Arafat had stuck to 
his guns and insisted that Israel 
address the sticking points to 
pave the way for the imple- 
mentation of the accord on 
time. 

He pointed out that the 
three stumbling blocs re- 
mained the dispute were over 
the Jericho area that will be 
included in Palestinian auton- 
omy, the release of Palestinian 
political prisoners and Israeli 
withdrawal. 

According to PLO officials. 
Mr. Arafat did not expect 
Israel to adhere to the deadline 
but was going to insist at least 
to start some sort of process on 
Dec. 13, even if by beginning 
with initial tiny steps. 

“Something has to start on 
that date or else the situation 
could blow out of hand,” said 
one PLO official. “A partial 
withdrawal or even the begin- 
ning of the return of PLO 
personnel could keep the 
momentum going.” 

In an attempt to fend the 
pressure on him to formally 
accept a delay, Mr. Arafat 
threw the ball back into the 
Israeli court holding Mr. Rabin 
responsible for obstructing the 
process. 

Asked by a journalist if he 


was ready to show flexibility, 
Mr. Arafat shot back: “This 
question should be asked to 
Mr. Rabin. He is tbe one who 
has to be flexible. He has the 
upper hand (because he is the 
one) occupying my land.” 

Sources close to the PLO 
leader said that he was serious- 
ly concerned that a delay, 
especially by his own consent, 
could undermine faith in the 
process and in the PLO among 
the Palestinians. 

They said any son of a sym- 
bolic beginning of the imple- 
mentation, within a clear 
timetable of the actual with- 
drawal, could make a differ- 
ence to Mr. Arafat's position. 

Both Mr. Christopher and 
Mr. Arafat said that they dis- 
cussed Palestinian prepara- 
tions in terms of setting up the 
economic structures to receive 
the assistance. 

Mr. Christopher made posi- 
tive hints about the progress of 
the Palestinian preparations, 
but indicated that more key 
economic and political deci- 
sions need to be made by the 
Palestinians. 

But he also pointed out that 
“credible structures were 
needed,” in a strong allusion to 
the apparent lack of confi- 
dence in the way the PLO was 
setting np councils and com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Arafat is believed to have 
complained to Mr. Christopher 
about the delay of funds from 
donors who have pledged to 
finance the Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Thus in his public statements 
Mr. Christopher responded 
that the Palestinians should first 
take key decisions and fonn 
the necessary structures. 
“Once these decisions are 
made, the international (com- 
munity) can help more quick- 
ly," Mr. Christopher said. 

But PLO officials said, that 
Mr. Arafat was unwilling to 
concede to donors’ demands 
that he leave the decisions for 
experts and economists. 
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$127m pledged to 
UNRWA for 1994 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Vienna 
Pledges of financial and in- 
kind contributions worth some 
S127 million to support the 
work of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) for 1994 were 
announced at the annual 
pledging conference for UN- 
RWA in New York on Friday. 
The conference was attended 
by the representatives of 38 
countries, as well as the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and the 

T&e largest amount pledged 
to UNRWA for 1994 was $70 
million from the United States, 
an increase over previous 
years. Sweden announced that 
it would return its contribution 
to the 1992 level of 146 mil li nn 
kroner, currently equal' to 
some $17 million. Norway 
pledged some $9 million ana 
Germany pledged nearly $6 
million to UNRWA for 1994. 

Denmark pledged some $5.6 
million, • including over $2.9 
milli on for the general hospital 
which UNRWA is building in 
the Gaza Strip, while also 
pledging to continue under- 
writing the running costs of 
UNRWA's training centres at 
Ramallah in the west Bank. 
The Netherlands pledged some 
$4.7 million for 1994. 

Switzerland announced a 
pledge combining cash and 
food assistance totalling some 
$6.7 million. France's pledge 
of nearly $3 million indudes 
some $100,000 for the rehous- 
ing of displaced Palestinians in 
Lebanon. 

Australia pledged some $2 
milli on to UNRWA during its 
1993-94 fiscal year ending in 
June, including a special con- 
tribution of some $200,000. 
The largest pledge from an 
Arab country was from Saudi 
Arabia, for $1.2 milli on in 
1994. 

The European Co mmuni ty, 
while not making a specific 
pledge for 1994, noted that its 
contribution to UNRWA 
would be substantially in-; 
creased under the agreement it 
is about to conclude with die 
agency covering the period 
1993-95. The EC would allo- 
cate some $111 milli on to UN- 
RWA under that three-year 
agreement. 

A number of countries 
which are normally among the 
largest donors to UNRWA 
attended the conference but 


were not able to announce 
pledges due to their govern- 
ments’ budgetary or par- 
liamentary procedures. These 
included Japan, Italy, the Un- 
ited Kingdom, Finland and 
New Zealand. 

Speaking at the conference, 
the delegate of Jordan under- 
lined the direct contribution its 
government makes to the 
Palestine refugees through the 
provision of services and other 
facilities. The representative of 
Israel also pointed out that it 
provided services and facilities 
for refugees. 

The representative of the 
United States expressed his 
government’s appreciation for 
UNRWA's role in helping to 
create a climate for Middle 
East peace and expressed sup- 
port for the continuing lead- 
ership of Commissioner- 
General liter Turkmen during 
•this critical period in the re- 
gion. 


Assembly 
Sameui J 


Ambassador 
Insanally of 


Guyana. He drew attention to 
UNRWA's 1994 budget re- 


quirements of some $294 mil- 
lion for core programmes 
under its General Fund and 
Funded Ongoing Activities, as 
well as an additional $14.7 
milli on needed for construe-, 
tion and special projects. 

In his statement, Mr. In- 
sanally said it was essential that 
UNRWA's services should continue 
without interruption during the 
transitional period to Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Further, he 
said, the 1.7 milli on Palestine 
refugees living outside the 
occupied territory, in Jordan, 
Lebanon and the Syrian Arab 
Republic, would also continue 
to need the assistance they 
have been receiving under UN- 
RWA's education, health and 
relief and social service prog- 
rammes. 

Speaking at the end of the 
conference, UNRWA Com- 
missioner-General liter Turk- 
men thank ed delegations for 
their pledges and their express- 
ions of support for the work of 
UNRWA and for agency staff. 
Mr. Turkmen said that interna- 
tional financial support in the 
first two years of the interim 
period in the West Bank and 
Gaza would be of critical im- 
portance. 


Referring to the agency’s 
efforts over the past year to 
overcome a serious shortfall in 
funding for its regular and 
emergency programmes, the 
commissioner-general said that 
the austerity measures taken 
by the Agency were having an 
impact on the quality of UN- 
RWA’s programmes and ser- 
vices to Palestine refugees. If 
funding were received even 
now for 1993, the most serious 
austerity measures would be 
unfrozen, he said, and salary 
scales for staff in certain areas 
of operation would be adjusted 
to take account of cost-of-lrv- 
ing increases winch were caus- 
ing them hardship. 

Since the signing of the Dec- 
laration of Principles between 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation and Israel on Sept. 13, 
Mr. Turkmen said, UNRWA 
had received strong express- 
ions of support for its Peace 
Implementation Programme, 
which has identified some $100 
million worth of short-term 
projects to improve services 
ana infrastructure in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Parallel 
to this, he said, UNRWA had 
also identified projects to up- 
grade facilities and improve 
services for Palestine refugees 
in die Agency’s three other 
Fields of operation. 

“The next few years will be 
crucial for the build-up to- 
wards a comprehensive and 
permanent settlement and last- 
ing peace,” Mr. Turkmen said. 
“In this period, UNRWA .will 
still have a key role to play, in 
particular in the initial two or 
three years within die context 
of economic and social de- 
velopment in support of the 
peace process, not only in the 
west Bank and Gaza, but also 
in Jordan, lebanon and the 
Syrian Arab Republic. It can 
play this role only if it con- 
tinues to enjoy the confidence 
and receive the support of 
donor countries,” Mr. Turk- 
men concluded, (UNRWA 
press release). 


Israel plans pullback despite problem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Israeli army has 
begun budding fallback posi- 
tions for a withdrawal in the 
occupied Gaza Strip despite 
snags in the peace accord for 
Palestinian self-rule and 
mounting violence. 

“Yes, there are the first pre-. 
parations,” Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami told Reuters 
Sunday when asked about an 
Israel Television report on the 
work. 

The television showed bull- 
dozers ploughing through san- 
dy hills ana 1 said they were 
levelling ground for new bases 
between Jewish settlements in 
the Strip. 

Self-rule is set to begin there 
and in the West Bank town of 
Jericho on Dec. 13 but that 
deadline was cast into further 
doubt on Sunday. 

It was not clear from the 
report or Mr. Ben-Ami’s com- 
ments if the new positions met 
with Palestinian approval. 

The extent of the Israeli 
withdrawal is one of the snags 
in talks aimed at ironing out 
the details of a self-rule in 
Gaza and Jericho, along with . 
defining the Jericho area and 
who should control access from 
Egypt to Gaza and from Jor- 
dan to - Jericho. 

Under self-rule, Israeli 


troops would withdraw from 
Palestinian population centres 
and remain only to protect 
settlements. Palestinian police 
would replace them. 

Palestinian negotiators at 
the talks have complained in 
the past that Israel intends 
more of a redeployment than 
withdrawal. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is still 
pressing publicly for the Dec. 
13 deadline to be met 

But a PLO official in Am- 
man said PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat had told Palestinian 
leaders in Tunis they would 
have to accept a delay of two 
weeks in implementing the 
accord. 

“If the PLO would indeed 

when things must end, then 
that would be an important 
contribution toward comple- 
tion of implementation,” an 
Israeli government official 
said. 

Israel Television said the 
government had wanted to 
move troops into Jewish settle- 
ments in the Gaza Strip but the 
residents refused. 

Mr. Ben Ami denied that 
had been the plan: “There is 
no way to protect the settle- 
ments if not to put the bases 
next to the settlements... you 
can't protect yourself only 


from the inside.” 

Islamic Jihad, a group 
opposed, to the peace deal, 
took its fight to the heart of 
Israel Sunday, attacking a 
commuter bus near Tel Aviv. 
The man who carried out the 
attack and an Israeli were 
killed. 

Israeli government ministers 
called for security forces to act 
more forcefully against Jewish 
settlers who broke the law. 

They were reacting to Jewish 
settlers who opened fife with 
submachine guns in the West 
Bank city of Hebron on Friday 
and Saturday, killing one 
Palestinian arid wounding at 
least five. 

Since the peace accord, 
which provides Palestinian 
autonomy in stages, was made 
public in September, 33 
Palestinians and 16 Israelis 
have been killed. 

The latest violence coincided 


with a peace mission by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who arrived in 
Israel on Friday night and 
travelled to Damascus on Sun- 
,;.i\ uV'M hum Mr \i.iidi 
in Amman on \lmnuv before 
returning to Israel. 

Mr. Christopher called for 
an end to violence before he 
left for Syria. He has cautioned 
against nigh expectations from 
his trip. 


Rabin-settler showdown looms on self-rule 


By Colleen Siegel 

Reuter 

HEBRON — Yitzhak Rabin 
blinked in a showdown with 
ultra-nationalist Jews almost 
20 years ago. He allowed 
them to establish a settlement 
that paved the way for dozens 
more in the occupied West 
Bank. 

It is now rematch time and 
the settlers are reaching for 
their guns. 

Mr. Rabin, a political tyro 
when he first became prune 
minister in 1974, says this 
time around he will not allow 
settlers to take the law into 
their hands and wreck Israel's 
peace deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Settler leaders say they 
will stop Pales tinian auton- 
omy — due to go into effect 
on Dec. 13 in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho — before it spreads 
further. 

But the army has yet to 
display firmness against fel- 
low Israelis. On Dec. 3 sol- 
diers stood by — some even 
scampered out of the way — 
when settlers shot up the 
heart of Hebron in broad 
daylight after a settler lead- 
er’s car was stoned. 

The most militant of the 
120,000 settlers promise 
bloodshed in their fight to 
Hold Lands they believe God 
gave the Jews. Others vow 
militant resistance, including 
defiance of Palestinian 
policemen who will patrol 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Noam Federman, a leader 
of tiie right-wing Kach move- 
ment who faces charges of 
threatening Arabs, said re- 
cently as he sipped coffee at 
his home in Heoron: “There 
will be a lot of bloodshed on 


both sides... this will be 
Lebanon." 

Since the Israel-PLO peace 
accord, 32 Arabs and 15 
Israelis have been killed. The 
toll includes two Arabs killed 
by settlers. It does not show 
the wounded and the damage 
caused in settler vigilante 
raids. 

Another Kach leader, 
Baruch Marzel. said: “I think 
that today we have to think of 
more aggressive ways to fight 
this e^I government — I 
won't go into details about 
the wavs." 

On Nov. 26 police revealed 
that a right-wing rabbi had 
been arrested trying to smug- 
gle bomb-making material 
and manuals into Israel from 
the United States. Kach said 
the man acted on his own. 
Police sources say he acted 
for the anti- Arab group. 

Israel seized the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in the 
1967 Middle East war. At 
first, "illegal” settlement — 
in areas not deemed 
“strategically" vital — was 
carried out by a few Jews in 
Hebron. 

ANALYSIS 

But in 1974, 20 families 
occupied a West Bank hilltop 
which they dubbed Eton 
Moreh. After an eight-month 
standoff Mr. Rabm, fearful 
of bloodshed between Jews, 
allowed them to settle in a 
nearby army base. The set- 
tlers had their breakthrough. 

Mr. Rabin has often vowed 
a '‘merciless'’ fight against 
rejectionist Arabs who fail 
Israelis. The most he had to 
say about the settlers was that 
they (fid not “move” him. 

That changed in November 
when a rise in settler vigilante 
raids — thought to be led by 
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A Palestinian peasant ploughs his field next to 
the Israeli settlement of Efrat in the occupied 
West Bank. Jewish settlers are the main Israeli 


opponents to the Sept 13 Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) accord (AFP. 
photo) 


Kach — prompted some 
Arab backers or the peace 
deal to reconsider. Mr. Rabin 
ordered security forces to en- 
force the law “aggressively” 
against settlers. 

Kach's strategy is twofold; 
To put Palestinians in fear of 
settlers and to provoke them 
to go against the accord. 

“Today the only thing that 
protects the Arabs is the 
Israeli army,'* said Mr. 
Maizel. 

Settler moderates also 
promise Mr. Rabin a lot of 
trouble. 

Yesha, the settler group 
made up of mayors of the 
communities housing the set- 
tlers living among nearly two 
million Palestinians, says it 
does not back attacking “in- 
nocent” Arabs. 

But Yesha does not regard 


Palestinian policemen as in- 
nocents. It has called on its 
members to refuse to obey 
the Arab law officers who 
will replace withdrawing 
Israeli troops. 

Mr. Marzel, who calls 
Kach Yesha ’s “commando” 
force, said: “If a terrorist 
comes to me with a gun, even 
if he has the tag of a Palesti- 
nian police, I’ll kill him. I’ll 
kill him for sure.” 

Yesha dissociates itself 
from Kach, saying the pen- 
chant for violence obscures 
what simple civil disobedi- 
ence can do. 

“Think if there was a 
Palestinian policeman 
there,” said Yesha activist 
Aaron Domb as he drove 
past a West Bank junction. 
“Would I stop? no. Those ten 
other cars on the other side of 


the road — they wouldn’t 
either. So what good is the 
agreement?” 

Other Yesha tactics: Re- 
fusal to allow troops to rede- 
ploy inside its settlements an 
armed force to patrol its com- 
munities under self-rule and 
130 "shadow settlements” — 
one tent or caravan — oppo- 
site existing settlement. 

Settler sources escalate 
Yesha protests could caiate 
from blocking Arab traffic, 
something it has done several 
times already, to tearing up 
roads with tractors. 

Although some settlers 
moved to the territories for 
cheap housing, many others 
are true rebels with a cause. 

“The story has not yet en- 
ded, don't you worry, it has 
only barely begun," Mr.. 
Domb said. 


Reagan 6 set the stage 9 for Iran-contra scandal 


WASHINGTON (AP)The 
Iran-contra prosecutor’s final 
report concludes that Ronald 
Reagan “set the stage” for 
the scandal’s illegal activities 
and .George Bush felled to 
•teD the truth about his role, 
according to sources familiar 
with the document 

Lawyers for Mr. Reagan 
and Mr. Bush have read the 
report .by Iran-contra pro- 
secutor Lawrence Walsh and 
were quick to dispute its con- 
clusions. Mr. Reagan’s 
lawyer called them "utterly 
irresponsible” while Mr. 
Bush’s attorney called on Mr. 
Walsh to “fold up his tent.” 

The soon-to-be-released 
report says Mr. Reagan cre- 
aied.an atmosphere in which 
top 'aides felt free to man- 
oeuvre outside the law, 
accordance to the notes' of 
several individuals who read 
portions of the document. 

In particular, the report 
states that comments Mr. 
Reagan made to a top adviseT 
left White House aide Oliver 
North feeling as though be. 
had an “invitation to. Break 
tiie law,” according to the 
sources' notes. 

There is “no credible evi- 
dence that President Reagan 
violated any c riminal statute. 
Nevertheless, he set the state 
for the illegal activities which 
ensured,” the sources' notes 
quote the report as saying. 

Theodore Olson, Mr. 
Reagan’s lawyer, said he was 
forbidden by court order 
from commenting on the re- 
port but Mr. Walsh's conclu- 
sions “would be completely 
unwarranted and utterly irre- 
sonsible.” 

“All tins evidence... shows 
that President Reagan com- 
plied with all laws and at all 
times directed his subordin- 
ates to do likewise," Mr. 
Olson said in a statement. 

The scandal involved the 
sale of arms to Iran in ex- 







Ronald Reagan 

change for the release of hos- 
tages and the diversion of 
some of the profits from 
those sales to a clandestine 
network run by Lieutenant- 
Colonel North to funnel 
military supplies to contra 
rebels in Nicaragua. At the 
time. Congress had forbidden 
U.S. military aid to the re- 
bels, who were fighting the 
leftist government of Nicar- 
agua. 

Mr. Walsh’s report was. 
completed in August but has 
been sealed from public scru- 
tiny by a special panel of 
- federal appeals judges to give 
those named in it time to 
submit responses. 

That three-judge panel 
announced Friday it would 
release the report soon, poss- 
ibly with minor deletions. 

For now, the report is only 
available to those named in 
it, and their lawyers. Those 
who read it are prohibited by 
the court from discussing its 
contents publicly. 

. A number of sources pro- 
vided the Associated Press 
with a description of its con- 
tents, including notes from 
sections of the report. The 
sources insisted on anony- 


George Bush 
mity. 

The source said the report 
concludes Mr. Bush was not 
telling the truth when he de- 
clared publicly that he was 
“out of the loop” — unaware 
of important aspects of Iran- 
contra when he served as Mr. 
Reagan’s vice-president. 

Mr. Bush has said that he 
did not know until after the 
scandal erupted late in 1986 
that the arms sales were link- 
ed to the release of American 

hostages held in Lebanon. 

“Contrary to public pro- 
nouncements, Bush was fully 
aware of the Iran initiative,” 
the sources' notes quote the 
report as saying. 

The sources said the report 
also states there are seven 
unanswered questions about 
Mr. Bush's knowledge of the 
scandal that Mr. Walsh in- 
tended to raise by question- 
ing Mr. Bush at the trial this 
year of former Defence 
Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger. 

That trial, however, was 
scuttled last Christmas eve 
when Mr. Bush pardoned 
Mr. Weinberger and five 


Oliver North 

other Iran-contra figures. 

In an interview, mi. Bush's 
lawyer, Griffin BeU, said that 
Mr. Bush did not mislead the 
American public about his 
role in Iran-contra. 

"Judge Walsh has seven 
unanswered questions, but he 
had seven years to look into 
them,” Mr. BeU, a former 
attorney general in the Carter 
administration, said Friday. 

“I think Judge Walsh is a 
nice man and he ought to just 
fold his tent, which is what 
he's doing with this report,” 

Mr. BeU said. 

Told of the comments by 
Mr. Reagan's and Mr. Bush’s 
lawyers, Mr. Walsh said he 
would decline commenting 
until after his report is issued. 

The AP reported in Octo- 
ber that the Walsh report, 
according to sources’ notes, 
also concluded Mr. Reagan's 
top aides engaged in a cover- 
up to protect the president 
from possible impeachment. 

Among those it blamed 
was Edwin Meese, alleging 
the former attorney general 
concocted a '‘false account” 
of an Iranian arms-for-hos- 
tages deal to cover up Mr. 
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Reagan’s role, the sources 
said. 

Hie sources said the report 
also concludes Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) offi- 
cial Robert Gates -— contrary 
to his sworn testimony — had 
to have known CoL.North 
-was operating a contra re- 
supply operation.- At- the 
’ time, Mr. Gates was depioy 
CIA director. He later be- 
came agency director under 
Mr. Bush. 

Mr. Gates rejected Mr. 
Walsh’s conclusion Saturday, 
saying that “neither in the 
independent counsel's inves- 
tigation nor in any other in- 
vestigation did anyone testify 
that I had knowledge of 
North’s operational activi- 
ties. No one did so testify 
because no one coukL" 

Mr. Gates said the “selec- 
tive leaking of the indepen- 
dent counsel's report without 
the context of the full report 
and without my response sub- 
mitted to the court... is fun- 
damentally unfair.” 

The sources’ notes quote 
Mr. Walsh’s report as saying, 
“the evidence established 
that Gatos was exposed to 
information about North's 
connection to the private re- 
supply operation mat would 
have raised concerns in the 
•minds of most reasonable 
persons.” 

When Iran-contra prosecu- 
tors questioned Mr. Gates, 
he acknowledged knowing, 
that Col. North had contact 
with the contras but “did not 
consider the legality or na. ~ 
ture of whai Gd. North was 
doing,” the sources' notes 
quote the report as saying. 

The sources said the report 
stated Mr. Walsh's prosecu- 
tors gathered evidence for a 
possible criminal case against 
Mr. Gates in 3991 but aban- 
doned the effort because they 
did not believe they had 
enough proof. 
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PRESERVING HISTORY: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina Monday opens' A1 
Hashemieh Hail at AI Qadesieh School in 
irbid. The ball was built by the Ministry of 
Education and the Jordanian Armed 


Forces. The Princess inspected the hall and 
its collection of documents and photos 
which relate the story of the Great Arab 
Revolt and the role of the Hashemites 
(Petra photo) 


U.N. eradicates animal disease from Arab region 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Rinder- 
pest. the dreaded cow plague, 
has been eradicated from the 
Arab region, according to 
Agriculture Minister Moham- 
mad Mahdi Farhan. 

In inaugurating a meeting 
Monday of the regional project 
on “West Asia Rinderpest . tie saia tnat 
Eradicating Campaign Coor- of maintaining 

duration" (WARECCi, Dr.. status ofthe Wi 

Farhan said he was pleased 
with vaccines of the project 
which was funded by the Un- 
ited Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and ex- 
ecuted by the Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAQ). 

Citing Jordan's own record 
of achievement, the minis ter 
said that since 1973 there has 
been no outbreak of Rinder- 
pest within Jordan's borders, 
despite the continuing pre- 
sence of the disease in neigh- 
bouring countries and Jordan's 
position as a vital transit route 
for livestock trade from Tur- 
key and Syria to Saudi Arabia. 

“Our success has now been 
enhanced by that of the U.N. 


Arab scientists in accom- 
plishing their task of eradicat- 
ing the Rinderpest cow plague 
from the Arab region, and I 
commend them heartly for 
their intensive efforts and 
cooperative spirit,” said Dr. 
Farhan. 

He said that the importance 
of maintaining the disease-free 
status of the West Asian area is 
evident from an understanding 
of the agricultural communities 
it comprises. 

According to the minister, ■ 
Jordan's small cow population 
numbers 64,000 for dairy and 
meat. The Kingdom has a size- 
able population of sheep, 
numbering 2.6 million and 
owned by about 24,000 
shepherds — 77% of whom 
hold less than 100 sheep. The 
goat population is around one 
million, owned by 30,000 far- 
mers — 87% of whom hold 
fewer than 100 goats. In addi- 
tion , the country claims about 
32,000 camels and 56,000 
horses, mules and donkeys. 

“Whereas cow rearing is 


mostly undertaken as a jpart of 
intensive dairy production, by 
rich farmers and organised 
cooperatives, sheep and goats 
are the main source of liveli- 
hood for bedouin and itinerant 
shepherds living in tents on the 
rangelands, and moving their 
famili es along with their flocks 
from one grazing area to 
another. Dr. Farhan ex- 
plained. 

He said that while the men 
of these families are concerned 
mostly in marketing their lives- 
tock produce, the burden of 
actually rearing and grazing 
the sheep and goats falls to the 
women. 

Thus, he said animal rearing 
is directly related to the wel- 
fare of the rural poor and 
women in particular. 

“Breeding and production 
improvements, however, can- 
not succeed in both a quantita- 
tive and a qualitative increase 
without corresponding im- 
provements in veterinary ser- 
vices and effective program- 
mes for cootrolQing diseases 


and pests," Dr. Farhan main- 
tained. 

He explained that although 
Jordan has had no threat of 
Rindeipest in cows for over 20 
years, it has recently been con- 
fronted by a similar disease in 
sheep called “Peste des Petits 
Ruminants" (PPR). 

He expressed gratitude to 
the UNDP and FAO for start- 
ing a project to control this 
disease In Jordan and for 
assisting with the supply of 
vaccines, chemicals, equip- 
ment and glassware. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Osman Hashun, UNDP 
resident representative in Am- 
' man, talked about UNDP and 
FAO assistance to Jordan in 
agriculture, animal husbandry 
and forestry, in the form of 
ongoing projects on horticul- 
ture, forestry and range man- 
agement, livestock statistics 
and animal disease control. 

Mr. Hashim said that apart 
from UNDP assistance of $2 
million for the Rinderpest 
Control Project, another pro- 


ject has been launched tor con- 
trolling PPR in Jordan, at a 
cost of $183,000. 

Y. Cheneau, chief of Animal 
Health Service at FAO head- 
quarters in Rome, told the 
meeting about FAO's global 
Rinderpest Eradication Prog- 
ramme and two other cam- 
ligns in Africa and South 
.na. Dr. Cheneau also in- 
tormeu participants about 
FAO's assistance to Arab 
countries in Livestock Disease 
Control Programmes. 

Dr. M.F. Kilani, director of 
the Veterinary Department, 
highlighted the activities of the 
department and Jordan’s 
efforts in maintaining Rinder- 
pest eradication status since 
1973. 

The two-day regional meet- 
ing, being attended by delc- 

E ues from Iraq, Syria, Jordan, 
gypt and Lebanon, will main- 
ly discuss the ways and means 
of sustaining the Rinderpest 
eradication status in the region 
and consolidating the 
made under the WA1 


Lower House members continue vote of confidence discussion 


AMMAN ."(J.T.) — Lower 
House of Parliament deputies 
Monday continued their de- 
bate over a vote of confidence 
for the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Al Ma- 
jali. Excerpts from the state- 
ments of 22 deputies who 
spoke in Monday’s session 
■foBow . 

Abed Monsa AI Nahar 
(Amman Fifth District) 
(Progressive Democratic 
Coalition - PDC) 

I believe that the government 
has no right in considering the 
Speech from the Throne as its 
policy statement for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. The Speech, thought it 
contains broadlines for the 
state’s policy, focuses mostly 
on the past and little on the 
future and' lades details be- 
cause it is a statement of direc- 
tives to the government. 

2 I de man d that the ques- 
tion of whether to regard the 
Speech a government policy 
statement or not be referred to 
the Higher Council for the 
Interpretation ofthe Jordanian 
Constitution. Ibelieve that the 
continuation of a government 
in. office after it had dissolved 
.the previous Parliament and 
conducted parliamentary elec- 
tions ums contrary to the spirit 
of the Constitution 
and parliamentary norms fol- 
lowed so far in the Kingdom. 

3 Was it not wiser for the 
prime minister to have 

oached the House with a 
policy stat- 
he would i- ‘ 


jppr 

dear 



Mohammad Addoub Al 
Zaben 

(Central Bedouins) 

(Independent-! l 

Wt support the government's 
efforts aimed at achieving 


fearly-defined 
meat for which 
quest a v:te of confidence? 

4 A majority of Parliament- 
members have requested the. 
rime minister to form a 
jinet that would be com- 
posed of members capable of 
handling the critical stage Jor- 
dan is witnessing at the politic- 
al, economic and administra- 
tive level as well as the peace 
negotiations and other ques- 
'tions of destiny. They deman- 
ded that the government con- 
sult with the parliamentary 
blocs and with deputies in line 
with the principle of coopera- 
tion between the legislative 
and executive authority. 

railed to 


The prime minister 
take any of these steps, 
ignored the deputies’ propos- 
als, went on with his reshuffle 
plans and contented himself 
with the Speech from the 
Throne as a government state- 
ment. 

I believe that this is a bad . 
start for the government and a 
negative indicator of the na- 
ture of the relationship be- 
tween the two authorities. This 
is because the government's 
moves gave us a general im- 
pression that it would be taking 
unilateral decisions without 
consulting with the House 
members about general affairs 
including questions of destiny. 

This of course would 
adversely affect public confi- 
dence in the House and in the 
■parliamentary and democratic 
fife in Jordan, a situation that 
would shake Jordan’s demo- 
cratic image before the world. 


cooperation and coordination 
among the Arab countries... I 
would like to point to the 
laudable efforts of the govern- 
ment in their attempt to up- 
grade die level of our diploma- 
tic missions abroad... and that 
our embassies will become a 
place of assistance to Jorda- 
nian citizens as well as to our 
students. 

I appreciate the govern- 
ment’s policy that is aimed at 
achieving decenfrahsation and 
that goes hand in hand with the 
comprehensive democratic 
drive in the country. 

More than 843 industrial 
ventures have been registered 
that provide 11,200 jobs as well 
as another 4,017 companies... 
where are these companies and 
factories situated, and has the 
geographical distribution been 
taken into consideration? Did 
they cany out feasibility stu- 
dies for these companies be- 
fore licensing them? 

When I judge the govern- 
ment’s policy statement I will 
form my opinion regardless of 
its members so as to have a 
sound and precise decision. 



Taha HaP^moeu 

(Ma’an. District) 

(National Action Front - NAFj 
We demand the government 
give us an explanation con- 
cerning certain issues raised in 
the Speech from the Throne. . 

On page 15... during the 1 
past years we have been hear- 
ing about administrative re- 
form, nevertheless, the admi- 
nistration is worsening. 

If we look at page 18 there is 
some talk about a cultural,, 
artistic and intellectual move- 
ment... does the government 
have a national plan to protect, 
tire Jordanian author and wri- 
ter and to provide them with 
soda! security? 

On page 19, on the informa- 
tion strategy, I am not aware of 
any strategy that the govern- 
ment is talking abour. On page 
29 there is a mention of agri- 
culture and development 
funds; where are the plans to 
protect our animal wealth? 
What about the meat that we 
import at very high costs that 
many poor people cannot 
afford? 

As to water problems, on 
page 23, they are not limited to 
extending the water networks, 
it is of paramount importance 
to preserve water resources... 
studies show that there is a 
large drainage of water basins 
especially to Shobak where re- 
cession reached 75 metres in 
the Shobak Reservoir. 

We will continue to extend 
help and assistance to this gov- 
ernment as long as it is com- 
mitted to justice and equality. 
But, if it deviated from this 
path, we will adopt other mea- 
sures. 



T2T - A 

Khaled Ajarroeh 
(Amman Fifth District) (NAF) 

r think that we should give our. 
brother ministers a chance... 


and if they were not up to the 
expectations, they will not be 
far from judgement and ques- 
tioning... the dialogue will con- 
tinue and for the best of this 
country. 

As to the prime minister 
himself... I know him to be a 
wise man, an intellect and has 
left his imprints on this good 
country... he was the one to 
shoulder the responsibility of 
the Arab-Israeli negotiations... 
he has negotiating ability that 
nobody else possesses. 

The government’s ministe- 
rial statement is comprehen- 
sive in all this country needs, it 
meets all the requirements and 
there is no flaw in it. It will be 
the landmark of fruitful and 
good work... to our wise gov- 
ernment, all the confidence. 


Ring Road requires upgrading, 
and land ownership must be 
resolved. 

I am fully aware of the 
state's limited resources and 
will not ask for the impossible. 




Salem Zawaideh 
(Southern Bedouins') <!, 

As to the vote of confidence, it 
mil depend upon the govern- 
ment’s response to my de- 
mands concerning the South- 
ern Bedouin District. 

I demand the government 
reconsider army pension reg- 
ulations as well as the high 
increase in prices. 

I would like to present the 
demands of the southern badia 
people in front of the govern- 
ment. Fust, concerning educa- 
tion, I want to point to the high 
cost of university fees and the 
absence of a university in 
Ma'an, which are main reasons 
in the rise of unemployment 
and the low level of education- 
al standards. 

I call on the government to 
bring electricity to Wadi Araba 
villages... I also demand the 
government pay particular 
attention to women in the 
southern badia by opening 
training centres and giving 
them the priority to obtain jobs 
in the government's various 
institutions. 



Mohammad Huneiti 
( Amman Fourth District) 
(PDC) 

Jordan is passing through 
dangerous circumstances that 
require wisdom and realism. 
My district has several issues 
that 1 put in front of your 
dignified House. They include: 
poverty and unemployment, 
lack of health care, lack of 
educational facilities, problems 
related to Amman’s Ring 
Road, and problems related to 
land ownership. 

Poverty has reached alarm- 
ing levels that, if unaddressed, 
might lead to social catas- 
trophe. My district lacks a hos- 
pital and a waste water sewage 
system. 

Schools in my area still 
accommodate children m the 
morning and afternoon. The 


Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
(Amman Sixth District) 
(PDC) 

I have to wait for the govern- 
ment's replies to the deputies’ 
speeches before deciding on 
whether to give the govern- 
ment a vote of confidence. 

In my view, poverty is the 
main chronic problem faring 
the Kingdom. We are living a 
major tragedy watching- large 
portions of our society -suffer 
from poverty* and need, despite 
the millions spent on develop- 
ment over the past decades. 

Indeed I view poverty in 
Jordan as a time bomb that 
could go off at any moment, 
and if it does it would devas- 
tate everything. It is not 
enough to say that Jordanians 
are equal in responsibilities 
and rights; the government 
ought to deal with this chronic 


various chronic issues facing' 
Jordan. 

I believe that the agricultural 
sector still faces worsening 
problems and though I have 
repeatedly demanded from the 
successive governments solu- 
tions and assistance for the 
tens of thousands of farmers, 
we only received unfulfilled 
promises. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment write off the interest that 
accrued on farmers' debts be- 
cause the farmers continually 
faced losses because of uu- 
forseen circumstances . 

I also demand that the gov- 
ernment support agricultural 
exports and try to find markets 
for Jordanian agricultural pro- 
ducts in foreign countries and 
reduce the rate of air freight- 
charged on shipment. 

I believe that the time has 
come for the government to 
re-examine a great number of 
- situations where civil servants' 
performance has been harmful 
to the administration and the 
public. 

With regard to the Jordan 
. *Yalley v ithasbeen. noticed ftyat 
.Jordan* "Valley* Authority’s 
management' of irrigation pro- 
jects has been deterioratine. 


and worsening problem as 
soon as possible. 

Jordan is basically an agri- 
cultural country, but the suc- 
cessive governments gave in- 
sufficient care to the agricultu- 
ral sector. I demand that the 
government give due attention 
to agriculture and improve it in 
quantity and quality. 

As to the government’s de- 
centralisation policy, I demand 
that the government take its 
time and refrain from rushing 
things, as I believe those who. 
axe to take over from the cen- 
tral government in handling 
the affairs of the governorates 
are not yet sufficiently capable 
to shoulder this serious respon- 
sibility. 


jects has been deteriorating, 
which means an increase in the 
'operational costs and wastage 
of precious water resources. 
This is attributable to the abs- 
ence of allocations for the 
purchase of machinery, vehi- 
cles and other equipment. abs-‘ 
ence of incentives for workers 
and officials distributing water 
to the farms, and the absence 
of field supervision. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment provide the House with 
full information concerning the 
Karameh Dam and the views 
of those who oppose its con- 
struction as well as those in 
favour. The House would like 
to learn also more about the 
other dams planned for other 
areas of Jordan. 

I request that the municipal 
councils in various towns be 
assisted so that (hey can carry 
out services and plans. Many 
of these municipalities lie 
under a heavy burden of debt. 



Nader Thuheirat 
(Koura and Jordan Valley) 

H) 

The Speech from the ihrone 
serves as a government state- 
ment and should be regarded 
as a source of pride and honour 


for every government and ev- 
ery Parliament. 

But I plan to vote in the light 
of the prime minister’s state- 
ment, replying to the deputies 
speeches. 

However. I would like to 
note here that I share the view 
of many of the independent 
'deputies who believe that the 
prime minister, whom we 
deeply respect and appreciate, 
should have consulted them 
over the formation of the gov- 
ernment and its policies. 

I do note here that the press, 
in which we take pride, has 
published reports that were 
considered inappropriate be- 
cause they offended House 
members. ’ 

Whether or not the govern- 
ment should be supported with 
a vote of confidence... largely 
depends on its programmes 
ana its polin' in handling the 


Hamzeh Mansour 

(Amman Second District* 

(Islamic Action Front - lAF) 
The government claimed ihat 
it managed the elections >kil- 
fullv ana democratically, hut 1 
would like to ask... 

1 Was allowing the public to 
live in anxiety for a period of 
time wondering if the elections 
would be held on schedule, 
democratic? 

2 Can one call issuance of 
voting cards efficient work 
when people had to tour sever- 
al centres to get them? 

3 Was the government 
democratic in issuing whole 
sets of voting cards to certain 
candidates? 

4 Is if a practice of democra- 
cy and justice to transfer 
teachers from their original 
districts to prevent them from 
participating in election cam- 
paigns? 

5 Was it democratic on the 
part of the government to ban 
rallies? 

h Was ir democratic on (he 
pan of the government to exer- 
cise pressure on the public to 


influence their choice of candi- 
dates? 

7 Was it democratic to im- 
pose a siege on the party 
offices to prevent them from 
meeting the press? 

8 Was it democratic to cut 
telephone lines of certain 
candidates on election day? 

9 Was it democratic to bar 
candidates from watching the 
vote counting process? 

In instituting the one-per- 
son. one-vote election system, 
the government daimedthar it 
wasbasing its derision on the 
Constitution and the National 
Charter. But this is a way of 
cheating the public. 

The "government breached 
the Constitution by terminat- 
ing the mandate of the pre- 
vious Parliament, ignored the 
demands of the deputies of the 
1 1th Parliament who called for 
an extraordinary session to 
finalise discussion of taws, and 
issued a contemporary Elec- 
tion Law which we consider 
undemocratic and anti-consti- 
tutional. 

The Election Law was harm- 
fuLto the nation and conse-.. 
crated -.aH . forms uif • sectarian- 
ism;! ethnic affiliations’ and re- 
gionalism. and devastated all 
tha t has been built over the 
ages by the reformists, 
teachers and all faithful 
people. 

Indeed, the government's 
claims about freedom, respect 
for the Constitution, political 
pluralism, etc., contradict its 
actions and practices. 

The government's claims ab- 
out upholding freedoms con- 
flict with its actions, which’ 
among other things include 
confiscating passports and de- 
priving party members from 
promotion if they are govern- 
ment employees." 

National unitv can be safe- 
guarded through equal oppor- 
tunities for all citizens in being 
accepted at the universities and 


cept 

obi 


in obtaining jobs through the 
Civil Service Commission and 
also through equal services to 
various districts. 

On the political level, all 
those agreements that have 
been concluded on the Jorda- 
nian and the Palestinian tracks 
represent a defeat far worse 
than the defeats of the 1948 
and 1967 wars. 

The conclusion of the Jorda- 
nian-Israeli agenda in Septem- 
ber opened the door wide for 
the Jews to achieve thejr objec- 
tives in the Arab recion. 

I will withhold confidence in 
the government until it applies 
Sharia rule, achieves justice 
and equality, protects the peo- 
ple's dignity, enhances nation- 
al unity and deals with the 
Palestine question in accord- 
ance with the teachings of the 
Koran. 



Rateb Al Saouu 
(TaSefa District) (NAF) 

We deputies are invited to 
monitor ourselves before we 
monitor the government... I 
don't think that the prime 
minister, to whom I bear my 
utmost respect, has been for- 
tunate in his choice of some of 
die ministers in terms of ex- 
perience and specialisation. 

Our institutions are in need 


of creative leaders and not 
bureaucratic administrators... 
we had hoped that the govern- 
ment would give preference to 
the people instead of itself in 
increasing the salaries of the 
ministerial team, the senators 
and the deputies. 

If Jordan wants to take the 
first step towards the Arab- 
Gulf reconciliation, it should 
not, especially in its reconcilia- 
tion with Saudi Arabia , be at 
the expense of the continuity 
of the embargo on the Iraqi 
people. 

We will not spare any effort 
to disclose wrong practices or 
behaviour of any minister, 
whoever it is... we are in the 
same boat and survival is not 
interest to us all. 




Hani Hyarin 
(Sarah District) (NAF) 

Jordan was established on solid 
.foundations of cooperation 
arid solidarity... and the 12th 
parliamentary elections were 
carried out in an atmosphere of 
equality, integrity and jus- 
tice... our present Parliament 
is representative of all political 
and party trends. 

To consider the Speech from 
the Throne as the govern- 
ment's policy statement is, un- 
disputably, constitutional... 
ana whoever reads it thorough- 
ly sees that it is comprehensive 
and reflective of the people's 
aspirations and hopes. 

We call on the government 
to pay more attention to our 
Armed Froces and security 
appara 
the go' 

- statement and we do not 
mincf if there are some oppo- 
nents as long as opposition is in 
the service of our homeland. 


tus... we demand that 
government implement its 


Ahmad AI Qudah 
(Ajkmn District) (Ahd) 

Jordan has achieved major 
strides in the march of demo- 
cracy, but this should be cor- 
roborated through develop- 
ment in the political, econo- 
mic, scientific and cultural do- 
mains and also in modernising 
legislation that guarantees con- 
tinued growth. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment give due attention to the 
question of unemployment 
which : has not been tackled 
meaningfully -by the previous 
governments. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment work towards attracting 
capital for income-generating 
industrial projects and that it 
works towards finding new' 
markets for Jordanian 
proudets abroad. 

I believe that all citizens 
have the right to health care 
services which the government 
ought to provide, and (the 
government should) give due 
care to protecting the environ- 
ment. 

I request that the govern- 
ment conduct a comprehensive 
revision of the educational sys- 
tem and give appropriate con- 
sideration to sciences and 
vocational training. 

I support moves to improve 
the living conditions of govern- 
ment employees, enhance the 
capabilities of the Armed 
Forces and security services, 
and upgrade the status of 
Jordanian women. 

I call on ihe government to 
pursue efforts for the achieve- 
ment of durable peace along all 
tracks, and I request that the 
government inform the de- 
puties of progress along the 
Jordanian track. 

(Continued on page 5) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are ad\ised lo verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions . 

EXHIBITIONS 

UNRWA exhibition of Palestinian embroidery and greeting 
cants at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation (10:00 a.m.- 
6:00 p.m.j 

4 Art exhibition by artist Edelbert Della at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Beotr Bewluczuk at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of prints and drawings by Fakhr El Nissa Zeid at 
Darat Al Fomin of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 
in Jabal Lpweibdeh. Also showing the permanent e xhib itio n 
(Saturday-Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

ft Plastic art exhibition by a number of Iraqi artists at La Casa 
Art Gallery (between the 5th and 6th Circles). 

ft Exhibition of sewing equipment at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Exhibition of Lebanese products at Philadelphia Hotel. 

ft Second Jordanian exhibition of cotton and woollen products 
at the World Exhibition Hall — University Road (11:00 
a.m.-10:00 p.m.) 

ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid Khreis at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of watercolours by artist Shaher Jinni at the 
Goethe Institute. 

ft Photographic exhibition on the intifada at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation (8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.) 

ft Art exhibition by artist Farghali Abdel Hafiez at the Balka’ 
Art Gallery in A! Fuheis (10:00 ajn.- 8;00 n.m.) (Td 
720902). H ' v 

ft Plastic art exhibition by several Jordanian and Iraqi artists 
at the Orfali Art GaQery'in Urn Uthaina. 
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Rounds for Democracy 


ROUND ONE and two in the Lower House’s vote of 
confidence debate yesterday and the day before have 
produced an array of opinions dominated by concerns about 
the peace process, domestic reforms and Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AI Mqjab’s performance since he assumed 
office several months ago. Yet the issue of the democratisa- 
tion process in the country, which has been affected not so 
mncfa by the exclusion of members of the Lower House from 
the Cabinet but rather by the absence of an effective 
consultation process between the two branches of govern- 
ment, remains to be the food point for foe people and their 
representatives. 

As a result of this, the democratic spirit that the country 
has hem trying to cultivate and strengthen was somewhat 
dampened since it also came on the beds of a series of other 
steps that have not bean seen as democratic. The dissolution 
of foe llfo parliament rather prematurely has been largely 
accepted as a necessary evil due to the imperfection of the 
1989 general Sections. However, when coopled with other 
controversial measures and decisions such as foe one- 
person-one-vote criterion or the imperfect way the Novem- 
ber 8 parliam entary elections were conducted, a climate of 
scepticism about foe Cate of democracy was created even 
though this might have never been intended. 

These events have naturally led some members of the 
lower chamber to heavily criticise foe government for what 
they saw as an “orchestrated campaign” by it to farther Its 
political fortunes and objectives. While all accusations by 
the honourable members are not necessarily fair or accu- 
rate, we nevertheless feel that foe prime minister could have 
done more to avoid bypassing of parliamentarians, in the 
context of seeking their advice and consent that usually 
characterise democratic regimes worldwide or forming or 
reshuffling governments. 


Given the extent of the con traverses that past policy 
decisions by the Majafi government have created in foie 
country, one would have thought foot the prime minister 
would make a moo? determined effort tojspofoe the feelings 
ofynaay faHinmwiiflrin ns and woo them on the side of his 
newly ' formed' OSbSnet bymvohtingthem in the real 
consultation process leading to major national decisions. 


There are other ways to establish positive and constructive 
bridges with the legislature than to assign Cabinet portfolios 
to some of them. The has not been done and in foe process 
left the government, exposed to attack at a time when the 
country is passing throuf^i a critical stage in its political life. 

We do not think it is too late to rectify the situation even 
though there is no imminent danger that Dr. Majali may 
lose the vote of confidence. The way foe law on this point 
reads makes it extremely for fetched to assemble 41 Lower 
House members to cast a negative vote against the govern- 
ment. But this is not the main concern. Even though the 
government win eventually win its battle, the victory could 
prove to be shallow unless urgent measures are introduced 
to address the legitimate anxieties of the people’s repre- 
sentatives. The national issues that lie ahead call for the 
strongest possible government and one that enjoys foe 
widest possible grassroots support. This objective can still 
be attained if a more constructive dialogue and effective line 
of communication is maintained between the two branches 
of government. 

We do not think that foe parliamentarians who criticised 
the government were all seeking Cabinet posts. Our reading 
of their complaints suggests that something much more 
profound was on foe minds of many of them. We like to 
foinlc it is their strong desire to see democracy in foil swing 
in Jordan that prompted them to adopt such position. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday discussed the visits to Jordan by 
Palestine President Arafat and the U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and said that the Middle East peace is the 


only topic on the agenda of His Majesty King Hussein's 
discussions with the two guests. The King's talks with Mr. 
Arafat is in the course of the Jordanian-Pafestinian coordina- 


ace 


tion for the sake of confronting the obstacles in the 
process, said the daily. Mr. Chnstopher is bound to 
with the King and Jordanian government officials how to give 
momentum to the peace process whicb is in need of stimula- 
tion at the moment, added the daily. It should be noted, 
however, that the U.S. secretary will have to handle the 
obstacles laid in the .path of peace by Israel which pursues all 
forms of repression on the Palestinians and continues to delay 
the implementation of the PLO-Israeli deal struck on Sept. 13, 
according to the paper. It said that Israel continues to delay 
the implementation of the agreement as it aims to perpetuate 
its presence in Arab land in defiance of all international 
agreements and U.N. resolutions. The paper said that the 
UJS. administration ought to show more commitment to the 


requirements of peace and force the Israelis to comply with the 
U.N. resolutions and the agreements reached through 


the 


peace negotiations. It demanded a neutral U.S. stand in the 
peace process and a serious effort at this stage to put an end to 
Israel's blackmail and procrastinations. The paper said that 
the Arabs are oriented towards the attainment of a just and 
durable settlement. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra'i daily discussed measures taken by 


the health ministry to curb the habit of smoking and to protect 
non-smokers horn the dangers of smoke. It seems that the 


health ministry has finally decided to put into force a 1977 law 
banning smoking in public places and it is hoped that the 
measures to be adopted would yield good results, said^Nazih. 
The writer said that the ministry seems now certain that it can 
overcome the obstacles that to date has prevented the law 
from being enforced and therefore a campaign is to be 
launched soon. It should be noted that the enforcement of the 
law is designed to provide protection to the non-smokers and 
to keep the environment clean and safe; and for this reason, a 



imposing 

writer. He said that the previous campaigns giving advice to 
smokers to abstain from smoking especially m public places 
have failed to yield any results. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The exhilarating political biology of Palestine 


BLRTH is never an easy or painless process. The birth of 
Palestine that we witness these days in proving to be violent 
and agonizing, which means it is likely to produce a healthy 


being that has a good chance of long-term survival ana 
eTc 


development. . 

The upsurge in violence in Israeli-occupied Palestine during 
the last ten days, the slow progress in the bilateral Palestinian- 


failed political order trying to make one last dramatic gesture 
of defiance — a necessary gesture, however, that is also 
emotionally and politically cleansing. The fighters are engaged 
in one Iasi fling, a desperate but futile attempt to cling to 
comfortable old habits based on exaggerated displays of 


In this context, the most politically significant development 
in the last month has been the allunoe of conve nience Hujgca 


ill UJW HWI UIVHUI mammm *■ .itlnnJwl ■ 

between Palestinian Islamists and leftist ttjccwWMs; uus is 
evident in ad lux: coalitions based in Damssw and it-was 


honour, manhood and pride — reflecting the bravado and 
machismo that emanate easily from the Semitic soul, while 


triumphant in the student council elections at Bteeit Universi- 
ty in Palestine. (Interestingly enough, a paralg *ll«na of 


Israeli negotiations, the Palestinian opposition to the peace 
5, the internal political challenge to Yasser Arafat s solo 


process, r _ . . 

style of governance, and the American secretary of state s visit 
to the region are all political birth pangs — signs that the state 
of Palestine is almost ready to come into this world. 

Yet, there are no guarantees that it will do so. for in^ the 
world of nation-states as in the world of biological organisms 
there are cruel phenomena such as spontaneous abortion, 
stillbirth, and perinatal death (death in the months immediate- 
ly before or adfter birth). The natural tendency for human 


rejecting the more demanding challenge of political rational- 
ity. compromise and reconciliation. 


convenience along similar grounds seems to be forming m the 


It is abundantly clear, though, that these gladiatorial ways 
have achieved nothing beyond perpetual warfare and escalat- 
ing material and psychological suffering by both sides — who 
siened the peace accord because they understood the verdict 


of history and of their people: there is no viable alternative to 
the partition of Palestine and to share it in the form of 
sovereign Israeli and Palestinian communities, enjoying para- 
llel and equal rights. 



in evidence these days. The initial approval of the Sept. 13 
declaration of principles by around 65-70 per cent of Palesti- 
nians and Israelis is receding to around 50 per cent, according 


to the latest polls, as frustration and doubt seem to dominate 
the collective Semitic psyche. 

Yet, I am convinced that the seemingly negative political 
manifestations we witness ail around us are not the death knell 
of the peace accord, but rather its pre-delivery labour pains. 

The violence in the streets of Palestine is the most dramatic 
aspect of this phenomenon, but it is probably the least 


important in terms of whether the peace process will succeed 
or not. The Israeli army, the Zionist settler-colonialists, and 


the anti-accord militant Palestinian groups are all symbols of 
the past, rather than harbingers of the future. 

Many Israelis would like to try to maintain their hold on 


much of Palestine and to give the Palestinians a very limited 
form of permanent seLferule- under overall Jsraeli aegis. They 


“TAe long-term chances of achieving a 
just peace on this basis depend very 
much on what happens in the short 
term, i.e. over the next year. The battle 
for political dominance in Israel and 
Palestine is now in high gear and whoev- 
er wins will determine whether we im- 
plement a just peace or spin out of 
control towards a renewed cycle of 
violence, denial and death." 


Jordanian Parliament, to confront the politic al cn ltyre and 
procedural tendencies of the incumbent government; but that 
is another tale, for another day). 

The anti-accord forces are challenging foe peace process 
from the outside, while powerful and credible Palestinians are 
challenging Yasser Arafat's one-man band style of leadership 
from the inside. These are healthy and accessary development 
that we should welcome. They signify that Palestine may be 
born as a credible political community that does not suffer the 
banana republic syndrome of top-heavy autocratic rule that 
characterises most other Arab countries. 

It would have been a problem had the majority of 
Palestinians blindly applauded the peace accord and allowed 
Mr. .Arafat to claim 99 per cent support as he wear about the 
business of organising yet another hole Arab country forged in 
the furnaces of post-colonial 20th century Arab national 
fragmentation and miniaturisation — what a former Jordanian 
foreign minister once referred to eloquently as the “transistor- 
isation” of Arab politics. 

The confrontations we witness in the holy land to day a re 
complemented by continued international interest in promot- 
ing a just and durable peace. That's why the world came up 
with over $2 billion in aid for the peace process and why 
Warren Christopher is here again with his travelling peace- 
making show. 


We have now a constructive and historically attractive 

ifi: 


know, however, that this is unacceptable. They know that the 
Palestinians must be granted credible self-governing authority 


in this transitional phase before they assume full sovereignty 
over their land and lives. 

The process of coming to terms with this Palestinian 
national reality, especially for the Zionist settler-colonialist 
crazies in the occupied territories, is very difficult. It signifies a 
final neutralisation and containment of Zionist ideology and 
mythology. For Palestinians also, the process of peacemaking 
is difficult and often humiliating. The process demands that 
both Israelis and Palestinians make compromises and conces- 
sions that they have always labelled as dangerous, if not 
suicidal and treasonous. 

Many people on both sides feel more comfortable in the old 
modes of emotional rhetoric, militaristic confrontation, and 
nationalistic romanticism. The violence on the streets of 
Palestine, as well as the Israeli government's attempts to 
interpret the Sept. 13 accord in a narrow manner at the peace 
negotiations in Egypt, are both signs of old warriors ana their 


The long-term chances of achieving a just peace on this basis 
depend very much on what happens m the short term, i.e. over 
the next year. The battle for political dominance in Israel and 
Palestine is now in high gear and whoever wins will determine 
whether we implement a just peace or spin out of control 
towards a renewed cyde or violence, denial death. The battle 
is between the centrist, moderate Semitic forces represented 
respectively by the Rabin-Labour and the Arafat-Fateh 


crowds, and the more extremist fringe represented by the 
Likud-settlers alliance in Israel and by the Islam is ts-Ieftist 


reactionists in the Arab World. 


* pressure now being exerted by both opposition camps 
will probably push the negotiators to make faster progress and 
to show the gains that can be had from justice and peace. The 
alternative scenario that haunts the region is for the current 
peace process to fail and for Likud-settlers to rule in Israel and 
the Hamas-Islamists folks in the Arab World. This remains a 
real if depressing possibility, though it would only lead to 
further future tension and bloodshed. 


combination of forces at work to forge a realistic peace 
arrangement: regional pressures to make sure that the peace 
agreement that is negotiated is realistic for all sides, domestic 
pressures in Palestine to make sure that peace results in a 
stable, democratic and pluralistic Palestinian political order 
and international activism to make sure that the peace accord, 
does not fail for lack of financial or diplomatic support from 
abroad. 

There will be more violence, political hiccups and hesitation 
on both sides of the peace process as this great drama .tnoves 
ahead. Those who would nave us panic at the first sight of 
blood, stalemated talks, or burning tires would like us to get 
lost in the details of the day — when we should maintain Our 
vision firmly fixed on the promise of Palestinian statehood, the 
rights of the Arab states and Israel, and justice, peace and 
reconciliation m the larger Semitic family. We should recog- 
nise what is really happening in terms of Semitic political, 
biology, as the state of Palestine suffers through its birth pangs 
these weeks and months and the neighbours all get involved in 
the messy but exhilarating millenial drama of creation. 


RAMI G. KHOURI 


Falling among believers 


Hungary’s socialists 
start political comeback 


By Akbar Ahmed 


Professor Abmed is a Fellow of 
Selwyn College , Cambridge, 
and'a member of tbe Centre of 
South Asian Studies. He based 
bis article on a speech deli- 
vered by Prince Charles at 
Oxford at tbe end of Novem- 
ber. in which tbe British heir 
had highlighted some of the 
misconceptions the West has 
about Islamic teaching and 
values. 


The Prince of Wales has 
rushed in where angels fear to 
tread, for to start a discussion 
on Islam and the West is to 
enter dangerous territory. The 
prince is no longer dealing with 
what many see as eccentric but 
harmless interests like ecology 
and architecture. In examining 
Islam and the West he con- 
fronts entrenched prejudice 
hatred and ignorance, some- 
times a thousand years old and 
on both sides. 

What then impelled him in 
his speech to step into what he 
himself described as an area 
covered in “minefields”? Was 
it the desire to adopt a new 
cause? Or some deep-rooted 
impulse to flirt with danger, to 
where no royal has been 

.9 


go wne 
before? 



The prince's answers are 
convincing: they rest in the 
firm belief tbat the two — 
Islam and the West — have 
“much to learn from each 
other”, that what binds them is 


more powerful than anything 
Jerstand- 


which creates misundersts 
ings between them. For exam- 
ple, both believe in family 
values, respect for knowledge 
and compassion for the poor. 
Yet their “misunderstanding 
remains dangerously high." 
There is also, of course, 1 


the 


very real physical presence of 
Islam: a global population of 


one billion Muslims; one and a 
half to two million in the U.K. 


(with 500 mosques); their pre- 
sence in the Commonwealth is 


another link with the British, 
“Islam is all around us”, noted 
the prince correctly, "and yet 
distnist, even fear, persist." 

The relationship between 
the two in a real and dramatic 
sense stands at the crossroads. 
Understanding and dialogue 
improve the situation. 

One way to soothe the 
West's fears of Islam is to show 
how much Europe has been 
influenced by Islam, to illus- 
trate the common. Europeans 
borrowed academic life, medi- 
cine, philosophy and music 
from Muslim Spain. Islam was 
the most tolerant of religions, 
allowing Christians and Jews to 
live and woiship in Muslim 
lands. Muslim Spain was the 
zenith of Islamic culture and 
Cordoba, the capital, a glitter- 
ing iewel of a city. It boasted 
4OG.UO0 books in its libraries — 
more, than in the combined 
libraries of the rest of Europe. 
But we have heard this argu- 
ment before. The answer to it 


is, so what? We need to know 
about the contemporary rela- 
tionship between Islam and the 
West. 

. What is missed in the discus- 
sion here is the genuine 
anguish and anger in Muslim 
society at the emerging world 
order rooted in materialism 
and consumerism. But all tra- 
ditional societies are worried 
about some trends of consumer 
capitalism — drugs, divorce, 
alcoholism, AIDS. These are 
causing concern not only to 
Muslims but Hindus, Jews and 
indeed traditional Christians. 

By stating his argument in 
this manner, the prince univer- 
salised tbe problem. It was no 
longer an issue between Islam 
anti the West, but between one 
kind of life and another; be- 
tween old values and new; 
between modernity and tradi- 
tion. 

The core — and most con- 
troversial part — of the 
prince's message was a call to 


ing for royal blood, veins drip- 
— with vitriol. “Ayatallah 


larlie go home to Tehran' 


they will shriek. Much of the 
spiteful and superficial re- 
sponse will reflect the general 
contempt for Islam. 

Others will respond by being 
personally vicious about Prince 
Charles himself. They will see 
his interest in Islam as another 
royal fad. More unkind hacks 
will say a man who talks to 

S lants deserves Islam — that 
ilam and the prince deserve 
each other. There's something 
seriously unhealthy in the rela- 


tionship between the British 


□ship be 

ro^aJ family and the press. 


xne Muslims, too, will be 
unhappy. Adopting a charac- 
teristic holier-than-thou atti- 
tude, they will say: "Who’s 
Charles to teach us about 
Islam? Why does he assume we 
need him to speak on our 
behalf?" 


western view is incorrect and 
simplisitc. 

However, Prince Charles 
needs to understand that Isla- 
mic law can only be successful- 
ly applied in a truly Islamic 
society. Most modern Muslim 
societies are riddled with cor- 
ruption and nepotism. Harsh 
punishment such as whipping 
or cutting of hands are invari- 
ably reserved for either the 
poor or less privileged or those 
opposed to government 

On women, the prince is 
right that they are not "second- 
dass citizens m Islam, that they 
were given rights to inherit ana 
to divorce, in the 7th century, 
that today there are two female 
prime ministers in Muslim 
countries (Pakistan and Bang- 
ladesh). 


The reality is more complex. 
Women’s lives are difficult, 
and are made more so by the 


challenge the “acquisitive” and 
"exploitative" side of western 
dvijjsation. He pointed out the 


divided and bankrupt inner life 
of the West. In contrast, Islam 
remains socially integrated and 
spiritually whole; its spiritual- 
ity has much to teach western 
materialism. 

This will be too much for 
most people in the West. It is 
fine for a man of h umili ty, 
learning and introspection, a 
scholar-prince. But for others, 
even those who do not see the 
world through ethnocentric 
glasses, this will cause outrage, 
ideas of racial and cultural 
superiority still inform the way 


AH this will be a pity, for 
Prince Charles has a unique 
platform from which to address 
matters of universal concern in 
a serious and informed man- 
ner. His involvement alone en- 
sures that the subject will be 
widely covered. And, above 
all, he underlines the dignity 
that is a birth-right of all hu- 
man beings. 


rapid changes now taking 
ibal 


place. In the rural and trit ... 
areas of most Muslim coun- 
tries, few women inherit prop- 
erty or wield any political influ- 
ence. Their lot at home is 
usually miserable, often with 
the threat of other wives beinj; 


brought into the home. This is 
Islamic 


people think. 
The 


But while agreeing with the 
direction of the speech, I must 
point out the classic mistake of 
depicting an ideal type of Mus- 
lim society. To take two exam- 
ples: Islamic law and Islam's 
treatment of women are both 
seen as barbaric and cruel in 
the West. Prince Charles is 


tabloids will be scream- 


right to try to contextualise 
both, to underline that the 


not Islamic teaching, it is male 
chauvinism. 

But this is carping. The 
prince summed up the essence 
of his message in an Arabic 
proverb; 

What comes from the lips 
reaches the ear. 

What comes from the heart 
reaches the heart. 

I believe Prince Charles’s 
message reached the heart. For 
his courage I admire him; for 
his predicament I feel for him. 


By Michael Shields 
Reuter 

BUDAPEST — Only three 
years after Hungarians voted 
reform communists from pow- 
er, a revamped Hungarian 
Socialist Party (HSP) is poised 
to make a political comeback 
in a general election set for 
1994. 

. Wooing those disillusioned 
with the political and economic 
malaise that has accompanied 
Hungary’s painful transition to 
a market democracy, the 
socialists have gained ground 
by pledging to ease social ten- 

* sions and restore economic 
order. 

“More and more people 
have to deal every day with 
serious problems, especially if 
they have the feeling they have 
been abandoned,” HSP Presi- 

* dent Gyula Horn told Reuters. 

“Nobody cares about them. 
I'm not just talking about 
starving pensioners, but also 
about others, people who still 
it wh< 


HSP their favourite, far above 
the single-digit ratings for the 
HDF. 

With Mr. Fidcsz locked in an 
identity crisis spurred by. its 
leaders’ flirtation with conser- 
vatism. the socialists may well 
win the most scats in Hun- 


t's next parliament, Mr. 


have a job but who could be 
put out on the street 
tomorrow." 

Mr. Hom, foreign minister 
in tbe reform Co mmunis t gov- 
ernment ousted in 1990, is 
counting on the HSP’s message 
of social sensitivity and 
pragmatic economic policy to 
■make Hungary the next East- 
ern European country — after 
Lithuania and Poland — to 
reembrace politicians with 
roots in the communist past. 

But he sneers at suggestions 
that a socialist-led government 
would mark Hungary’s return 
to communism after a dis- 
appointing experiment with 
free-market democracy. 

“I cannot accept any critic- 
ism that tries to suggest the 
communists are coming back," 
he said. "Why should we re- 
turn to the regime that we did 
the most to topple... whv 
would we want to bring back 
the communism whose grave 
we dug?" 

Mr. Horn and other refor- 
mers helped bring down the 
one-party state m the late 
1980s by easing out party lead 


ftorn said. 

But with more than .a third , 
of Hungarians still undecided 
or unwilling to vote at all, it 
remains far from certain that 
the socialists will be running 
the country' this time next year. 

The HSP may have trouble 
finding coalition partners if it 
fails to win a parliamentary 
majority because such ah 
alliance is anathema to con- 
servatives and of questionable 
long-term value to Hungary's 
liberal opposition, said politic- 
al scientist Laszlo Bruszt. 

“If the socialists are strong 
and the HDF is very weak, that 
is tbe most probable case in 
which the socialists could cet. 
into the government,” he 
added 


Mr. Bruszt said much de- 
pends on the image socialists 
project — the paternalist party 
Mr. Horn symbolises, or the 
liberal technocrats embodied 
by former Finance Minister 
Laszlo Bekesi. 

If given the chance to gov- 
ern. the HSP will put a kinder, 
gentler face on Hungary’s 
transformation but still insist 


on unpopular measures to get 
*i” * “ ‘ * t, Mr. 


the country on its feet, 

Hom said. 

The socialists would never 
reverse rhe country's commit- 
ment to multi-party democra- 


privatisation dr financial 
sciphne, he stressed, but they 
would give greater power to 
organised labour and demand 


more job protection from fore- 
ign investors. 

"Someone can come in and 
buy a plant, shut it down, put 
people on the street and no- 
thing happens to the capital- 
ists, ’ he complained, calling 
for labour unions and local 


er Janos Kadar, 'legalising 
opposition parties ana nego- 


governments to have a bigger 
say in the sell-off of state’ 
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bating free elections which 
they contested as the newly 
.social democratic HSP.' 

They won only 33 seats in 
the 386-parliament dominated 
by Prime Minister J.ozsef 


An tail’s Hungarian Democra- 
tic Forum (HDF) and two, 


allied conservative parties, but 
Mr. Hom said the HSP would 


certainly do better in the next 
election. 

Opinion polls less than a 
year before the next election 
show the HSP is second only to 
Fidcsz, the radical vouth 


movement turned political par- 
*. ft is 


ty, in the eyes of voters, .. ... 
popular among the most highlv 
educated Hungarians as well as 
blue-collar workers. 

Between a. fifth and quarter 
of those surveyed ana who 
express a preference rank the 


assets. 

"We cannot make a single 
essential step without consulta- 
tions and agreements with the 
trade unions,” he added. 
"There will be no social peace 
without this." 

The HSP and trade unions 
consult regularly ami often 
coordinate policy, Mr. Horn 
said, adding that several senior 
labour officials will stand as 
HSP candidates. 

The potential for a socialist 
come back has been helped by 
widespread disconientwith the 
centre-right government that 
took power m 1990* 

Hungarians* hopes for a bet- 
ter life have faded amid dou- 
ble-digit inflation ond.unem- 


* 


ployment, a growingchhsm.be* 
wly rich 


tween newly rich entrep- 
reneurs and newly poor unskil- 
led workers, and’ Mr. AmolVs 
image as an aloof lender; • 
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Lower House continues debate 

(Contfamed from page 3) 


Ibrahim Samara Zon’bi 
(Jordanian National Front — 
; JNF) 

The coming peace imposes ma- 
- jor burdens and challenges that 
will require us aD to be ready 
to interact with them and real- 
kise positive benefits and also 
reduce their adverse impact on 
: the Kingdom. 

I call on the government to 
pursue all efforts to bolster the 
. country’s Armed Forces 
through continued training and 
the acquisition of modern 
weapons. I also urge it to 
strengthen the security services 
and promote their role, 
al support the government’s 


the ministerial statement. 

In the past few months 
media circles complained that 
the Ministry of information 
was playing the role of watch- 
dog, which drives me to call on 
the government to put an end 
to these wrong practices. 


we urge the government not to 
let it rail in the hands of foreij; 


powers which tamper in . 
daily food of our subjects. 

Finally, I ask the govern- 
ment to set up a sports city in 
the southern region similar to 
those built in other dries in 
Jordan. 


. tkm in Jordan and urge it to 
place the right person in die 
. right position in the pnblic 
administration system. 

I call cm the government to 
speed up work on the King 
Abdullah Hospital at the Jor- 
dan University of Science and 
Technology (3TJST) and urge it 
pto do whatever is possible to 
improve the living conditions 
of civil servants. 

I believe that the condition 
of roads is far below the re- 
quired standard, and that more 
work has to be done to ensure 
an efficient water network in 
Jordan. 




Hatem Ghzawi 
(Koura slid the Jordan Valley) 
"" (NAF) 

IfM v I believe that the present gov- 
^ eminent is trying to feel its way 
i_ through the criteria set by the 
men K'- Dew wor ^ or£ ter. Any govera- 
* ' ment under similar difficult cir- 
cumstances would inevitably 
face a difficult course wrought 
with dangers. 

We have to be brave and 
voice our appreciation of the 
government's accomplish- 
ments of the future endeavour's 
to achieve prosperity for the 
Jordanian people. 

We value the government’s 
drive to enhance national unity 
to support the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
to attain a just and durable 
peace, to bolster the Armed 
Forces and security services 
capabilities, to apply decentra- 
lisation and to reform the pub- 
lic administration system. 

I support the government’s 
drive to curb unemployment 
and poverty by supporting the 
Development and Employ- 
ment Fund and the National 
Aid Fund and its drive to up- 
grade the educational system. 


■Sfr: 


Toujan Faisal 

(Amman Third District) (PDQ 

Not only does the Speech from 
the Throne, considered as the 
ministerial statement, not re- 
flect this government's traits ... 
also, what has been mentioned 
as achievements are not neces- 
sarily this government's 
achievements or even its trend, 
but an accumulation of 
achievements of former gov- 
ernments. 

The most important achieve- 
ment of this government was* 
the administrative decentra- 
lisation in the govern orates, 
that is, the government has 
transferred part of some minis- 
tries' authorities to the gov- 
ernors ... who are in fact em- 
ployees of one ministry, the 
ministry of Interior. 

It has thus increased the 
authorities of these governors, 
known for their martial prac- 
tices... 

This government, that did 
not achieve anything to solve 
the unemployment problem or 
improve incomes, had actually 
increased prices of the most 
important commodities and 
food items at a rate between 
10-15 per cent ... a ratio that is 
in contradiction with the 
Speech from the Throne that 
limited it to around 4.5 per 
cent 

There is no one among us 
who does not wish peace would 
prevail ... but we oppose the 
timing and the mechanism ... 
in addition to the media margi- 
nalisation we suffered from. 
There is also an information 
blackout and monopoly by the 
negotiating team who con- 
cerned many events that were 
taking place. 

While I am confident that 
Minister Rima Khalaf is cap- 
able of performing her job 
perfectly, I do not consider 
that the appointment of one 
woman in a senior post is a 
reflection of an honest drive to 
give women their rights, there 
is a large number of women 
who are capable of assuming 
leading posts ... amendments 
of laws are a necessity to give 
women their rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution. 

I hope that we wfll not let 
ourselves and our electorates 
down by giving the vote of 
confidence to a government 
that has proved that it has 
nothing to do with democracy. 



Aref Bataineh 
(Irbid District) (PDC) 

The eyes of the people's repre- 
sentatives will be continuously 
watching the government's 
performance and its commit- 
ment to the constants ... and 
we will be reminding the 
eminent of the Speech 
the Throne... 

The amendment of the Elec- 
tion Law in this manner and in 
this content put the govern- 
ment and the House in a com- 
promising situation. I would 
VKke to ask the government on 


what basis it retied upon in its 
appointments of people to 
senior posts during the last six 
months. 

When the government indi- 
cates in its statement that it is 
trying to increase the capacity 
of government hospitals it is 
contradicting itself when a de- 
cision by the minister of health 
was issued to halt the execu- 
tion of a project to expand 
Princess Banna Hospital, the 
only one in the Irbid goverao- 
rate. 

The government was not 
committed to the letter of 
appointment concerning the 
continuity and implementation 
of projects that were initiated 
Jby former ..governments... 
Pwhicb leads me to believe that 
this government will not be 
committed to its promises in 


Jamil Al Hsboush 
(Karak District) (PDC) 

God bestowed us with a 
great leader who has wide ex- 
perience at the international 
level. And since the King is 
leading our foreign policy, we 
are therefore, sure of our great 
future. 

At the internal level, 
those who are looking for dis- 
crimination and Jordan for 
Palestine are conspiring 
against it and its potentials. 

Jordanians and Palestinians 
are one people, lived together 
on the both sides of the Jordan 
River and such a negative con- 
cept based on splitting these 
people is brought out by col- 
onialism. 

On the administrative scale, 
the first step to be tpken is to 
decrease the number of minis- 
tries we have, which does not 
fit with our country’s size. 

In the field of services, I 
demand equality between the 
Badia region ana southern Jor- 
dan Valley and other areas in 
Jordan. 

The government should 
build housing projects for far- 
mers to encourage them to 
stick to their farms. 

We are all concerned about 
our strategic food security and 


DaifaUah Al M omani 
(Ajloun District) (IAF) 

In my view the successive gov- 
ernments in Jordan following 
the Gulf war »efe ati subject to 
pressure and the flinsfou that it 
is better for us to accept what 
has been planned for us and to 
bear the consequences of the 
war without due regard to our 
faith- and its teachings in this 
respect. 

The way to peace is the same 
that was charted by our grand- 
fathers throughout history and 
was successful. All other ways 
are doomed to failure. 

According to the latin way of 
democracy and not the modern 
Western democracy, the 
reason for the existence of a 
government is to protect public 
interests, and if it fails to do 
that, it should be changed. 

Only through this policy can 
we achieve material prosperity 
and happiness for people. 

This government has been 
committing malpractices in 1 
selecting citizens to serve in 
senior positions. We feel that 
the government continues to 
favour certain groups and is 
discriminating against others as 
if this country is a farm owned 
by certain groups of people. 

The same thing can be said 
with regard to appointments 
through the Civil Service Com- 
mission. 

I cite a single example of a 
person from the Ajloun Dis- 
trict whose application for 
work has been with the Civil 
Service commission for four 
years. 

I withhold confidence in the 
government, but I hope this 
government would implement 
all the articles in its policy 
statement should it win Parlia- 
ment's favour. 



Bassa m Emoush 
(Zarqa District) (IAF) 

Islam is not applied in Jordan 
as most people know, except in 
very limited areas. 

Islam is not applied to poli- 
tics, economy and social rela- 
tions. Although I believe that 
Jordan should play a leading 
role in the application of Isla- 
mic rule since the Kingdom is 
linked to the Prophet 
Mohammad. 


Islam provides ji solution to 
many problems if applied hv 
the government, political 
groups and individuals. 

When the Islamic movement 
supported the previous govern- 
ment of Mudar Badran tt stipu- 
lated that that government 
stan applying Islamic law. but 
we saw no step taken towards 
this application so far. 

I believe a referendum 
would prove that the majority 
of people in Jordan favour the 
application of Islamic rule. 

Concerning (U.S. .secretary 
of state Warren) Christopher's 
current visit I hope our foreign 
minister will protest to the 
U.S. secretary officially against 
(President) Clinton's ’meeting 
with Salman Rushdie who had 
offended the feelings of a 
billion Muslims. 

The internationalisation of 
Jerusalem is rejected by the 
Sharia and Islamic law and all 
the faithful Muslims who con- 
sider the return of the whole of 
occupied Palestinian lands to 
their legitimate owners 
through holy war and Jihad as 
the proper solution. 

(Mr.) Arafat's agreement 
with Israel was a recognition of 
the Jewish- state whose settlers 
continue to commit atrocities 
against the Palestinians. 

I wonder what the present 
government's plans are to con- 
front the Israeli conspiracy on 
Palestine and Jordan. 

We support the PLO (Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation), 
but not an organisation that 
concludes agreements with 
Israel. We are against norma- 
lising relations with the Jews. 

I call for reestablishing 
strong relations with rhe Arab 
countries and for bolstering 
ties among the Arab masses in 
ail states. 

I urge the govemmept to put 
an end to any interference by 
the American ambassador in 
Jordan's internal affairs. We 
should raise our voices in pro- 
test against such actions. 

fir 



Samih Al Farah 
(Amman Sixth District) 

We want Jordan to serve as a 
model for the principles of 
freedom, justice and human 
rights, therefore we pledge to* 
work in close cooperation with 
the executive authority in 
order to deal with the chal- 
lenges lying ahead. 

I thank tne King for ordering 
that the elections be held pa 
schedule and conducted in a 
free and fair atmosphere. 

The past experiences proved 
that democracy was ana is the 
best guarantee for political and 
domestic stability and the main 
element for enhancing national 
unity. 

Despite the. external chal- 
lenges feeing the Kingdom, 
Jordan has been able to con- 
front the numerous problems 
and was successful in purusing 
economic reform programmes 
to deal with unbalances in the 
national economy. , 

On the external front, Jor- 
dan has continued its drive to 
support the Palestinian people 
in tne face of Zionist occupa- 



| A n International 
| based in Jordan 

following vacancies : 

company j 
has the 
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Typing skills 
Computer Knowledge. 


Secretaries : 


|| To handle secretarial work; filing , 
i answering the phone , etc. Must be 
a graduate of a well known 
j secretarial center with minimum | 
o f 2-3 years experience. 

^Please send your CV with a photo to; 

P.O.Box 926647 Amman-Jordan. 

*A1I applications will be 
handled in strict confidence . 
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tion, and I believe we should 
pursue the same policies as 
charted by the government. 

I caD on the government to 
upgrade laws to encourage in- 
vestment, promote the agri- 
cultural sector, and speed up 
the applications of measures to 
boost the industry. 

My decision concerning the 
vote of confidence will be 
taken in light of the govern- 
ment's response to the de- 
mands of my bloc: that it con- 
sult with Parliament in future 
Cabinet reshuffles, achieve 
justice in die appointment of 
people in government posi- 
tions, formulate a new election 
law that caters to the present 
stage of Jordan's political life, 
re-examine legislation con- 
cerning taxation and improve 
the living conditions of military 
and civilian personnel em- 
ployed by die government 



Anwar Al Hadid 
Amman Fourth District (PDC) 

We do not have in front of us a 
dear programme. We only 
have a prime minister, who has 
a great desire to give a clear 
image of political work, and 
ministers whom we have 
known for a long time though 
their previous positions. 

We are satisfied with some 
of them, but realise that the 
others are not able to shoulder 
the responsibility ... and if I 
were to make a decision on this 
government’s programme, 
without considering its mem- 
bers, then our acquaintance 
with the extent of authority, 
the ministers’ authorities, and 
their style in tackling matters 
make us fear for this prog- 
ramme. 

I am aware that Jordan's 
problems with the Israeli 
enemy are solvable, but I fear 
that we might have fallen into 
the trap of unilateral solutions 
that wul yield nothing tangible 
for Palestine, its sons, ana the 
Arab nation. 


As long as Jerusalem is the 
symbol of the Islamic and Arab 
nations' party, then will we be 
steadfast in our positions to- 
wards this issue, which Jordan 
has no right to abandon, so 
that Jerusalem will continue to 
be Arab Is lami c? 

If normahsatjon is to be 
attained with the enemy, then 
it must only be achieved after 
the attainment of a just and 
comprehensive peace on all 
fronts. 

If Arab and Is lami c solidar- 
ity is a rightfol demand, then 
there is an urgent need to- 
revise our political dealings 
with all the Arab and Islamic 
countries so as to attain soli- 
darity without restoring to pro- 
vocations. 

The administrative system is 
irrepairable unless a miracle 
takes place; and since these are 
not the days of miracles, the 
government must be able to 
stop further deterioration. 

The government's duty is to 
provide subsidised housing to 
the poor as well as rehabilitate 
and help the expatriates who 
returned from the Gulf coun- 
tries, else this will have nega- 
tive impacts on the society. 

The soda! security system is 
merely a social insurance sys- 
tem that only applies to those 
who can afford it. When will it 
cover all the sons of this home- 
land? 

My position toward the gov- 
ernment will be taken after I 
hear its response to my views. 

Mohammad Al Hqj 

(Zarqa District) (IAF) 

The people who had entrusted 
us to be their representatives 
certainly want us to be honest 
and loyal in assuming this re- 
sponsibility ... the Jordanian, 
people are an Arab Muslim 
people who are proud of Islam 
as a Sharia, civilisation and 
faith ... this constant means 
that the people are keen on 
being governed by Islamic 



nent, honourable and jost 
peace, do we find it in oar 
government’s support of the 
Gaza- Jericho agreement? 

That weak deal that did not 
preserve this nation’s dignity 
and did not guarantee title 
minimum level of its right ... 
that agreement that ignored 
our historical right in Jeru- 
salem and our natural right of 
return .... 

When I read the articles in 


the Constitution concerning 
the rights of Jordanians arid 
their duties, I found honestly 


Sharia ... 

I rail on the government, if it 
obtains the vote of confidence, 
to translate these words, com- 
plete cooperation and coor- 
dination among all Arab coun- 
tries, into action. 

To relinquish grain of a our 
blessed land's sou is a big crime 
... we ask, where is this perma- 


that the government is not 

committed to any of these .... 
starting with acceptance in uni- 
versities and ending with ; 
appointments. 

With all my due respect and 
appreciation to the prime 
minister whom I knew as a 
resident of the University of 
fordan while I was a student ... 

I believe that a government 
that accepted to dissolve to 
impose a law that was rejected 
by deputies and senators ... ; 

and does not seek to impfe- 
ment the Islamic Sharia is a i 
pvemment that is not worth * ; 
people’s confidence. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amman mayor leaves for Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Governor Mamdouh Al Abbadi 
Saturday left for Alexandria, Eayit, to attend a three-day 
meeting of the Arab Cities and Capitals Organisation. The. 
meeting is called to discuss the organisation's achievements 
during the past period in the fields of finance, administration, 
information, foreign affairs and the cities development fund. 

Phosphate company adopts joint 
venture policy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Managing Director of Jordanian Phos- 
phate Company (JPC) Sameh Madam said the company exerts 
efforts to preserve its status in the international market and 
increase its share if possible. At a meeting with JPCs 
employees, Mr. Madani said that the company is currently 
adopting a joint ventures -policy to enable it to meet the 
company’s expenses. Until now, the company succeeded in 
striking deals with Indian and Japanese companies. 
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MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL 


P.OBox (2444) Shmeisani .Amman - Jordan 
TEL; (660504) Fax: (684905) 

We are pleased to announce that the school, in affiliation with : 

London Montoosorl Canter , will be holding its Teacher Training Course for, the 
Nursery (foundation) and Primary levels according to the folowing schedule : 
Course ’ Starting Date Claes Hours Duration 

Nursery Foundation December 11th 1993 3:45- 7:30 pm Ten Weeks 

Primary .January 15th 1993 3:45- 7:30 pm,. Ten Weeks 

For registration and further details please call the administration on the above telephone 
number as soon as possible as the number of students that may be accommodated is limited 
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NON-STOP TO 

THE GULF 



4 TIMES A WEEK 



Whichever class you travel, you’ll fly in 
comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with us and discover 
the international smile of the Gulf. 


Cjulf Air offers non -stop afternoon flights 
from Amman to Abu Dhabi, Bahrain and 
Doha A times a week, with onward 
connections to Muscat and beyond. 

guL£>air 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 

OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 
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Three years on, Kuwait still counts war losses 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, 
three yean on, is s till calculat- 
ing its losses from Iraq's 
occupation and preli min ary 
estimates of $170 billion may 
rise, an official said Monday. 


Adel Assam, general mana- 
ger of the Public Authority for 
Assessment of Compensations 
for damages resulting from Ira- 
qi aggression, said the $170 
billion figure did not include 


the sum Kuwait plans to claim 
from Baghdad for cleaning up 
environmental damage caused 
by its seven-month occupation 
in 1990-91. 

Nor did it include the final 
cost of major damage such as 
that to installations of the 
state-owned oil industry, he 
said. 

“We are still processing indi- 
vidual, corporate and govern- 
ment claims,” he said in an 


China to spend $140b 
on transport upgrade 


BEUING (R) — China plans 
to spend more than 700 billion 
yuan ($140 billion) on a range 
of projects to upgrade its trans- 


port infrastructure during the 
1990s, the official Xinhua 


News Agency has. said. 

Xinhua said the ambitious 
plan would include expanding 
the nation's railway network to 
70,000 kilometres from the 
current 53,000 kilometres and 
bring highways to 1.2 million 
kilometres fro m the present 
1.02 mflli nn kilometres. 

C hina also hopes to increase 
its deepwater berths to more 
than 600 from the current 300 
as well as undertake major 
expansion- of the country’s 
pipeline and air transport sys- 
tems, Xinhua said. 

“To accomplish the objec- 


tive^ China will, in addition to 
its own efforts, take bolder 
steps to encourage foreign in- 
vestors to invest in this sector,” 
Xinhua said. 

“While continuing to use 
loans provided by the. World 
Bank and foreign govern- 
ments, China wul welcome 
foreign investors to run joint 
ventures or solely-owned ven- 
tures in the construction of 
railways and highways and civil 
aviation facilities other than 
the air-control system,” it said 
without giving further details. 

Transport has been a major 
bottleneck during China’s past 
decade of high-speed growth, 
with infrastructure lagging far 
behind the fast-growing need 
for both passenger ana i 
traffic. 


cargo 


Croatia plans price 
and tax cuts to 
boost economy 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia will 
soon cut taxes and prices for 
energy following a drastic re- 
‘ duct ion in war-induced infla- 
tion. Prime Minister Nikica 
Valentic ha* said. 

He spoke a day after 
announcing that inflation had 
been slashed to 1 .4 per cent in 
November from more than 40 
per cent in September, a tur- 
nabout brought about by a 
curb on printing and issuing of 
Croatia's dinar" currency. 

"We crushed the hyperinfla- 
tion before the deadline, at 
very little expense." Mr. 
Valentic was quoted by the 
state news agency Hina as tell- 
ing a gathering of Zagreb 
businessmen. 

"When we started the anti- 
inflation programme (in Octo- 
ber) we were sure inflation 
would fall under fne per cent a 
month hut did not say so then 
as it would have seemed fool- 
ish — it didn't (seem I realis- 
tic." he said. "So November 
inflation took even us by sur- 
prise." 

The anti-inflation drive in 
the former Yugoslav republic 
of 4.h milliun people included 
strict limits on wage increases 
and a new flat import tax of Hi - 
per cent. 

Mr. Valentic said there 
would be considerable room 
for prices m be lowered, in- 
cluding oil. electricity and 
postal and telecommunications 
services. 


“With lower domestic prices 
we're aiming at strengthening 
real exchange rates "and we 
think we'll stabilise them at a 
level that will stimulate exports 
and guarantee lower prices." 
he pointed out. 

Mr. Valentic said the gov- 
ernment was planning to lower 
all taxes and duties and intro- 
duce measures to improve tax 
collection at the same time. 

The dinar has strengthened 
from 4,400 to the German 
mark at the start of October to 
3.5U0 now. 

Its sudden rise after losing 
value almost daily is widely 
thought to have been produced 
by the central bank limiting the 
amount of money issued to 
banks for the purchase of hard 
currency to $32 million a 
month. 

The dinar lopt 1 .800 per cent 
of its value in the first nine 
months of the year due to 
excessive printing bv the gov- 
ernment. whose budget is 
heavily burdened by war with 
rebel "Serbs holding" a third of 
the country. 

Mr’ Valentic also said 
Croatia was expecting the first 
portions of a $400 million 
World Bank credit for rebuild- 
ing of its war-damaged infras- 
tructure. 

Among branches of industry 
which deserved the govern- 
ment's special attention were 
industry and tourism. Mr. 
Valentic said. 


interview. “For example the 
oil sector is still finalising its 
claim ... we have just set up a 
committee to work on the en- 
vironmental claim.” 

Under Gulf war ceasefire 
terms Iraq must compensate all 
losses caused by its invasion 
and occupation. 

Baghdad will be required to 
pay through a U.N. compensa- 
tion committee (UNCC) a 
third of oil revenues when it is 
allowed to resume exports, 
Mr. Assam said the $170 
billion figure did not reflect the 
cost of cleaning ofl pollution 
caused by oil fires set by Iraqis 
or of removing hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqi mines. The 
mine-clearing is in its final 


months. 

He said the sum of $170 
billion was made up of two 
portions — losses falling within 
categories defined as claimable 
from Baghdad under rules set 
by the UNCC, and those fall- 
ing outside. 

Losses falling within the 
UNCC categories came to ab- 
out $117 billion at the moment. 
If losses falling outside were 
added, the total comes to $170 
billion, he said. 

He said Reuters incorrectly 
reported Saturday that Kuwait 
would claim about $117 billion 
from t he U.N. committee, 
when in fact this figure was. 
only total losses so for calcu? 


lated. 

Oil revenue forfeited dur- 
ing the occupation and the 
repairing of oilfields was claim- 
able via the UNCC and was 
part of the $117 billion figure, 
as was interest due on the 
losses. He said interest was an 
roved item under U.N. 


appro 
rules. 

He said Reuters incorrectly 
reported Saturday 


that for- 
feited oil sales would not be 
claimable via the UNCC. 

He said the SI 17 billion fi- 
gure did not igdude the still 
uncalculated cost of the en- 
vironmental damage or the fin- 
al amount of other losses 
claimable via the UNCC, he 
said. 


Germany wants EC law 
against car thefts In 1994 


BONN (R) — Germany wants 
the European Community 
(EC) to introduce a law in 1994 
making it mandatory for new 
cars to have electronic anti- 
theft devices, officials have 
said. 

Government minis ters, the 
police, car industry and insur- 
ance company officials agreed 
at a meeting that major steps 
most be taken to combat a 
wave of car thefts since East 
European borders opened in 
1989. 

Transport Minister Matthias 
Wissmann said 130,000 "cars 
were stolen in Germany last 
year, up 30 per cent from 1991. 
More than 60,000 have not 
been found, suggested that 
they had been driven to East- 
ern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union. 

He said other Western coun- 
tries such as France and Italy 
were also hit badly. Car them 
cost insurance companies in 
Germany alone about 1.5 bil- 
lion marks ($880 million) last 
year 


Mr. Wissmann said the gov- 
ernment was using a twin-track 
approach under which volun- 
tary steps by the car industry to 
improve protection were cou- 


pled with efforts to standardise 
EC guidelines 


on anti-theft de- 
vices. 

“It is our goal to push 
through this initiative in the 
European Community already 
ion 1994,” he told a news 
conference. 

Officials said the German 
car industry, under pressure 
from insurance companies, had 
voluntarily started fitting some 
new models with electronic 
devices that are hard to crack 
even for East European gangs 
that specialise in stealing ex- 
pensive cars. 

Dieter Zetsche, board mem- 
ber of Mercedes-Benz A.G., 
said the luxury car maker was 
equipping new models with 
electronic immobilisers to pre- 
vent unauthorised drivers from 
starting cars. 

Bruno Gas, who heads the 
Association of German Insur- 


ance Companies, said insurers 
had started refusing compre- 
hensive insurance to luxury car 
owners without electronic im- 
mobilisers. 

Without such devices, own- 
ers will only regain 90 per cent 
of the value of a stolen car, he 
said. 

Insurance companies in par- 
ticular want the immobilisers, 
which block petrol supplies 
and stop a driver unable to give 
the proper electronic signal 
from activating the ignition, to 
be coupled under law with' 
better door and s tee rim; wheel 
locks. 

Interior Minister Mhnfred 
Kanther, : who hosted the meet- 
ing, said statistics showed that 
luxury cars like Mercedes, 
BMW, Audi and Porsche top- 
ped the list of those which were 
not recovered after being 
stolen. 

Mr. Kanther predicted that 
all cars, new as well as used, 
would eventually be equipped 
with more effective, anti-theft 
devices. 


IMF delays $1.55 billion 
ESAF funding to Pakistan 


KARACHI. Pakistan |R) - 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has delaxed 
funding of SI. 55 billion to 
finance structural reforms in 
Pakistan after Islamabad failed 
to meet two \ital benchmarks, 
official sources have said. 

The economic structural 
adjustment facility (ESAF) 
package was to be presented to 
the IMF board by Nov. 31). hut 
was postponed until February 
1994 to give Pakistan time to 
meet the" fund's requirements, 
the sources said. 

The IMF is also waiting to 
see if Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto will he able to push 
through a new agriculture tax. 

The two benchmarks that 
Pakistan failed to meet were in 
raising foreign exchange 
reserves, slashed by months of 
political instability and large 
debt repayments, and in 
reducing government • bank 
borrowing, the sources said. 

Amonu conditions for the 
$1.55 billion, including the 
IMFs ESAF. the extended 
fund facility and the World 
Bank's public sector 
adjustment lyan (PSAL). 
Pakistan must cut its fiscal 
deficit to 5.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 
1993/94 (July June) from 7.5 
per cent .last year. 

Bank borrowing hit 22 
billion rupees (S733" million) in 
the first three weeks of Julv 
compared with a 20 
billion-rupee target for the 
year. 

The fiscal position was 
improving, with the overall 
deficit in" the first -quarter in 
line with the target for the 
vear. state (central) Bank of 
Pakistan Governor 

Mohammad Ynqub told 
Reuters. 

"The issue is financing. - , -he 
said. “Expenditure jj, on" track 
but non-bahk sourcing -is not 
on track, but this should be 
only transitional." 


Nigeria’s new ruler faces tough economic task 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's new 
military ruler faces "a daunting 
task to revive an economy crip" 
pled by cash shortages, lack of 
investor confidence and in- 
coherent policies, analysts 
said. 

"The economy is on the 
verge of collapse,” said Ade- 
kunie Olumide. director gener- 
al of the Lagos Chamber of 
Commerce. 

General Sani Abacha took 
charge last month at a time 
"when the economy was al its 
lowest ebb since" ex-military 
ruler Ibrahim Babangida be- 
gan a structural adjustment 
programme (SAP) in 1986. 

"It's not going to be easy job 
mending tne economy.”" said 
Uzor Okeke. acting "head of 
the Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria. "This has been one 
of the worst years for the eco- 
nomy." 

General Abacha. who was 
defence minister in Bubangi- 
da's government and that "of , 
Ernest Shonekan. inherited an 
economy weighed down by 
huge foreign debts, low pro- 


ductivity. corruption, misman- 
agement and political unrest. 

The private sector will be 
looking to the new government 
to introduce measures to turn 
things around. 

"What we want is a reactiva- 
tion of the economy and stabil- 
ity of the foreign exchange 
system. Something also has to 
be done about interest rates, 
which are now too high." Mr. 
Okeke said. 

The oil-fuelled economy re- 
dded gains during the early 
ears of SAP with annual 
growth reaching 8. 1 per cent in 
1990. : 

But growth has since fallen 
and is expected to be less than 
three per cent this year. 

Nigeria's western creditors 
blame the decline on the aban- 
donment by Babangida's admi- 
nistration of SAP. including 
foreign exchange deregulation 
and privatisation. 

They said the government's 
reckless spending and failure 
to take difficult economic deci- 
sions threw the reforms off 
track. 


However. Mr. Okeke 
blamed the external orienta- 
tion of Babangida's SAP poli- 
cies for the economic woes. 

"The SAP was supposed to' 
reduce external dependency 
but the way we dealt with trade 
liberalisation turned Nigeria 
into a cash and carry "eco- 
nomy." Mr. Okeke said. 

Local businessmen will be 
looking to Gen. Abacha to 
place greater emphasis on in- 
creasing local production by- 
directing more resources to 
facilitate the growth of the 
private sector. 

They want the government 
to curb spending on non-pro- 
ductive sectors and review ex- 


He said the government's 
accounts were in"the red and 
■Nigeria needed SJU billion to 
settle the debts of the state oil 
company, repair refineries and 
service foreign debts. - .. . 

Gen. Abaeha's government 
will probably continue its pre- 
decessors' efforts to strike a 
deal with the International 
Monetary Fund to qualify for 
debt write-off of a larcc por- 


large pi 

tion of the roughly S30 billion 


pendiiure on dubious schemes 
like the >teel complex and alu- 


minium smelter projects. 

The main constraint facing 
Gen. Abacha in stimulating 
economic growth is probably a 
luck of cash, analysts said. 

Ex-oil secretary Don Etiebet 
said recently when justifying a 
fvlflll per cent hike in fuefprices 
that the government was 
broke. 


Nigeria owes mainly Western 
creditors. 

Though Western govern- 
ments kept symbolic sanctions 
against Mr. * Shonekan's un-. 
elected government, his admi- 
nistration. which was domin- 
ated by people from the pri- 
vate sector, made some head-* 
way with creditor institutions, 
and Nigeria's main trading 
partners. 

It is not clear what attitude 
the West will adopt to Gen. 
Abaeha's government. 

"Right now it's difficult to 
tell what he stands for and 
plans to do." one Western 
diplomat said. 


Peanuts 


here's the world 
WAR I FLYIN6 ACE 
WALKING BACK TO 

The aerodrome.. 



SUDDENLY HE 
5EE5 A 
LIGHT IN 
THE WINDOW 
OF A SMALL 
SHABBY 
FARM HOUSE 



•HE TAPS GENTLY 
ON THE DOOR.. 



SOMETIMES THE 
UNIFORM FRIGHTENS 
THEM.. 







Andy Capp 



A COLLECTOR FHO'VvTWE 


CHARTTV-SHO P WAS HERE 


IMG ABOUT 
OLD CLOTHES - SHE SAID 
SMtiV* CALLBACK... 




COULD I ASK WHAT 
M3U DO WITH YOUR 


CERCAINDk ZHANG 
THEM UP CAREFULLY 
AT NIGHT AND GO 
[>70 BED. IN -THE 
V MORNING I PUT 
THEM ON AGAIN 
ANDGOTO WORK 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Whenever 1 feel like you don’t 
love me anymore I just 
fall to pieces!” 


Mutt*n’Jeff 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Ulka AryMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles. 
one letter to each square, la farm 
tour ordinary words. 


TABLO 



□ 


{ylyiWei 


m 

UEQE 



LX_ 


□ 


SML 

IQIR 


□ 

■1 


V 





■i 

mm 

■■ 



Print answer here: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

™rrnxr: 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BANJO PURGE MARTIN BEADLE 

Answer wnai the king did a tier his coronation — 
■REIGNED" 


He said economic 
management wa> becoming 
more "disciplined, with money 
supply growing at 14 per cent, 
compared with growth of 
between IK and 20 per cent last 
vear. 

Money supply grew just 3.7 
per cent in the first quarter, 
down from seven per cent in 
the corresponding period last 
year. 

Credit growth to the private 
sector was well within official 
guidelines, halved from lost 
year to five per cent in the first 
quarter, he said. 

"Onlv the government 
sector needs more discipline to 
bring down borrowing.” he 
said. 

Foreign exchange reserves 
were rising quick! v. boosted by 
the arrival of the first 
installment of the world bank’s 
PSAL. aimed at improving 
balance of payments, he said. 

Reserves stood at S3 78 at the 
end of October, but have risen 
rapidly in the last month on 
rising" exports and growing 
confidence in political stability 
to hit nearly SKflU million lust 
week. 


Pakistan must improve 
foreign exchange reserves, 
which fell to kss than mo 
weeks of import* in 


inflation to hve per cent from 
more than 10 «■* A 

.qwnweGDP L'rowrh ot h.5 per f 

cent' over the next three years 
under the ESAF terms, 

Mr. Yaqub said economic 
growth was showing signs of 
substantial improvement for 
1993/94. alter falling to a 
record low of three per cent • 
the previous year. 

Sources dose to the IMF 
said the delay in submitting the 
package would "allow Pakistan 
more time to meet targets, 
addine that if a preliminary 
proposal had been presented 
and then been withdrawn it - 
would have been more difficult ; 
to reapplv. 

Among the most crucial 
condition for the ESAF lies in 
Pakistan's first tax on - 
agr (cultural income, that was 9 - 
passed by the previous, interim 
government. It must be 
presented to the new national / 
assemble (lower house) for 
approval within four months. 


Cuba produces record 
one million tonnes of oil 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba has 
said it had produced one mil- 
lion tonnes of crude oil so far 
in calendar 1993, a record for 
domestic production on the 
c ommunis t-ruled Caribbean is- 
land. Cuba, whose fuel imports 
have dived to less than half the 
amount it imported in the late 
1980s when it had ofl-for-sugar 
deals with the former Soviet 
Union, has been seeking to 
boost dometic production and 
save hard currency. The offi- 


cial 


Communist Party news- 
;r Granma said oft workers 
extracted one mifikm ton- ■ 
nes of domestic crude from 
January to Nov. 25. Hailing, 
the record with a front-page 
photograph of an oQ worker, 
the newspaper stressed that 
every tone of oil produced at 
home saved precious hard cur- ■ 
rency. Most of Cuba’s domes- 
tic oil is from the northern 
coast around Vuradero, east of 
Havana. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 7, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righier Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES:' 
The triple Moon sex tile to Plulo. 
Mercury and Venus makes com- 
munication easier with a positive 
connection between mind and 
emotions. This is an especially 
good day to conduct business or 
engage in writing of any sort. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Early confusion where a worldly 
interest is concerned is soon fol- 
lowed by the ability io be off to 
new interest and to make head- 
way with them. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Stick to what has been found 


.satisfactory in your life and 
don't go off on a wild goose 
chase that you have had little 
experience about. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2|) 
An obligation that is of concern 
to you should be put off until a 
more propitious moment while 
you do what you know will, 
please your attachment. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 io 
July 21) An outside matter can 
bring you some discredit if pur- 
sued so make a point to keep 
busy whatever your task is and 
you make real progress. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't take any chances in trying 
to pull ihe wool over your attach" 
merits eyes but seek better ways 
under which to get your impor- 
tant points across. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A vacillating partner can 
keep vou upset about 


course ot action so attend to yuor 

E ait of whatever bargain has 
een already been decided upon, 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Work can ha\e a series of 
muddled condition* so be cmrcfal 
•to be exact in .doing .them fpdjet 
the assistance of a worldly ; 
of experience. 

.SCORPIO: (October 23 » 
November 21 1 Think about how 
you can smooth the ruffled feath- 
ers of a dose companion and put 
your greatest amount of effort in 
enthusiastically doing your tasks. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Let some con- 
dition you do not understand at 
home work itself out which is the 
best wav. instead be off with 


ass?** 


{girt* 


f* 


mate to some entertainment you 
both like. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to. 
January 20) Think about how to 
rise above some problem involv- 
ing papers, reports dr informa- 
tion that confuses you and 
tonight enjoy pleasures at home 
now. 


a joint 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can err in your 
judgement concerning practical 
wax’s to handle a business matter 
unless you get all pertinent data 
from some outside sources. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You arc not sure just what 
you want early in the day so wait 
until after noon when you have 
all sorts of new and good ideas 
for your future advancement. 


«*• V 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Coburn 


T. -v. 

* ‘ 


ACROSS 
l Speed of sound 
word 

S Jedi ieacJv*r 
9 Cuiriei and — 
13 Escort 

15 Home oi Phillips 
U 

16 Actress Metnh 
ir Soidid 

iB Teen prooiem 

19 — impasse 
laeunockpo) 

20 Treasury in 
Topeka " 1 

X Toppers 
C3 Seme 
W Oarlock 
26 Res l 
30 Brainstorms 

32 Stunt 

33 Painter GunJo 
35 Sink o used in 

mount am 
ChmpWK) 

39 Gascony 

ijutlnend 

-10 SurfiMS 
42 Sea eagle 



'*•4 Pay*- «nu s<k« 
Hq*. iu-u-imk, 


43 Scope 
■»5 Reject 

46 RoijrOIS 

47 Str.Wj.-i 

49 Sli.ua 

Si Ei. mu ot lain 

53 Took cnarg* 

54 CnlKUdS 

55 Reno runner' 1 

62 T attuned 

63 Hoot sound 
61 Silty person 

65 Bard 

66 B<g 94« 

67 Happily 

68 B A wntd 

69 Rammer 

70 Pitcher 
Hei-SNsef 


DOWN 

1 Natural scant 

2 Contused 

3 Sleuth Charlie 

4 Slmi buttons 

5 B:hiir -j newt 
d former tv 

7 Face 


3 —unties, 

9 Stockman from 
Boise 1 
ia Necessary 
it Rotative on 
mother's 3«io 
13 HMnottf 
>4 Pitcher Note 
jnd i amity 

21 Prf’PhetS 

25 Chance 

26 Lem nr 
mu no 

27 MsSomms 
26 Soreness 

29 Salem s 
beginnings' 

30 Botweon put 

31 Regimen 

34 Root overhang 
36 Accurate 
3V tluiiiJjnger 
38 Capones 
nemesis 

4i Repaired shoes 
44 Koc*w 
Byrnes 


Yaatenfay's Punfe SahwL 


Rnran RDtiPi nnnn 
nnmrnn tinnn ~ircnn 

unrannnnnmnnnnmi 

Finn 

nrcnaon nnntnann 
mnn rdh nnn 

nronnn 

nnnnnnnnnnnnmnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
non nnnu 
nnvuinnn nnnnoo 
nnn rnnnnnrinn 
nnnnnnnnncnrinnn 
nnnn nnnn rannwr 
nonn oncm. nrarin 


aB Baryshnikov, 
.eg 

50 Saying 

51 Toe 

52 Creek 

53 Dam** 

54 Famrfv m*fttD#r 
50 Manner* umt 


57.RSVP • 
•am • 

58 Hanot -sar 

ww 

59 Frost 

60 Nofcfe Natan 
' Nmflv 

oi spool 


i- 
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Etisalat approves $463m 
spending in ‘94 


DUBAI (R) — Tire United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
telecommunications firm 
Etisalat- has approved 
expenditure of 1.7 billion 
dirhams (463 million) in 1994 
including a cable link with 
Kuwait, almost doubling 
spending in 1993. 

The Emirates new: agency 
said Sunday the board of 
directors approved the plan 
which earmarks 98 million 
dirhams ($27 million) for an 
underwater cable link with 
Kuwait. 

The rest of the money will be 
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cmnunr-3 miB 


nou xouutre buk 

VKUM un nil nvna l nrerauonrr 


joimi ui uvEnttntT i mm bmk 
■* it uh mwiwuwuihu. foil aaaame 


Arab un & xccxDBBr naauMcs 


jonoftv toaum & an cans 
nnani mrhouo nanmu 


jonnia ww nmawnaB / um-i 
Joopoo mss « roBLxnmH /MHaoncai 
ortd uni ran c cmami Homo 


joBOMi m uba hu mxuo 


Rfti-ZA noocauu 
mom mu mnuB 
DM AL DftHft tmuBBIT ft XKVUtMBKr 
arab a w mwr s xmamixoimi. nous 
mi Aumxnon hwihb 
MU BARB tlBWimil l U ft XBftDXM 
JOBDAB HDXCAL COBHUTZOD 
AATZOMAL 9TEBL IBO Ot T AT 


oiixvabmi. cbbool imnuB 

JOBDAX IBttffiStm ft NKTCB/JIHOO 


BATIOBAL CABU ft HIBB KAmncmUK 


ABM CtBTXS. FOB NIBL ft CMHlClU 
JOBBAH X»MT CO. FOB MCU. ft rooo moo. 


Financial Jordan Times 

mm... n — — m — III to-op tri ti on with 

Markets ^ . _ _ 

Cairo Amman Bank 

IUL Dolar fat IntcraatiiHu) Marines 


mans 

PBEV. 

omiac 

CLOSING 

vaunts 

CLOSIBO 

PBSCS 

nucs 


touci 



431, MO 

191-000 

197,000 

197.000 

39, 01S 

6 . 120 

6.100 

5.150 

15.317 

4.070 

4.150 

4.200 

u.oaa 

1-91D 

1.130 

1.140 

20,517 

3.910 

4.000 

J-MO 

«,IIS 

1.7DO 

5.700 

9.700 

22.013 

2.970 

3.040 

3.020 

Mn.Trj 

1.530 

1.670 

1.710 

7,300 

3-900 

3.950 

3.190 

35,034 

4.200 

4.300 

4.230 

19,748 

4.000 

4.550 

4.950 

a. 000 

4.400 

4.400 

4.400 

u.iu 

6.500 

6.600 

6.600 

3,074 

4.400 

4.400 

4.400 

501.032 

1.910 

1.040 

1.950 

55.914 

2.390 

2.400 

2.310 

11,309 

3.470 

3.500 

1.900 

' 2.290 

3-000 

1.000 

3.000 

74,707 

2.200 

3.210 

2.340 

974 

6.600 

6.750 

1.750 

225 

0.950 

0.100 

0.100 

10,339 

3.770 

3.950 

1.900 

4.011 

1.660 

1.590 

1.560 

1,070 

0.990 

0.930 

0.150 

291 

1.000 

1.710 

1.710 

4.353 

14.490 

14.290 

14.500 

3,450 

13.000 

13.000 

13.000 

00,950 

3.190 

2.160 

2.150 

14,207 

2.700 

2.710 

2.710 

203,979 

2.190 

2.950 

3.020 

4,996 

9.970 

1.720 

1.7C0 

19.163 

7.240 

7.150 

.7.390 

72,009 

10.150 

11.000 

11.000 

01,920 

9,260 

9.290 

9.290 

1,142 

7.290 

7.050 

7.050 

«60 

2.900 

1.170 

3.050 

1,070 

3.720 

3.740 

3.740 

29.522 

2.790 

2.790 

-1.960 

1,039 

2,350 

2.300 

2.300 

3.949 

0.370 

0.390 

0.390 

79.930 

15.000 

15.100 

15.000 

99.549 

2.090 

2.140 

2.110 

44.349 

10.000 

10.140 

10.000 

9,375 

1.570 

1.590 

1.500 

7,010 

0.390 

0.310 

0.410 

1.019 

5.000 

5.090 

5.090 

9,249 

3.120 

3.500 

3.500 

1.390 

2.200 

2.200 

2.300 

7,999 

9.200 

6.310 

6.450 

42.494 

1.120 

1.140 

1.140 

2.450 

0.370 

0.370 

0.300 

92,390 

,9.050 

9.100 

0.120 

7,297 

3.350 

3.400 

3.450 

10.549 

3.170 

3.220 

3.240 

4,070 

1.330 

7.350 

1.350 

31.970 

5.130 

5.110 

“5.170 

7,790,910 





Currency 

Sterling Powtd ~~ 

Deutsche Mark 

Swiss Franc 

French Franc 

J ap sa e w Vcn 

European Carreay Unit 

* usu pw sro 

”• iorspom 0|wn l«K to- M> a-m. CMT 


New Varik 
Close. 

*** 5/7Z/9.3 

Toktfo 

Close 

6/12/93 

1.4905 

1.4945 

1.1200 

1.7105 

1.4900 

1.4S2i 

5.9120 

5.S937**- 

70S. 55 

708. IS 

7.7190 

1.1245** 


6/1211993 


Currency 
U-S. Poflsr ' 
Sterling Poond 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc . 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

European Curren 
I n tof t — V bid rates fer 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS, 

12 MTF 

3.57 

3.37 1 

3.37 

3.75 

5.J2 

5.06 1 

5.00 

5.00 

6.37 

6.06 

5.61 

5.73 

4.37 

4.25 

3. SI 

3.62 

6.62 

6.37 

6.00 

5.56 

2.15 

7.90 

1.S1 

7.75 

6.67 

6.37 

6J3 



Ml nncdfen I'Ji. Pritor. 1.000.0 00 or cqoiv»lc«B - 

ian Exchanga Rata RnDatia 

Data: 6/12/1993 


Cnrreo cy 
VS. Dei tor 

Sterling PM 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen" 
Dutch Guilder 


0.4717 

0.7/00 


0.4741 

0.1194 


■s 6/12/1993 






Currency 

Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Sand! Wyn> 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari RfraJ 
Egyptian Found 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma* 
Cypriot Pound 
• Fw IN 


Bid 

Offer 

r.S350 

7.0670 

0.040355 

0.047205 

0.7030 

0.7003 

2.2250 

2.3200 

0. 7505 

0.7975 

0.2050 

0.2220 ■ 

7.7000 

7.0230 

0.7005 

0.7975 

0.2815 

0.3225 

7.3375 

7.3745 


1 V 

t > 

v* 

t ■' t ,• 

1 ■*" 


L6MDONEXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON^ (rT— ~ F ollowing are the buying and selling rates for 
leading woiWcurrencies aJ gold against the dollaratmids^on 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One stating 
One ounce of gold 


1.3269/79 

1.7102/12 

1.9172/81 

1.4807/17 

35.94/98 

5.8783/33 

16953/6.8 

108.30/40 

8.3712/12 

7.4190/40 

6.7465/15 . 

$1.4935/45 

$376.65/377.15 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 



Lebanon to slash taxes to 10% 


used to enlarge and upgrade 
telephone networks and set up 
174,000 new phone lines. 

Expenditure in 1994 could 
reach 1.9 billion dirhams ($517 
million) for costs from projects 
.carried over from 1993; 

Etisalat's 1994 budget is 
ahnost double the 1993 figure 
of 1.06 billion dirhams ($288 
million). 

The company monopolises 
the telecommunications 

services sector in the UAE but 
last April it lifted a ban on 
equipment sales by other 
companies. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
plans radical tax cuts in 1994 in 
its all-out bid to attract ralent 
and investors and win back its 
position as a Middle East 
financial centre. Finance 
Minister Fuad Siniora said. 

Personal income tax and 
corporate tax will be slashed to 
10 per cent as pan of an effort 
“to really give the private sec- 
tor a great deal of advantages 
and incentives,'’ Mr. Siniora 
told Reuters in a weekend in- 
terview. 

He expected a draft tax law 
now before parliament to be 
approved by the end of the 
year and take effect at the 
beginning of 1994. 

“For corporations it will be a 
flat rate of 10 per cent and five 
per cent on distribution. As far 
as individuals are concerned 
the highest bracket will pay 
about 10 per cent,” Mr. 
Siniora said. “I believe that 
this will be passed by parlia- 
ment before year end, to take 


effect at the beginning of the 
year." 

Lebanon's highest personal, 
income tax bracket is now 43 
per cent, Mr. Siniora said. The 
corporate tax ceiling is 35 per 
cent. 

“Our objective in this is to 
really render this country 
attractive for new investment, 
particularly for Lebanese but 
for non-Lebanese as well,” he 
said. 

Mr. Siniora. appointed fi- 
nance minister by billionaire 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri 
when he took office in October 
1992, said the tax cuts would 
actually boost government in- 
come. 

“We are confident that this 
will result in collecting more 
tax revenues for the govern- 
ment,” he said. 

The cuts are just part of the 
Hariri government's drive to 
attract capital and talent back 
to Beirut. 

A new governor and man- 


. agement team at the central 
bank has already launched a 
crash programme to revive the 
Beirut foreign exchange, 
equities, debt and money mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Siniora said the govern- 
ment could not afford to bur- 
den investors with heavy taxes 
when they had many opportu- 
nities and alternatives in other 
Middle Eastern countries. 

"One has to take into con- 
sideration the new investment 


in Liuoai. All these countries 
are giving lots of incentives for 
new investment,” he said. 

Mr. Siniora said there was 
no reliable information on tax 
evasion in Lebanon because of 
lack of statistics since the 1975- 
90 civil war but he believed the 
tax cuts would reduce the phe- 
nomenon. 

“From the information we 
have been gathering from 
businesses... we came to the 


conclusion that by doing so 
(cutting taxes) they will de- 
finitely avoid all the tricks that 
they have been resorting to in 
the past to avoid paying 
taxes,” he emphasised. 

He estimated that double 
book-keeping and other non- 
transparent practices was cost- 
ing companies nearly 10 per 
cent. 

“So we believe that the 10 
per cent taxation we will be 
imposing now will really result 
in much better collection and a 
much higher amount of re- 
venue that will accrue to the 
government.” he pointed out. 

He said the government was 
already making spectacular 
progress in collection and re- 
venues for the first 10 months 
of 1993 were up 86 per cent on 
the same period of 1992. 

Mr. Siniora said he expected 
the final 1993 budget deficit to 
be 40-42 per cent of expendi- 
ture compared with 50 per cent 
forecast m the budget. 


Domestic consumption 
blunting Iranian oil 
output rises 


S. Africa plans to open trade centre in Dubai 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — South 
Africa is planning to open a 
commercial office in the Gulfs 
main economic centre of 
Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to boost 
exports to the region, Dubai 
officials have saidT 
The office will be set up after 
South Africa and the UAE 
establish diplomatic relations, 
said Abdullah Abu Al Houi. 

E ublic relations director at the 
tubai Chamber of Commerce * 
and Industry. 

“It is a decision by the South 
African government, winch 


informed us of the plans during 
our recent visit to Pretoria," he 
told AFP by telephone. “But 
of course you cannot open a 
trade centre when you ao not 
have diplomatic ' relations. 
Once a South African embassy 
is opened in the UAE, the 
centre will open. It’s just a 
matter of time.’’ 

Dubai, the second largest 
and wealthiest emirate in the 
UAE. is the biggest 
commercial centre in the Gulf, 
handling nearly 25 per cent of 
the region's non-oil trade of 
more than $50 billion a vear. 


It is also the main 

.trans-shipment centre in the 
region, with reexports going to 
more than 100 countries. 

But Iran and Saudi Arabia 
have remained its top reexport 
markets, receiving goods 

worth around $800 million and 
$700 million respectively in 
1992. 

More than 30 countries have 
trade offices in Dubai while 


others are planning to set them 
up in a bid to penetrate other 
markets. 


South Afna’s plan to open a 
commercial centre follows a 


dramatic growth in its trade 
links with the six Gulf 

Cooperation .Council (GCC) 
states after they lifted the 

anti-apanheid boycott in 
response to reforms there. 

Its trade with the six 

members — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman. 
Qatar, and the UAE — 

exceeded £30 million in the 
first half of 1993 while it was 
negligible during the sanctions. 

"Most of the trade this year 
was with Dubai, standing at 
around $25 milion. 


MANAMA (R) — Fast-rising 
domestic consumption in Iran 
is blunting the effect of the 
nation's higher crude oil 
production, Iranian-American 
energy analyst Fereidun 
Fesharaki has said. 

“Consumption is growing 
wild even though thev re in a 
massive recession.” Mr. 
Fesharaki. director uf the 
resource programme at 
Hawaii's East-West Centre, 
told Reuters in an interview. 

The reason, he said, is 
massive subsidies yielding a 
price that is negligible in dollar 
terms. 

“The price is almost 
non-existent," be said. 

Kerosene, used widely in 
Iran for heating, was going for 
the equivalent of one U.S. cent 
per hoe and petrol for less 
chan three cents a litre. 

Only Russia had lower 
prices, he sal** 

Consumption of refined 
products was rising seven 
per cent this year — perrol was 
rising 12 per cent this year, and 
diesel and kerosene' 10 per 
cent. Only fuel oil 
consumption was not growing, 
he said. 

“(Oil) exports are not 
coming out commensurate 
with production increases, 
because of the rise in domestic 
demand,” said Mr. Fesharaki. 
in Bahrain to promote the 
January 16-18 Middle East 
petroleum and gas conference 
to be held on the island. 

He said that this year and 
last year Iranian consumption 


had risen a total of about 

200.000 barrels per day (b/d). 

Iran said officially that in 

October it consumed one 
million b/d and exported 2.58 
million b/d. within its 3.58 
million b/d quota set by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

the higher consumption 
meant Iran needed to build a 
new refinery every couple of 
years to keep up with domestic 
demand. 

Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholumreza Aqazadeh had 
said in April that as the result 
of new refinery work the 
country would no longer have 
to import products from the 
start of the Iranian new year in 
March. 

One of the projects, a 

150.000 b/d plant in Arak, is 
scheduled to be fully up and 
running in December, but Mr. 
Fesharaki said the general 
assumption was that Iran 
would still need to import 

200.000 b/d of products after 
that- 

Expansion of large refinery 
in Abadan was running behind 
schedule, he said, ana a new 
plant planned for Bandar 
Abbas has been delaved till 
1995. 

The Iranian consumption 
continued to provide solid 
demand for products from 
elsewhere in the Gulf, he said. 

Mr. Fesharaki said he also 
believed Iranian oil production 
was below its quota in 
November because of difficulty 
of marketing the crude. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — i 
apartments for rent. 



Real 


AM>N KAWAR&SON5 

604676 QQ4696 ^ 
lSS^sPOBO* 7806 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




- Chinese , Thai, Phillipino 
Indonisian a Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

| - Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One in 
Amman. 

I - Live Classical Music. 

! - Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

jm* 12:00 -3:30 p.m g||| 
6:30- 11: 30p.m mmom 
(7 days a week) ■■■■■ 


& 

Club Restaurant 
Live. Plano 
Open Fridays 


V/ Restaurant 

♦Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 11-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tei 613572 

2nd circle • Jabal Amman. 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE- CUISINE 
Elegant A - 


Colorful 
Atmosphere 
Moderate 
Prices , 

a 

Stvnelsanl 4 
7ei660250 
open dotty 


‘homely and intimate* 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come ana taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3: 30 
p.m. 

v ft: 3(1- Midnight > 


2 nd Circle. Julial Amman 
Opposite French h»aT 

Tel- 653482 


# J» * * JT 

« u to t i AftiU 

‘ 120 

\ 1 \ . . Authentic 
5 jar*' ■' a Chinese tfshes, 
M, from all greaire- 
'£§£ glonal cuisine 
HP styles of China. 

Prepared by «w 

- Chinese chefs 

■ Open daily tar 
— * ’ :• lunch & dinner 

CHINA 

HOUSE 

— S kKuanai HU 

Restaurant t«l mm 



AS NcGxEbCo Bar In 

SELECT HOTEL 
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One visit will make yoa 
a steady , we beHeve!!! 
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Dc<5laurant i£? Tapa? 

tj 1 

jebci Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel, hi 50 61 

STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


■I • - • - - 

Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style ! 


r # 1 

SZECHWAN BARDENS 
6HINESE RESTAURANT 
Typta* Chines® Fnods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 

| Qxa II JO- JJOi &0B- UktyfiT] 

Take away is available 

Stmt AMiab Street \ 

Un 1 Umakah Commercial Centre 

_8ncc lasted Always Love dj 


THE 

ATMOSPHERE. 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

open Itffltfy From MO P M to 3J» AJI 
Bmpt Sunday From 4 JO PJIfo3JOOAJf 
Tuuday CloaMMl 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisani 


The First dan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 



Amman - Tef. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Italy’s left stakes claim 
to govern after poll win 


East German spymaster gets 6 years 


ROME (R) — Left-wing 
opposition leader Achiile 
Occfaetio laid claim Monday to 
■lead Italy’s new government 
after candidates backed by his 
formerly Communist Party 
triumphed in weekend local 
elections. 

“If, as in Britain, the leader 
of the largest party is named 
prime minister, I would be a 
natural candidate," Mr. 
Occhetto said after the left- 
wing alliances running for city 
halls crushed separatists in the 
North and Neo-Fascists in the 
rest of Italy. 

“Our next aim is the govern- 
ment," the leader of the 
Democratic Party of the Left 
(PJDS) proclaimed on televi- 
sion. as the extent of Sunday's 
landslide became clear. 

“Let’s now prepare for a 
victory in March,” he said, 
referring to the month when 
general elections are expected. 

’Prime Minister Carlo Azeg- 
Eo. Ciampi was named last 
April to guide Italy to early 
elections and redress Italy's 
disastrous public finances. His 
main task will be finished when 
parliament approves the 1994 
Budget, due to be passed be- 
fore Christmas. 

’President Oscar Luigi Scal- 


faro is expected to dissolve 
parliament soon after Dec. 21, 
the earliest elections can be 
called under a new first-past- 
the-post voting system. 

The PDS speaker of the low- 
er house of parliament, Gior- 
gio Napolitano, said over the 
weekend that Mr. Ciampi’s 
government would become a 
caretaker cabinet on Dec. 21. 

Mr. Occhetto immediately 
set bis sights on the pre- 
miership after the local elec- 
tions showed middle-ground 
voters were ready to back the 
former Communists when 
faced with a choice between 
the left and two extreme 
alternatives on the right. 

The Christian Democrats, 
who have has dominated Ita- 
lian politics for nearly half a 
century, and other traditional- 
ly centrist parties were elimin- 
ated in the first round, 
punished by voters for their 
role in Italy's massive corrup- 
tion scandal. 

The Democratic Party of the 
Left, heir to what was once the 
West's largest Communist 
movement, emerged as Italy's 
second- largest party Sunday, 
just behind the neo-fascist Ita- 
lian Social Movement (MSI). 

But the new voting system 


rewarded its ability to form 
broad coalitions and gave 
PD&backed candidates con- 
trol of five main cities — 
. Rome, Naples, Venice, Genoa 
and Trieste. 

The national implications of 
Sunday's vote were immediate- 
ly recognised by Mr. Occfaet- 
to’s defeated rivals. 

“The left is now a candidate 
to lead the next government. If 
Italians want to avoid this, 
alliances must be formed with 
the MSI in the general elec- 
tions,'' said the neo-fasdstpar- 
ty’s leader, Gianfranco Frni. 

“We cannot win unless the 
right agrees to form alliances," 


said Mr. Fini, who polled 46.9 
per cent in the race to become 
mayor of Rome but was defe- 
ated by PDS candidate Fran- 
cesco Rutelli. 

Mr. Fini's other big hope, 
Alessandra Mussolini, grand- 
daughter of wartime fascist dic- 
tator Benito Mussolini, lost the 
Naples mayoral race to PDS 
candidate Antonio Basso lino. 

Sunday’s other big loser, 
Umberto Bossi, head of the 
federalist Northern League, 
warned Italians that they 
risked giving the left 60 per 
cent of the seats in the next 
parliament if the voting pattern 


was repeated in general elec- 
tions. 

Mainstream parties fear the 
‘league wants to break Italy up, 
but Mr. Occhetto said the 
n orth ern - movement's once 
seemingly irresistible rise had 
been stopped. “They wanted 
to split the country... but we 
have stopped them at Milan.” 
he said. 

The jockeying for position 
for the 1994 general ejections 
began as soon as the first exist 
polls confirmed the left's vic- 
tory. 

Mr. Fini publicly appealed 
to Mr. Bossi and Mr. Mario 
Segni, a former Christian 
Democrat who is trying to 
build a new centre party, to , 
throw in their lot with him in a 
right-wing alliance. 

The League, painfully aware 
that its political isolation cost it 
the weekend vote even though 
it is the single largest party in 
Italy's wealthy north, also held 
a band out to Mr. Segni. 

Mr. Occhetto, the day's big 
winner, appealed to his allies 
to agree quickly on a govern- 
ment programme that would 
retain the support of centrist 
voters orphaned by the virtual 
extinction of the scandal- 
tainted Christian Democrats. 


Mother challenges Pakistani premier in fued 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — 
Nusrat Bhutto, mother of 
Pakistan's Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto. Monday chal- 
lenged her overthrow by her 
daughter as head of the ruling 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP). 
saying she was the target of a 
conspiracy. 

;-The prime minister's effec- 
tive internal party coup against 
her mother, chairwoman of the 
PPP since 1977, brought into 
the open a family fued that has 
been simmering since Be- 
nazir's brother. Mir Murtaza 
Bhutto, returned from exile 
last month. 

“No one can remove me." 
said the 63-year-old widow of 
Pakistan's ‘first popularly 
elected prime minister. Zulfi- 
kar Aii Bhutto. 

"I was nominated as chair- 
person for life by my husband,. 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and will 
not allow anvbodv to throw his 


decision into the dustbin," she 
told a news conference. 

In a meeting Sunday in the 
Punjab provincial capital of 
Lahore, the PPP Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee unani- 
mously elected . Benazir as 
chairwoman and' offered her 
estranged mother the post of 
patron.. 

Several committee members 
later privately voiced discon- 
tent at Benazir's decision to 
ram through her election with- 
out preparation or consulta- 
tion. 

Nusrat said she was not in- 
vited to the committee meet- 
ing, for the first time since her 
husband named her to take 
over the party leadership after 
his overthrow in a 1977 milit- 
ary coup. 

“It was a conspiracy,” Nus- 
rat said, accusing three of her 
daughter’s dosest advisers of 
being in on the plot. 


She said most members of 
the present committee had 
joined hands with or supported 
the late military-sponsored 
President Mohammad Zia-UI- 
Haq. blamed for the banging 
of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on dis- 
puted charges of conspiracy to 
murder in 1979. 

Nusrat said she would con- 
sult supporters and party work- 
ers before taking further action 
but would demand internal 
party elections, not held since 
1967. 

She said her eldest daughtei 
telephoned her late Sunday to 
inform her of the party’s deri- 
sion and told her the action 
was taken because Nusrat had 
sided with Murtaza, who is in 
jail facing terrorism charges. 

“She (Benazir) feared that I 
might try to make Mir Murtaza 
the next chairman of the PPP," 
Nusrat said, adding that in a 


Muslim sociery a son was 
usually regarded as the heir. 

“I wanted to do so but Mur- 
taza does not want to be chair- 
man," she said. "He wants his 
sister to continue as the chair- 
person and the prime 
minister." 

Nusrat Bhutto has become 
increasingly estranged from 
her eldest daughter since her 
only surviving son was arrested 
on terrorism charges after his 
return from 16 years of self- 
imposed exile last month. 

She bad .campaigned on his 
behalf, helping him win a seat 
in the assembly of the southern 
province of Sind in October. 

“I now regret my decision to 
make Benazir the co-chairper- 
son of the party in 1986," 
Nusrat said. Benazir assumed 
the post on her return from 
exile after martial law was 
lifted in 1986. . 


Yeltsin flies to Caucasus ethnic cauldron 


importance the Kremlin 
attaches to the visit. 

Moscow was curiously bereft 
of political leaders, with Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
in hospital with Kidney stones 
and several other top ministers 
taking leave to campaign for 
Sunday’s elections. 

A government spokesman 
said Mr. Chernomyrdin, 55, 
had an attack of colic Saturday 
and cancelled % a trip to Italy 
due to start Monday. His health 
was not seriously in danger. 

Nearly 3,000 kilometres 
away in Russia's Arctic North, 
coal miners scut a danger sig- 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin flew to 
Russia’s volatile south Monday 
to meet the leaders of feuding 
Caucasian peoples who fought 
territorial battles late last year. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s foray to the 
country's most unstable region 
was a bold stroke just six days 
before parliamentary elections 
and a referendum on his draft 
hew constitution, which has 
won him few friends among the 
ethnic-based republics there. 

. “There is a whole tangle of 
problems here, ethnic as well 
as. territorial conflicts,” Inter- 
fax News Agency quoted the 
Kremlin leader as saying on 
arrival in North Ossetia. 

“Extremism is also a worry. 
I, believe we must &IJ search 
together for a solution to this 
drawn-out conflict.” 

Mr. Yeltsin quickly left by 
helicopter to tour parts of 
North Ossetia and neigh- 
bouring Ingushetia, where at 
least 200 people Were kill ed in 
territorial clashes in November 
•1992. 

I He was accompanied by the 
jieads of ali three “power 
romistries’' — defence, interior 
and security — in a sign of the 


l More letter bombs explode in Austria 

» 

• VIENNA (R) — A letter bomb exploded in a Vienna law 
\ office Monday seriously injuring a clerk in the ninth such 
j attack in the past four days, Austrian Television said. Police 
* L said they were checking reports a 10th letter bomb had 

exploded in a residential area. The attacks are apparently 
, -directed at people or groups active on behalf of foreigners and 

* minorities. Ponce earlier found a letter bomb in mail addres- 
\ sed to Women's Affairs Minister Johanna Dohnal at the 
i Federal Chancellery, which also bouses the offices of Chancel- 
‘ lor Franz Vranitzky and Foreign Minister Alois Mock. The 
: attacks began Friday when two letter bombs exploded and 

* injured their recipients, a Roman Catholic priest and a 
- Croatian-born television presenter, both active in human 
■ rights and refugee affairs. Police alerted all possible targets not 
\ to open suspicious mail and, over the weekend, three further 
\ letter bombs were intercepted and defused. But on Sunday, 
\ Vienna Mayor Helmut Zilk opened a package in his study and 

• detonated a device, almost destroying his left hand. Mr. Zilk 
\ was reported to be out of danger following a four-hour 
! emergency operation. 


nal-to the government by re- 
suming a strike over pay and 
conditions. 

Tens of thousands of miners 
went ob strike at 12 of the 13 mmcs 
in the former penal colony of 
Vorkuta, journalists said. 

The government had tried 
hard to avert a strike, sending 
Economics Minister Yegor 
Gaidar to Vorkuta to meet the 
miners, and negotiating incon- 
clusively with their leaders in 
Moscow. 

Miners say they have not 
received their salaries for 
several months, a situation the 


government blames on the fai- 
lure of industrial enterprises to 
settle their debts to the mines. 

Trade union officials said 
individual mines in the Urals 
had also stopped work, while 
workers in me Siberian Kuz- 
bass and the northern region of 
Inta were considering joining 
the protest. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s visit to the 
Caucasus follows his decision 
last week to extend a state of 
emergency in parts of North 
Ossetia and Ingushetia because 
of continuing unrest 

A statue of Soviet state 
founder Vla dimir Lenin was 
blown up in the Ossetian capit- 
al, Vladikavkaz, at the 
weekend. It was not dear who- 
was responsible. 

The Caucasus, a moun- 
tainous region inhabited by 
numerous tribes, was con- 
quered by Russia in the 19th 
century only after decades of 


struggle with warrior groups. 

Meanwhile, former Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev pre- 
dicted Sunday that a “very 
fragmented” and short-lived 
parliament would emerge from 
next week’s elections in 
Russia. 


“I believe we are going to 
have a parliament in which 
many deputies behave in a very 
independent way and a very 
fragmented parliament as a re- 
sult of that,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said as he arrived in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, to begin a six-day 
tour of Britain. 

“I would also predict this 

E rliament will probably not 
ve a very long history,” he 
told journalists at Aberdeen 
Airport. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who is 

will 3S. a conference in 
Aberdeen in eastern Scotland 
before going on to Edinburgh, 
London, Bristol and Oxford. 

In the capital, he will Ijunch 
Tuesday -with Lady Thant^er 
the former prime minister ajM 
wifl meet Prime Minster John Ma- 
jor Wednesday at 10 Downing 
Street. 

On Wednesday evening, he 
will be guest of honour at a 
2,000 seat dinner-debate for 
which tickets priced at £15 to 
£25 ($22 to $37) are selling like 
hot cakes. 

The Gorbachev conferences 
' will deal with topics as diffe- 
rent as communication, indus- 
try or the future of Europe. 


rGunmen kill 2 Belfast Catholics 

IDUBLIN (R) — Protestant gunmen killed two Belfast 
I Catholics, one a 15-year-old boy, in an attack that Ireland said 
•underlined tile need to clinch an elusive peace agreement 

• under negotiation with Britain. “These cruel and senseless 
| murders reinforce the government's determination to continue 
•to make all efforts to once and for all find a means for ending 

• the cycle of violence in Northern Ireland,” Irish foreign 
! Minister Dick Spring said Monday. The outlawed Ulster 


IN BRIEF 

Freedom Fighters (UFF) claimed responsibility for the over- 
night attack, which raised the death toll by Protestant death- 
squads to 40 this year. It threw a harsh spotlight on their 
strategy of killing Catholics at random to sow terror among the 
Catholic minority and weaken support for rails to unite the 
1 province with Ireland. The gunmen drove up to a parked taxi 
m the Catholic area of North Belfast's Ligooiel District and 
Opened fire on the couple sitting in a parked taxi. Brian Duffy, 
15, was killed instantly and driver John Todd, 31, died of his 
wounds in hospital. 

Astronauts replace solar panels 

HOUSTON, Texas (AFP) — Endeavour astronauts Kathy 
Thornton and Tom Akers Monday completed a second of five 
scheduled space walks after successfully equipping the Hubble 
telescope with two new solar panels, NASA said. They ended 
their walk at 1015 GMT after six hours and 30 minutes in 
space, achieving their objective of fitting the new panels after 
jettisoning one of the old ones, which had buckled. NASA 
ordered Thornton and Akers to ditch the panel, which was 
■stuck m the open position, after fellow astronauts Story 


Musgrave and /eff 

and stow it in Endeavour's cargo bay in their first space walk 
Sunday. Thornton straddled the Endeavour's robot arm for 20 
mmutes holding the buckled solar panel at arm's length while 
Tom Akeis disconnected its electrical and mechanical connec- 
tions. As Thornton let the panel go. Shuttle Commander Dick 
&v % s j23?5'. ttl0ved the away, leaving the panel to join 
some 7 000 pieces of debris from space missions, which will 
gradually get pulled in towards the earth and bum up on 
re-entenng its atmosphere. 


DUESSELDORF. Germany 
(R) — Former East German 
spvmaster Markus Wolf was 
sentenced Monday to six years 
in jail for treason and bribery 
in running a feared network of 
agents against West Germany 
during the cold war. 

.Communist supporters 
booed when the coun in Dues- 
seldorf ruled that Mr. Wolf. 
70. was guilty of three counts 
of espionage and seven of brib- 
ery when he headed the intelli- 
gence network that infiltrated 
the highest levels of power in 
Bonn." 

Mr. Wolf, who had said he 
expected to be convicted be- 
cause it was a political trial, 
kept his trademark bemused 
smile as the verdict was read 
out. 

“I don't expect any surprises 
here.*’ he said as lie entered 
the courtroom with a dozen 
red roses presented to him by 
supporters." I am as relaxed as 
ever.” 

The coun did not order the 
immediate arrest of Wolf, who 
had sought refuge in Moscow 
after German unification but 
later gave himself up. and did 
not say how long he would 
remain free. 

Germany’s federal constitu- * 
tional court must now rule on 
whether he can legally be tried 
for treason against a country of. 
which he was not a citizen — * 
West Germany — while in the 
service of the East German 
state that no longer exists. 

Legal experts are divided on 
whether the constitution allows 
this and a decision is not ex- 
pected until mid- 1994. 

Rebutting Mr. Wolfs elo- 
quent defence. Chief Judge 
Klaus Wagner said, “this ver- 
dict is not a political verdict." 

“Perhaps because of his ex- 
perience with Soviet justice, 
the defendant has completely 
misunderstood the ground 
rules of a state of law." he said. 

“He has not been convicted 
as a symbol of the departed 
East Germany but rather be- 
cause of his responsibility for 
espionage against West Ger- 
many.” 

Judge Wagner argued that 
Mr. Wolf should have cooper- 
ated with Western prosecutors 
instead of refusing to reveal his 
secrets as a matter of honour. 
“If Wolf does not think he can 
compromise his honour, then 
that s his business.” he added. 

Mr. Wolf had argued it was 
illegal to fry him for the same 



Former German spymaster Markus Wolf stands in Duessd- 
dorf court Monday for sentencing (AFP photo) 


cloak-and-dagger work for the 
East that his counterparts had 
done for the West. 

One of the witnesses at the 
trial was German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel, who 
was once Mr. Wolfs opposite 
number in Bonn's BND intelli- 
gence service. 

Demonstrators -outside the 
court held banners reading 
"hands off Wolf’ and “free 
Wolf now” 

"This is to show our stand 
against victors' justice," & 
spokeswoman for the reform 
communist Party of Democra- 
tic Socialism (PDS) told Reu- 
ters. 

Five PDS parliamentary de- 
puties, including the party's 
floor leader Gregor Gvsi and 
foimer East German Premier 
Hans Modrow, were in the 
coun to hear the verdict. 

Prosecutors have tried to put 
East German political leaders 


on the stand for human rights 
abuses but legal twists nave 
slowed their moves and age or 
Ulness have left many ousted 
Communists unfit for trial. 

Former East German leader 
Erich Honecker was allowed to - 
leave for Chile afte^ he was 
judged to be too ill to stand 


Mr. Honecker has been 
taken to the hospital, an offi- 
cial of the privare dinic treat- 
ing him in Santiago said a 
Monday. 

Mr. Honecker. the man re- 
sponsible for the Berlin Wall, 
arrived in Chile in January 
after a German court ended a 
manslaughter trial against him, 
saying he was suffering from 
terminal liver cancer and had 
only six months to live. 

Trie official declined to give 
further information, but said 
the clinic would issue a medical 
bulletin later. 


At least 5 killed iii Sarajevo shelling 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — At 
least five people were killed 
and 19 injured Monday when 
shells slammed into a market 
near Sarajevo’s main cemetery 
and in the city centre eyewit- 
nesses and hospital sources 
said. 

A photographer with the 
European Photo Agency 
. (HP A; reported at least four 
dead in the shelling of the 
market, in the north of the 
capital. 

Sarajevo Radio said another 
person was billed and five hurt 
when shells rained 'on the cen- 
tre of the city, which is be- 
sieged try Bosnian Serb forces. 

The city’s main Kosevo Hos- 
pital reported having admitted 
19 wounded by 12:30 p.m. 
(1100 GMT). 

Meanwhile the United Na- 
tions Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) was dragged into a 
row Monday with the Bosnian 
government over the con- 
tinuing military successes of 
rebel Muslim leader Fikret 
Abdic. 

A spokesman denied the 
government’s claim that UN- 
PROFOR had helped the rebel 
offensive in the northwestern 
Muslim enclave of Bihac by 
aiding the passage, of Mr. 


Abdic’s men through the 
neighbouring Serb-held Kra- 
jina area of Croatia. 

The Bosnian government 
protested Sunday to General 
Francis Briquemont, comman- 
der of the United Nations 
Forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

UNPROFOR spokesman 
Lt.-Col. Bill Aikman insisted 
that French troop stationed in 
Bihac had acted impartially. 

Troops loyal to Mr. Abdic 
had advanced several 
kilometres in the east and west 
of the enclave over the 
weekend, Col. Aikman said. 
Two attacks were still in prog- 
ress, one in the direction of the 
town of Bihac and the other to 
the north in the town of Cazin. 

Col. Aikman said the de- 
velopment was an important 
one as the rebels could only 
have outflanked government 
troops in the west by passing' 
through Serb-held Krajina. 

He could not confirm Bos- 
nian media accusations that 
Mr. Abdic had been aided in 
the offensive by Serb artillery. 

Elsewhere in Bosnia, two 
people were killed and two 
wounded in a Serb artillery 
assault on the Muslim-held vil- 
lage of Teocak in northeast 
Bosnia, Sarajevo Radio said 


Monday. 

The radio said the Muslim- 
held enclaves of Maglaj and 
Tesanj in north Bosnia came 
under artillery fire Sunday. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) accused the 
Muslims of attacking ' Serbs 
Sunday in the nearby Dobdj 
area. 

In the southern city of Mos- 
tar, Bosnian Croat shelling kil- 
led one and wounded three in 
toe besieged Muslim quarter 
on the east side of the Neretva 
River, Sarajevo Radio said 
Monday. 

Croatian News Agency 
(HINA) reported clashes Mon- 
day morning between Croats 
and Muslims north of Sarajevo 
at Zepce. 

On Sunday fighting intensi- 
fied between Bosnian Serbs 
and Muslims on battle fronts 
north of Sarajevo as political 
leaders prepared to resume 
talks on a peace settlement to 
the 20-month-old civil war. 

Meanwhile Bosnian govern- 
ment forces admitted that five 
of their men were killed and 12 
wounded in Bihac, but casual- 
ties were thought to be higher 
and Mr. Abmc' s army also 
sustained heavy losses, it said. 


Indian security braces for trouble 
on Ayodhya anniversary 


AYODHYA, India (R) — 
Police went on alert across 
India Monday, prepared for' 
trouble on the first anniversary 
of toe destruction of a mosque 
which unleashed ferocious vio- 
lence. 

There was little trouble, de- 
spite Muslim strikes and 
thwarted Hindu celebrations, 
least of all in the northern town . 
of Ayodhya where the mosque 
was razed bv Hindif zealots 
using their bare hands 
and crowbars on Dec. 6, 1992. 

But police said they were 
investigating whether an 
apparently coordinated series 
of bombs on four trains in 
different parts of the country, 
'winch killed one person and 
injured 22 Monday, was con- 
nected to the anmversaiy. 

The demolition of toe 16th 
century Ayodhya mosque, 
which many Hindus believe 
stood on the bixthnlace of their ' 
god Lord Rama, set off nationwide 
violence. More than 2,000 peo- 
ple died, most of them from 
the 120 million Muslim minor- 
ity b a largely Hindu nation of 
890 million. 


In March, bombs killed ab- 
out 250 people in Bombay, 
India's commercial capital 
where the violence was worst. 
Police said- they were planted 
by Muslims taking revenge for 
the bloodshed. 

Senior policemen in Delhi 
said it was possible Monday’s 
train bombs were the work of 
Muslim activists marking the 
anniversary, but there was .no 
immediate evidence as to who 
was responsible. 

The worst toll was in Hyder- 
abad, capital of Andhra 
Pradesh state, where one per- 
son died and 14 people were 
hurt by a bomb that exploded 
on a Delhi -/bound train as it 
left the southern city whose 
heart is dominated by Mus- 
lims. 

In Adhra Pradesh, Muslims 
called a strike to mark what 
they called a "black day.” 
Police said it was fairly 
peaceful, though one person 
was injured when police 
opened fire on a mob trying to 
set a bus ablaze. 

, The army staged shows of 
force m the neighbouring state 


of Karnataka and police made 
many arrests to prevent Hindu 
celebrations of the 
anniversary. 

In Bombay, more than 300 
people were arrested to pre- 
vent trouble and many Mus- 
lims dosed their businesses, as' 
topy did in Ayodhya and near- 
by Faizabad to mark the 
anniversary. 

in Ayodhya, only about 
5,000 people gathered to listen 
to Hindu nationalists who in- 
sist they would build a grand 
temple to Lord Rama on the 
.site of toe mosque, razed when 
about 200,000 Hindus gathered 
for what were supposed to be 
religious ceremonies. 

Nearby, thousands ot para- 
military troopers were on the 
alert, but. they remained in 
their barracks with no signs of 
trouble among nationalists 
whose mood was sombre. 

They appeared to be ticking 
their wounds after serious set- 
backs to their parliamentary ■ 
flag-bearer, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), in five' 
regional elections just ended. 


HlV-posWve 
man jailed for 
donating blood 

MELBOURNE (Rj~ A man 
who donated blood when he 
knew he had jhe HTV virus 
which causes- AIDS was sent- 
enced to 16 months in jh 3 by 
an Australian coun Monday. 
Melbourne magistrate's court 
was told the 34-year-old mu, 
who cannot be niosted for legal 
reasons, had signed a declara- 
tion at a blood bank saying he 
had no reason to believe he 
had AIDS or the virus that 
caused AIDS. The man. who 
was diapiosed : HIV*po$itive 
seven years ago, {deeded guilty 
to making a false statement. 
The court was told routine 
tests bad. discovered the infec- 
tious blood. The man's lawyer 
said his diem was under .five 
influence of heroin at the time 
and did not know what he was 
doing. 

Pay as you go 

BEUING (R) — To tip or not 
to tip? Irs a question few 
bothered to ask during China's 
first 4C years of Socialist con- 
struction, when tipping was 
banned as bourgeois. Not so in 
the brave, new and capitalistic 
world of the “Socialist marker 
economy.” Shanghai’s luxury 
hotels arc putting contract 
attendants in their lavatories 
and, in an revival of pre-re- 
volutionary practice, axe avow- 
ing them to accept tips. The 
St rtradra* «» » 
by the hotels.. The prcftibag 
economic theory — in some 
Shanghai toilets at least — is 
“pay as you go/*. 

The holes of 
history 

BEIRUT (R) — Beirut's 
Archaeological Museum, once 
one of the most important in 
the Middle East, has reope ned 
for the first time in 18 years, 
laying bare a scene of cultural 
devastation that needs millions 
of dollars to repair. Shell 
holes, bullet marks and even a - 
sniper's peephole . knocked 
through a wall scar the exhibi- 
tion lulls. Damp spreads down 
walls from freshly repaired 
holes in the roof. Militiamen’s 
graffiti are still visible. Con- 
crete blocks which stand like 
massive tombs in the empty 
balls make the museum look 
like a vast funeral vault. The 
blocks encase priceless statues, 
sphinxes and sarcophagi from 
Egypt, Rome and Phoenicia^ 
the Lebanon of antiquity*^ . .. 

Hurd hails Prince" 
Charles as star 

LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles is a star and Britain 
must make better use of his 
gifts. Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd said. “I have seen Mm 
in action in many different 
‘circumstances and he is a star. 
He would be a star even if he 
were not the Prince of Wales.” 
Mr. Hurd’s words will fuel 
speculation' chat the British 
, establishment has embarked 
on a campaign to help toe 
prince, who scores poorly in 
opinion polls, burnish his im- 
age and assert himself as the 
futore king. Some papers saw 
I Princess Diana's surprise deci- 
sion to cut back her public role 
as a devious palace plot to 
remove her from the spotlight 
so her estranged husband 
could .shine. 

, Broke? then 
drink — don’t think 

KAMPALA (R) — Ugandans 
.spend three times as much 
, money on beer as on educa- 
tion, a government report says. 

; The survey by the Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Plan- 
firing said an average worker 
spent two per cent of income 
on educational and six per cent 
. on alcohol. Economic experts 
blamed this on a government 
squeeze-on spending in a bid ft) 
clamp down on inflation: 
|‘inere is so little money to 
invest in profit-making ven- 
tures. so the money is invested - 
socially — in drinking,” said a 
professor at Makerere Uni- 
versity, near Kampala. Ugan- 
da's income per capita is esti- 
mated at less than $200. 

Auntie Beeb 
considers star 
treatment 

LONDON (R) - The BBC 
said it was considering plans 
tor a Disney-style theme park 
featuring some of its most 
famous television program* 
mes: “We are looking at fhe 
feasibility of a theme park -»»it 
may °r may not happen/' a 
BBC spokeswoman said. Bri- 
tain's Mail On Sunday news- 
paper said the park .would fea- 
ture replica sets, stunt men and 
ggJP 1 effects. It also said toe 
might move .parts of its 
children s television produc- 
tion to the park so people 
wuld watch them being 
nimed. Reports have said the 
venture could cost $150 mil- 
lion, and was the. kfca'of toe 
owners of Madame TassawT a 
waxworks. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tomba wins both legs in Quebec 

STONEHAM . Quebec (AP) - Albeno Tomba fought off a 

sbow f ed can still be king of the 

SSridoSste ^ ^ ° f *? race ' fished ihf men’s 
World Cup Slalom Sunday in one minute 47:57 seconds after 

his second run was interrupted at the first gate whenheheard 
someone yelling at him. “I heard somebody on my S^de 
sav ‘ston. StOD. stnn efnn' ” A 4. ^ 


Asian athletics meet 
is hit by poor results 


AC Milan upstage rivals 


he said. Tomba 


P to the start house. “I'm a little angry,” 
l his way through heavy and wet snow to 


. . y ° w*u uuianwu uiai ouu iiiir ii 

* ast weekend’s slalom season-opener in Park 
'l cto Z^ as for Tomba, who failed to finish 
at Park City after falling. It also took some pressure off him. “I 
am more relaxed now,” he said in halting English. After 
Smday s race, Austrian Guenther Mader, who finished 10th 
still leads the overall men’s World Cup standings, followed by 
Kjetii Andre Aamodt of Norway and Stangassinger. 

Aouita continues to chase records 

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Almost a decade after his. 
greatest triumph, Moroccan middle-distance runner Said 
Aouita continues to chase world records. Aouita, who won the 

5.000 metre gold medal at the Los Angeles Olympic Games, 
said Monday that he is aiming to break the 3,000 metres 
indoors world record early in the new year. Aouita, 34, 
cun-ently is doing hgh-altitude training in Australia du ring the- 
northern hemisphere winter and taking part in tne experiment 
mto the effects of high-altitude work. “I will train hard for 
March to beat the world record, if not then maybe I'll stop," 
Aouita said in an interview with Australian Associated Press. 
The current 3,000 metres indoor mark of seven minutes 37.31 
seconds was set in Seville, Spain, by Kenyan Moses Kiptanui 
m February. Aouita, the current 5,000 metres world record 
holder, has said he only plans to compete for another 12 
months but then wants to work with young Moroccan athletes. 
“Our first objective is the 1996 Olympics,” he said. “I would 
like to have three athletes qualify at each distance, die 800, 
1,500 and 5,000.” Aouita said runners like current Olympic 

10.000 metres champion Khalid Skah and 1988 Olympic 
10,000 metres gold medallist Brahim Boutaib had led the way 
in Moroccan track and field. “But we also have a lot of 
younger athletes who can do better than Skah of Boutayeb,” 

S. Korean women break skating records 

TOKYO (R) — Two South Korean women broke world 
records in the speed skating short track 1,000 metres and 3,000 
metres on the final day of the Asia Cup Skating Competitions 
in Asahikawa, northern Japan, Monday. Chun Lee-Kyung 
clocked one minute 35.83 seconds in the final of the 1,000 
metres, eclipsing her own previous mark of 1:37.19, set in 
Beijing in March this year. About an hour later, her 
compatriot Won Hye-Kyung set the day’s second world mark 
of 5:17.59 in a 3,000-metre heat, shattering the previous 
record of 5:18.33 set by Italy's Maria Rosa Candido in 
Budapest in January 1988. 

Hidalgo gets French players’ vote 

PARIS (AFP) — France’s professional football players Union 
(UNFP) called for former national coach Michel Hidalgo to be 
elected, asjjiresident of the French Football Federation here 
Monday. Toe call follows the resignation of former President 
Jean Fournet-Fayard in the wake of France's shock elimina- 
tion for the World Cup finals. Hidalgo, France's most 
successful manager of recent years, led the country to the 
European Championships in 1984 and to the World Cup 
semi-finals in 1982 and 1986. 

Roche tipped as Australian tennis captain 

SYDNEY (R) — Tony Roche emerged as the favourite 
Monday to replace Australia's Davis Cup captain Neale 
Fraser, according to the Australian media. “Tony would be 
my only choice. He has the experience,” John Newcombe, 
who won 12 Grand Slam doubles titles with Roche in the 1960s 
and 1970s, told the Daily-Telegraph Mirror newspaper. 
“There will be several contenders but he would be my man for 
the job,” Newcombe said. Fraser, 60, announced his retire- 
ment as captain Sunday, after 23 yeans in the post, following 
Australia’s 4-1 defeat by Germany in the Duesseldorf final. 
Roche was also the favourite for the job among the Australian 
tennis officials and players at the the final. Australian 
Associated Press (AAP) reported. Roche, who won the 


about it. I want to look at all the options before making a 
decision,'' said Rocbe, an Australian Davis Cup selector, who 
played m the competition between 1964 ana 1978. 
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Both vulnera ble. North deals. 
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Opening lead: Two of v 
The IRS would have loved Cardi- 
nal Morton. Henry Virs tax collec- 
tor. If a merchant lived well, it 
showed he was affluent and could 
afford to pay a high tax. If he lived 
frugally, he had to be saving large 
suras, and so he. too. could afford to 
be taxed heavily. Bridge players re- 
member the Cardinal because of the 


Morton's Fork Coup. 

South's suits were not good 
enough to introduce freely at the 
three-lev eL When North reopened 
the bidding, South first cue- bid as a 
general probe, then he bid the dia- 
mond suit and an excellent slam was 
reached. 

There would have been no prob- 
lem had declarer been able to estab- 
lish dummy’s spades. Declarer 
received the bad news after winning 
the trump lead in dummy, cashing 
the see of spades and ruffing a 
spade. Fortunately, the bidding had 
blueprinted an alternate path. 

Since the overcall marked East 
with the ace of duhs, declarer 
crossed to dummy with the king of 
hearts and led the ten of dubs. East 
was impaled on Morton’s fork. Ris- 
ing with the ace would present de- 
clarer with two chib tricks and! 
permit declarer to get home by ruff- 
ing a heart and a club in dummy, so 
East followed low. Declarer's queen 
won, the table's king of dubs disap- 
peared on the ace of hearts, and 
declarer crossmffed merrily, using 
the board's three trumps to ruff two 
dubs and a heart. At tbe end, declar- 
er had to concede a dub, but that 
was the only trick for tbe defense. 


MANILA (Agencies) — Lack- 
lustre performances marked 
the Asian Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Manila last week 
with sporting powers China. 
Japan and South Korea turning 
the meet into nothing more 
than a trial run for the Asian 
Games in 1994. 

A change in the schedule of 
the championships, held this 
year from Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 
might be necessary so the bien- 
nial competition will not lapse 
into irrelevancy, officials said. 

No new Asian records were 
set in the competition. The 
only new marks set were Asian 
Athletics Championships. 

A senior Philippine Athle- 
tics official said the Asian 
championships would have to 
find a way to refine its schedule 
because Asia's top track stars 
were timing to be at their peak- 
form for tne lucrative Grand 
Prix circuit in Europe. 

“If we don’t change, we will 
always get these athletes at the 


end of the season and the 
quality of the competition may 
be damaged as a result.” the 
official said. 

The Philippine Amateur 
Track and Field Association 
chief. Go Teng Kok. said 
Saturday that poor limes had 
been expected because Asian 
track stars had just finished 
competing in the world Cham- 
pionships in Stuttgart and the 
European Grand Prix circuit. 

“We bad no choice about 
the poor results, we knew all 
along that the athletes would 
not be at their best," Go said. 

China romped home with 23 
of the 41 golds on offer and 
their attirude was epitomised 
by Qu Yunxia. world record 
holder for the women's 1,500 
metre run. 

“I did not come here to 
break (world) records, just win 
(a gold) medal.” she said after 
easily blitzing the field to romp 
Jiome with the gold in the 
women's 3,000 metre run. 

Wang Junxia. world record 
holder for the women's 3,000 
metre and 10,000 metre run. 
off at an easy pace and still 
lapped almost every other run- 
ner in the field in the 10.000 
•metre race. 

Despite the lackadaisical 
effort of the Chinese, the gap 
between them and the rest of 
Asia remained huge. 

The next countries in the 
medals table. South Korea and 
Kazakhstan, trailed badly be- 
hind with only three golds 
apiece. 

Japan, on the other hand, 
has practically ignored the. 
championships. Team officials 
said Tokyo nas now made it a 
policy to just send its junior 
team to the Asian Athletics 
Championships to acquire 
competitive experience. 

The senior sefuad stayed 
home so their training regimen 
for the 1994 Asian &ames in 
Hiroshima would not dis- 
rupted. a Japanese official 
said. 


After winning 19 golds and 
emerging as the overall medal 
winner when Tokyo staged the 
championships in 1981. Japan 
won only two gold medals in 
Manila, the second medal was 
in the last event, the 4X400 
metre men's relays. 

“China has become very 
strong while we have gone 
down.” Yuko Maeda. a coach 
of the Japanese team. said. 

The next Asian Athletics 
championships are scheduled 
to be held in Jakarta from 
Sept. 21-24. 

Meanwhile. Wane, who has 
enjoyed unrivalled running 
success at an incredible spread 
this year, was voted Sports 
Personality of Ihe Year by Chi- 
na's sporting press Monday. 

Wang was selected ahead of 
heavyweight boxing champion 
evander Holyfield of the Un- 
ited States. Italian soccer star 
Roberto Baggio, British sprin- 
ter Linford Christie and Amer- 
ican tennis star Pete Sampras 
by the Sports Daily and the 
Five Rings magazine. 

Wang, 20. became the first 
woman to run the 10,000m in 
under 30 minutes in Beijing in 
September after winning the 
world title the following month 
in Stuttgart. 

Wang, who later won the 
World Marathon Cup in Octo- 
ber, broke the 10,000m record 
by a massive 42 seconds and 
also set _ a new record at 
3,000m. She also run the 
second-fastest 1.500m. 

She is coached by Ma Junren • 
at high altitude in the north- 
eastern province of Liaoning. 

“Ma's army” won golds at 
1,500m, and 10,000m in Stutt- 
gart and three weeks later set 
, world records at all three dis- 
tances. 

He says hard training at alti-. 
tude and a diet which includes 
turtle soup and an elixir made 
up of caterpillar fungus turns, 
his women into world-beaters. 

Many people have been un- 
. able to avoid the comparison, 
with East Germany which for 
20 years hid its drugs secrets 
behind the Berlin Wall. Now 
most of their fabulous women 
athletes and swimmers have 
been exposed as drugs cheats. 

China is now ready to share 
some of its envied secrets with 
the rest of the world. 

* A training centre scheduled 
to be set next year in Liaoning 
province will be open to fore- 
ign athletes, starting with other 
Asians, said Ma. 

"Top level runners from all 
Asia and the world will be 
welcome," said Ma. 

World athletics chief Primo 
Nebolo, attending the Manila 
games, said tests have dis- 
proved the doping charges. 

“Some peoply may be sur- 
prised at the good results, hut 
they are not surprising us." he 
said, adding that “die great 
surprise in me future of sports 
will be China.” which was 
close to 1.2 billion people and 
a sophisticated national sports 
programme. 


Niemann fast on Olympic track 


HAMAR, Norway (AFP) — 
broke the women’s 5,000m 


■ Gunda Niemann of Germany 
world record ar a World Cup 
re Monday when she timed 7min 


13.29 sec. She clipped 0.84sec off Dutchwoman Yvonne Van 
Gennip's previous best set at the 1988 Olympics in Calgary, 
Canada. It was the third world record set on tne 199 4 Olympic 
track. American Dan Jansen improved his 500m time with 
35.92sec to become the first man to break the 36sec barrier 
and Norwegian Johan Olav Koss broke his own 5,000m mark 
with a time of 6:35.53. 



FOR RENT 

Shmeisani, behind Arab Bank headquarters, 1st 
floor. With two bedrooms, guests room, sitting 
room, dining room, two bathrooms and telephone 
connection. Could be rented as a family house or 
for office use (furnished or unfurnished). 

Please call: Tel. No. 644878 
Mr. Karim (16 Hrs - 18 Hrs daily) 
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PARIS (AFP) — AC Milan 
gained the upper hand in the 
Italian League Sunday as they 
knocked Parma off top spot 
when a Florin Raducioiu goal 
earned them a 1-0 win over 
Torino. 

Ten-man Sampdoria, who 
drew 1-1 at Genoa with a 
David Plan equaliser a minute 
before the break, are now u 
point adrift of the defending 
champions. 

Cup Winners’ Cup cham- 
pions Parma are now two 
points behind Milan us thev 
slipped up 2-0 at AS Romaf 

Sampdoria were schocked 
after just 35 seconds when 
Gennaro Ruotolo scored for 
Genoa, though Platt pulled 
one back on the rebound fol- 
lowing Attilio Lombardo's ini- 
tial snot. 

Dutchman Ruud Guilt never 
got into this stride." but worse 
■for Sampdoria Roberto Man- 
cini was sent off in the 63rd 
minute for a violent tackle. 

Parma began the day on top 
on goal difference but were in 
trouble as soon as the 16th 
minute, when Antonio Comi 
opened the scoring. A second- 
half goal from Cappioli settled 
the result. 

Juventus stayed on top 
throughout a l-0"win over visi- 
tors Napoli, courtesy of defen- 
der Andrea Fonunato. who 
scored from more than 20 
yards in the 27th minute. 

However, there were inci- 
dents away from the pitch 
when seven people, including a 
policeman, were slightly In- 
jured in scuffles before and 
during the match. 

Inter Milan, who face Eng- 
land's Norwich in the UEFA 
Cup in midweek, won 3-1 at 
bottom-club Lecce. 

Dutchman Dennis Berg- 
kampf opened in the first half 
before three goals came in the 
final ten minutes, two from 
Inter's Russian forward Igor 
Shalimov. 

Lazio, still without English 
international Paul Gascoigne 
who is on the veree of a com- 
eback after • achiles tendon 
problem, drew I-I away with 
Atalanta. 

In Spain. Brazilian interna- 
tional Bebeto scored for De- 
portivo LA Coruna in their 14) 
win over Raring Santander to 
put them of the table. 

But Bebeto left in late — the 
92nd minute — before settling 
the issue. 

Barcelona, reduced to 10 
men. could only draw 2-2 
against Logrones in front of 
50,000 spectators at the Nou 
Camp Stadium. They dropped 
back a point behind La 


Coruna. 

With one eye on Wednes- 
day's Champions' League 
mulch against Monaco. Barce- 
lona failed to impress, particu- 
larly after the dismissal of 
Miguel Angel Nadal in the 
2(hh minute. 

Brazil's Romario and 
Ronald Koeman scored for 
Barcelona, while Oleg Salenko 
and Erana replied for the visi- 
tors. 

Atletico Madrid did well to 
force a 1-1 draw at Oviedo 
after Juan Vizcaino was sent 
off in the 55th minute, though 
Oviedo had Jorge Sabas sent 
off in the last minute. 

Real Madrid continued their 
mid season recovery as they 
beat Athletic Bilbao 2-1 Sun- 
day to move up to third spot. 

Eintracht Frankfurt finally 
fell from the top of the Ger- 
man championship following 
their fourth loss in a row — l-U 
at defending champions Wer- 
der Bremen. 

Eintracht are now second on 
goal difference and only two 
points now separate the first 
seven teams as the race for the 
title hots up. 

New Zealand striker Wyn- 
ton Rufer scored the only goal 
of the game ns Bremen ended a 
run of seven matches without 
victory in front of 25.000 spec- 
tators in the northern port 
town. 

Bayer Leverkusen's 1-1 
draw "with Bayern Munich was 
enough to move into top spot. 
Leverkusen's Rene Rydlewicz 
gave them hope of an outright 
win as he found the target' in 
the 52nd minute. But Bayern's 
Bumo Lnbbadia levelled the 
scores six minutes later in the 
Bavarian capital. 

The grumblings at Frankfurt 
can only now increase and 
couch Klaus Toppmoeller will 
be looking for success in 
Wednesday's UEFA Cup third 
round tie To divert attention 
from their terrible domestic 
form. Eintracht lead Spam's 
Deportivo La Coruna I-ft after 
the first lea. 

A ray of Tope for Frankfurt 
is the" expected return of 
Anthony Yehoah in the new 
year. Their Ghanaian striker, 
who had a knee operation, was 
the league's top scorer last 
season. 

Paris Saint Germain's first 
victorfv at Lille for nearly 20 
years helped them stay well 
clear at Ihe top of the French 
championship. 

Brazilian international Rui 
scored before the break and 
Xavier Gravelaine added 
another in injury time to break 
the long winless streak with 


CAR FOR SALE 

VW-Passat GL5/1 984/automatic gear/around 130 T km 
in good condition. 

New gear box, tyres, waterpump. oilpump and battery 
as well as brakes and transmission parts. 

Engine overhauled. 

Insurance paid until 5/94; duty unpaid 

For further information please call 669088 


their 2-0 win. 

Second-placed Bordeaux 
beat Le Havre 2-1 to remain 
four points adrift, but Monaco 
are now eight points behind 
the leaders Following their 2-1 
loss at Toulouse to an 89th 
minute goal. Marseille's 3-1 
win at Cannes moved them to 
third — a place above Monaco. 

PSG's George Weah beat 
two men before laying the ball 
off to David Ginola wide on 
the left. Ginola's cross found 
Rai. who made no mistake for 
the opening goal in the 34th 
minute. 

PSG. now unbeaten in their 
last eight away matches, had 
had 14 defeats and four draws 
in the northern French town 
till Rai upset the sequence. 

Bordeaux, as expeered. beat 
lowly Le Havre 2-1 as they 
retained their unbeaten home 
record. 

However Rolland Courbis 
had national matters on his 
mind over the weekend as he 
offered to take on the job of 
French national coach on a 
pay-per-win basis. 

Youri Djorkaeff went to the 
top of the goal scoring charts as 
he converted from the spot for 
10-man Monaco. His 38th mi- 
nute penalty brought his tally 
to 12. one more than Nicolas 
Ouedec of Nantes. 

But Monaco, who had to 
work hard after Caude Puei 
was sent off in the 15th minute 
for a professional foul, paid the 
price. 

Eric Lada equalised for 
Toulouse, ant? Michael Debe- 
ve hit the S9th minute winner 
in off the crossbar following 
good work by Anthony Ban- 
care I. 

Feyemoord went two points 
dear at the top of the Dutch 
League Sunday with a 1-1 draw 
at home to Utrecht. But should 
Ajax Amsterdam win at 
Heerenveen, they will climb up 
to pole position. 

Anderlecht kept four points 
of FC Brugge in the Belgium 


standings at, forth teams won- 
Anderlecht, ai-tinus nations! 
champions, ggpt Gent 2-L 
while FC jjhjjgc ousted RC 
Genk by a score. 

In Scotland, sinker Gordon 
Durie, GlatttuW Rangers* new 
£1 million (fj ,49 million) strik- 
er, hit the goals which catapu- 
lted ' the title holders into an 
undisputed 3 co«ish Premier 

Tottenham plav- 
. er showed tilitt Rangers' sub- 
stantial in\(io.>tiient might yet 
prove to lie’ll bargain with 
strikes in ir s dl half as the dia- 
pions won 2-4 at Motherwell. 

Dune's first goals for the 
club hoisted Rangers two 
[Mints clear of second-placed 
city arch-rivals Celtic, who 
beat St. Johnstone 1-0. and 
also Motherwell. 

Dune's debut strike arrived 
in the 37th minute alter a 
period of aimless play from 
both teams. Motherwell cap- 
tain Chris McCart misjudged u 
long ball and that was the 
invitation Durie needed to 
wrong-foot the ‘keeper and tap 
the ball into an empty net. ■ 

Rangers clinched victory 
when a smooth, intricate move 
in the 61st minute gave David 
Robertson space to roam on 
the left. He sent in a near-post 
cross and Durie was lurking to 
depsatch a glancing hewfcf 
into the net. - 

A Celtic substitution secured 
the points in a scrappy match 
against injury-hit St. John- 
stone. 

When Celtic brought on 
striker Frank McAvennie, 
Brian O'Neil was pushed wide 
on the right and his powerful, 
running cross set up the 
winner. 

Pat McG inlay was credited 
with the 68th minute eonl 
although Andy Rhodes 
appeared to have" the danger 
covered until a wicked deflec- 
tion took the ball away from 
him. 


Man. United boss 
signs new contract 


Rio de Janeiro 
Amman 
Amra Hotel 
6th Circle 



I < »ND( )N I AH’) - Manches- 
ter United b«iss Alev FergiiMin 
has become the hi chest -paid 
manager in BruMiJoiiihaU. 

His* reward tor winning ihe 
English title last season and 
guiding United into a !2-point 
iead iii this term's premiership 
is a new four-venr contract 
wmih more (him a million 
nouiKlv 

Che 5 1 -_\ car-old Scot, who 
has been at Old Trafford for 
seven years, rold the Mail On 
Stind.a newspaper: "I was 
\er\ happy to extend im 
agreement. 

"I don't know what the tu- 
uire holds, bur I'm certainly 
looking to end m\ managerial 
career with United. 

"These aie magnificent 
times tor the club and hope tal- 
i' we can build on the hare 
we‘\e created .uni bring the 
supporters c\cn moie suc- 
cess." 

Meanwhile. Howard Ken- 
dall was clearing out hK desk ai 
i-.\erion ami Mill refusing io 
explain the reasons lor his 
shock decision io resign js ihe 
prcmiciship side's manager 
Naim if:i\ . 

"It's an ctniKiou.il da\ lor 


me." said the 47-\ ear-old. 

T\e come in this morning b* 
clear up. which again is ut\ 
disappointing lor me. 

"But whafis more important 
is Everton Football Club, fin 
sure they'll be successful in the 
very near future." 

Former England and L : .\er- 
ton midfield player Peter Reid, 
who was sacked as Manchester 
City's manager earlier this sea- 
son. is the strong faxourile lo 
replace Kendall.' Reid is ctu- 
rently on Southampton's IvoU 
:is a 'player. 

Eve rttin Sunday named ie- 
serxe team boss Jimmy Gabriel 
as caretaker manager while 
they began their search lor a 
long-term replacement lor 
Kendall. 

Chairman IJ.i'id Marsh said: 
"The board or directors were 
as sin prised as e\ cry one else 
connected with the club in \li. 
Kendall's decision lo leave at 
this lime. 

"They would wish to place 
on record their appreciation 
and thanks to Howard uv Ink 
efforts over the iwo leinis ol 
his manager slup io bring ihe 
success io the club that all 

i:\ertomaiis crate. 


TO LET 

Fully furnished, 2 bedroom-flat, ground floor. Kitchen, 
bathroom, telephone, central heating, car park, T.V. 
Location: Shmeisani, Tyche area. 

Tel. 601795 


MODERN, FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
guest room, glassed veranda, tel., separate central 
heating. First floor - 2nd Circle. 

Please call 69B835 - 812132 


. . . _ FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment in Abdoun area, consisting of three 
bedrooms (one can be used as an office), dining room, salon, 
kitchen (fully equipped with dishwasher, dryer, washing 
machine and various household appliances) and maid's 
room. 

Telephone, television and video available with central 
antenna. 

The apartment is in a first class building located in the fourth 
floor with breathtaking view. 

24 hour doorman is available. 

Rent JD 10,000 non-negotiable. 

Interested, plea* call 822288 



Cbwmf 


TeL: 6774201 [Cinema 


Tel,; 699238 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE LINE C? FIRE 

Shows: !2:30. 3:30. 6:15, fc30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
For Ever Young 

Sums: 1230. 3:30, 6:15. &30. 1030 


MADONNA 


BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, S, 6:30. 8:30, 1030 


Tel.: 675571 

AI Mashlnl Theatre 


presents a .play t 

AI HIT! 


ititled: 

Nfuron 


A pcu-is; pciucid comedy 
Aciors; Afceer isss. Daau? Jalajel, 

Hassan At Sheer. Fuad Stomal! 
In addition to other comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 . 
Tickets are sold all .day 


Nabll %-HfSharifs Td - : 625155 


The political comeay 


Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis avslftblo 
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Syria gives early boost 
to Christopher’s mission 

Israel welcomes Syrian offer to 
help trace missing Israeli soldiers 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria’s goodwill gesture to help 
find missing Israeli soldiers 
gave U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher an early 
boost on his mission to revive 
peace raiics between the two 
enemies. 

Israel Monday welcomed the 
gesture but said it would have 
to wait and see if Syria had 
concrete information to offer. 

“It is an important 
humanitarian gesture and I 
welcome it," said Mr. 
Christopher on Sunday after 
emerging from four hours of 
talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

Mr. Christopher, who 
travelled to Amman Monday 
for talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, returns Thurs- 
day to Damascus for another 
meeting with Mr. Assad after 
consultations in Israel with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

He described his talks with 
Mr. Assad as “long, detailed 
and quite intense and 
constructive.’' 

“I felt there was a strong 
desire on the part of President 
Assad to move forward with 
the peace process,” Mr. 
Christopher added. 

U.S. officials have said Mr. 
Christopher was carrying fresh 
proposals to revitalise the 
tsraeli-Syrian negotiations. 

Syria offered to help a U.S. 
congressional team, which is 
expected to arrive here and in 
Beirut next month, in 
determining the fate of six 
Israeli soldiers who have gone 
missing in Lebanon since 1982. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
official told AFP in Beirut last 
week that Israeli airman Ron 
Arad, whose plane was shot 
down by Palestinian guerrillas 
in Lebanon in 1986, was "alive 
and detained by Syrian or 
Iranian intelligence services.” 

Mr. Christopher is to brief 
Mr. Rabin Tuesday on the 
results of his talks in Damascus 
on Sunday. 

The Synan-Israeli talks have 
been suspended since Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) signed a 
peace accord on Sept. 13. 

Mr. Rabin praised the 
Syrian offer to help dear up 
the fate Israeli soldiers missing 
in Lebanon. 

"I was very pleased with the 
U.S. initiative on missing 
persons. And I attach great 
importance to it," Mr. Rabin 
said. "It is a great step forward 
in parallel with our contacts 
with the PLO on this matter.” 

The Syrian pledge gave Mr. 
Christopher an early boost on 
his mission to coax Syria and 
Israel back to the negotiating 
table in Washington. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said, "I believe that the 
negotiations will resume next, 
month, but the definitive reply 
will be brought to us by 
Christopher.” 

Mr. Christopher handed a 
message to Mr. Assad from 
President BQ1 Clinton, which 
said that the United States was 
pursuing its efforts towards a 
just ana comprehensive peace 
m the Middle East. 

Syria has repeatedly called 
for a comprehensive peace and 
denounced the PLO for 
making a separate peace 
initiative when it signed the 
autonomy accord with Israel in 


September. 

Mr. Assad's spokesman, 
Gebrane Kourieh, told AFP 
that Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Christopher discussed the 
“best means to make the peace 
process advance.” Mr. Assad 
welcomed U.S. efforts to 
revive the peace process and its 
commitment to a 
comprehensive and just peace, 
the spokesman said. 

Syria expressed its desire to 
cooperate with Washington to 
achieve results in both Syria's 
and Lebanon’s negotiations 
with Israel, he said. 

Lebanon said it had no 
information on Israeli 
servicemen missing in the 
country since rhe 1980s. 

“Until now we as a state 
have no information on the 
Israeli captives in Lebanon... 
including the Israeli pilot (Ron 
Arad),” Foreign Minister Faris 


Yemen all but split in 
two again — minister 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — A 
political crisis between 
northern and southern Yemen 
has redivided the country, 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Basandawah 
warned Monday. 

“There is an unannounced 
split,” he told the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper AI 
Khaleej. 

“The only thing left is to 
declare the split. But so far, 
they are embarrassed to do so 
although, unfortunately, they 
are practising it,” said the 
foreign minister, without 

naming nam es. 

“Wfien, God forbid, such a 
split is officially announced, I 
would not be surprised that 
some countries recognise the 
party which declares the 
secession and becomes a 
state.” 

Yemen was reunited in May 
1990 after more than three 
centuries of separation. 

But the merger faces 
political obstacles which have 
led to the current rift between 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
of the north and Vice President 
Ali Salem Al Beedh of the 
south. 

In a bid to defuse the crisis. 


Mr. Saleh said Sunday that he 
accepted 18 of Mr. Beedh’s 
demands for changes in the 
running of the country and 
called for talks to work out a 
timetable to implement the 
reforms. " 

Mr. Beedh i has said he was 
ready to end his boycott of the 
authorities in Sanaa if Mr. 
Saleh agreed to withdraw 
troops from major cities, step 

? ) measures to stabilise 
emen and decentralise the 
government 

Asked what Yemen would do. 
to prevent either side from 
seceding, Mr. Basandawah 
said: “We have not yet thought 
of any effort because we still 
dream of the continuation of 
unity. 

"Secession would amount to 
a crime against our people and 
homeland, and it would 
undermine the greatest dream 
of our people. If this happens, 
history will never forgive the 
perpetrators." 

Mr. Basandawah said the 
United States and other 
industrial countries were 
supporters of Yemen's unity 
because separation would 
serve a blew to democracy. 


Algerian kidnap suspect 
shot dead in battle 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An Alge- 
rian extremist wanted for the 
kidnapping of three French 
consular workers in October 
was killed in a shootout which 
left a police officer wounded in 
central Algiers on Monday, 
police said. 

Mohammad Guezmir, 24, 
killed after a policeman spot- 
ted him aboard a bus near the 
main police station, police 
said. 

The policeman ordered the 
bus driver to stop and called 
for reinforcements. Realising . 
he was trapped, Mr. Guezmir 
took a young woman passenger 
hostage and shot at police 
officers, wounding one. 

The gunman was killed as he 
tried to get off the bus. 

Mr. Guezmir was one of the 
prime suspects in the kidnap-/ 
ping on Oct. 24 of three French 
diplomatic staff, who were 
freed by security forces at the- 
end of that month. 

One of the three, Michele 
Thevenot, had been given a 
message from the Aimed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA) movement 


warning foreigners that they 
had a month to leave the coun- 
try or “face sudden death.” 

Mr. Guezmir was a neigh- 
bour of Ms. Thevenot, her 
husband Jean-Claude and 
Alain Fressier, the three con- 
sular workers, who were 
abducted near the garage of 
their apartment block. 

With Mr. Guezmir’s death, 
tiie GIA lost one of its main 
leaders, police said. 

Police were still looking 
Monday for other snspects 
named as Si Ahamad Mourad, 
29, known as Djaffar Afghani, 
the current leader of the GIA, 
dJabri Rachid, 28, and Berraf- 
ta Aissa, 34. 

Two foreigners, a Russian 
woman and a Spanish man, 
have been killed since that 
ultimatum expired at midnight 
on Nov. 30, while an Italian 
businessman was wounded in 
an attack here on Satuiday. 

Earlier Monday, suspected 
extremists shot dead the pres- 
iding judge of the court in the 
west Algerian city of Orana, 
local legal officials said. 


Bouez told reporters. 

“During the events in 
Lebanon (the 1975-90 dvil 
war) state organs were absent. 
A lot of events took place 
which the state until now could 
not famili arise itself with to 
know their background,” Mr. 
Bouez said. 

In the late 1970s, Syria 
returned to Israel 42 Israeli 
prisoners of war, most of them 
pilots, who had been captured 
m the 1973 Arab- Israeli war as 
well as the bodies of several 
Israeli soldiers. . 

In 1985, Israel and the 
Palestinians exchanged 

prisoners at the Israeli-Synan 
border in an operation 
overseen by Syrian military 
officials. 

Mr. Christopher said Syria 
had also decided to grant exit 
visas to Syrian Jews who want 
to travel abroad. According to 
U.S. estimates, it will affect 
between S00 and 850 Jews 
from the 130-strong 
community. 

The official press here made 
no mention of the Syrian offers 
but it gave wide coverage 
Monday to the message from 
President Clinton to Mr. Assad 
reaffirming Washington's 
determination to push forward 
thepeaoe process. 

Ushrin daily said that 
despite repeated U.S. pledges 
“there is no peace yet in the 
region and U.N. Security 
Council (Iand-for-peace) 
resolutions have not been 
implemented.” 

U.S. credibility was at stake, 
it said, unless Washington 
secured a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

“Syria is not asking for 
miracles. What Israel (alls 'a 
tough Syrian position’ is only a 
request to put an end to the 
occupation of the Golan to 
allow Syrians to go back to 
their homes there, it added. 

Israel wants Syria first to 
commit itself to a frill peace 
with diplomatic relations and 
open borders before saying 
how much of the Golan 
Heights it will withdraw from. 


S. African 
reform bid 
remains 
stalled 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
President F.W. de Klerk 
warned opponents Monday 
they would be foolish to 
boycott national elections as 
time was running out for them 
to join in reforms. 

But conservative blacks and 
whites grouped in the Freedom 
.Alliance failed again Monday 
"to come to terms with Mr. de 
Klerk and the African National 
Congress (ANC). 

Freedom Alliance nego- 
tiators met with government 
and ANC officials Monday but 
refused to commit themselves 
to the Transitional Executive 
Council, a multi-racial gov- 
erning body formed to help run 
the county until elections. Its 
first meeting is Tuesday, and 
the government and ANC had 
hoped Monday's private talks 
would lead to a breakthrough. 

The Freedom Alliance was 
holding out for promises of 
stronger regional autonomy 
under the new government to 
be elected in April 1994. 

“They refuse to give a com- 
mitment. Unless they give a 
commitment, it is pointless.” 
ANC Secretary General Cyril 
Ramaphosa told reporters af- 
ter the meeting. “If they want 
to take the process forward, 
then they will come back to 
us.” 

"I don’t know whether they 
(Freedom Alliance members) 
are serious about finding a 
solution.” said Dawie de Vil- 
Jiers, a top negotiator for the 
governing Nanonal Party. 

Freedom Alliance members 
said they would report back to 
their leaders, who would meet 
as early as Tuesday to make a 
final decision. The alliance's 
chief negotiator. Rowan 
Cronje. made it clear the 
group realised time was cri- 
tical. 

The ANC and government 
will proceed with reforms with- 
out the alliance's participation 
but have been trying to bring 
all groups into the process, 
saying this is the best way to 
ensure a peaceful transition to 
democracy. 

The alliance, which includes 
the Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party and several white, 
pro-apartheid groups, is united 
... uppii>i:,\.u io the ANC, 
the expected leader of the next 
government. 



RESISTANCE: Palestine boys watch an older comrade throw- 
ing stones with a slingshot at Israeli forces daring dashes that 
erupted in a Jerusalem refugee camp Monday (AFP photo) 

Four killed in occupied lands 


(Continued from page 1) 

man Aharon Domb said. 

He said three children were 
lightly wounded in the attack 
that occurred at about 18:150 
(16:15 GMT). 

The latest deaths brought to 
13 the number of Israelis Killed 
by Pales tinians since the Sept. 
13. autonomy deal, and 31 
Palestinians slain by Israeli 
bullets in the same period. 

Palestinian fundamentalists 
killed two Israelis and wound- 
ed two others when their car 
also broke down last Wednes- 
day near the West Bank town 
of El Bireh. 

Meanwhile, Israeli under- 
cover troops shot dead a mem- 
ber of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) in front of 
his home in die occupied West 
Bank on Monday, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Abdul Rahman Aruri was 
killed in Arura village north of 
Ramallah, the sources said. 

He was among more than 
400 Palestinians expelled to 
Lebanon on Dec. 17, 1992. 
repatriated on Jan. 23. He 
spent several months in jail. 

Arari’s death brought to 
1,148 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed by Israeli gunfire 
since the intifada began in 
Dec. 1987, according to an 
AFP toll. 

The military leader of 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip, Tmarf 
Akel, was shot dead by Israeli 
forces on Nov. 24, sparking 
violent protests. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) main- 
stream Fateh movement urged 
the Israeli government to dis- 
continue its "iron-fist policy^ 
in the occupied territories. 
Fateh demanded Israel dis- 
band its undercover units and 
call off the hunt for wanted 
activists. 

Fateh urged Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to "disband the 
death and killing units or 
undercover units” and publicly 
to condemn the killin g of 
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers, 
settlers and undercover units. 


On Monday, Israeli police 
arrested about 100 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories in 
the Tel Aviv area. 

The Palestinians, whose resi- 
dence permits were not in 
order, were liable for fines of 
400 shekels ($130) each and 48 
hours’ detention. 

The army also stepped up 
checks on Palestinians entering 
Israel after a bus attack near 
Tel Aviv by a member of the 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad 
group. 

The assailant, from the 
Jabalya refugee camp in the 


Gaza Strip, nad managed to 
infiltrate Israel armed with an 
assault rifle and kill a bus 
passenger before he was shot 
dead by a soldier. 

Huge traffic jams built up 
around Jerusalem as the army 
carried out strict identity 
checks and searched cars. 

The Gaza Strip and West 
Bank were paralysed by a 
strike Monday called by the 
Islamic Jihad to mark sixth 
anniversary of the intifada. 

The army captured 24-year- 
old Ahmad Aref, a wanted 
member of the PLO military 
wing on the Gaza Strip, at the 
Shatti refugee camp, witnesses 
said, - . 

Amid the tightened security, 
the chairman of the parliamen- 
tary committee of defence 
said, however, that he opposed 
a ban on entering Israel, de- 
spite Sunday’s bus attack. 

Fateh threatened retaliation 
Monday for attacks on Palesti- 
nians by soldiers and settlers. 

The threat, issued by the 
office of Faisal Hnsseini, 
Fateh's head for the West 
Bank, said “terrorist action by 
settlers... and represaon of the 
Palestinian population by the 
army” were in violation of the 
Isxaeli-PLO peace deal and 
“seriously threaten the peace 
process.’’ 

Fateh called on the govern- 


ment to condemn the lolling of 
Palestinians, to disarm settlers 
and disband special army units 
who have tracked down mili- 
tants. 


Arafat evasive on economy accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

In the meantime, they say, 
Jordan has a genuine concern 
and cause to nave a say in tbe 
monetary and banking affairs 
of the Palestinian territories. 

"After all the Jordanian di- 
nar is in circulation there, and 
any uncoordinated currency 
moves could reflect badly on 
Jordan,” said a senior official. 
"We cannot just sit our arms 


folded and wait impassively to 
let things take their own 
course.” 

Unconfirmed reports said 
Mr. Arafat had summoned 
Mohammad Zuhdi Nashashibi, 
head of the PLO’s Economic 
Department, to Amm an to 
look closer into the draft eco- 
nomic accord. Senior PLO 
sources could not confirm the 
reports, but one of them said: 
"That means more delay in 
finalising the document.” 


Deputies level more criticism 


(Continued from page 1) 

The government also re- 
ceived criticism for increasing 
by 50 per cent the salaries of 
Cabinet members at a Him- 
when, deputies said, such 
raises should have gone to civil 
servants and members of the 
Armed Forces. 

Tbe need to support the 
Aimed Forces was emphasised 
by deputies who opposed the 
government and those who in- 
dicated they would support it. . 

“I praise the government’s 
policy statement that calls for 
strengthening democracy,” 
Ajloun Deputy Ahmad Al 
Qudat said. 

The policy statement of the 
government and the ability of 
its members were praised by 
deputies who said the state- 
ment was comprehensive and 
the ministerial team able. 

"The Speech from the 
Throne is a policy statement 
that any government will be 
honoured to make its program- 


me ... the prime minister is a 
man of principles," said deputy 
Nader Thuheirat (Al Kura’a), 
who spoke after Ms. Faisal, 
who said the Cabinet hid be- 
hind the popularity of the King 
when it adopted the speech as 
its policy statement. 

Mr. Thuheirat and other de- 
puties demanded that the gov- 
ernment pay more attention to 
the agricultural sector and pro- 
vide more services to- their 
constituencies. 

More than 30 deputies are 
expected to take the floor be- 
fore the House ends its debate 
of a vote of confidence in the 
government, which will have to 
fight hard before it wins the 
expected narrow margin of 
support from the House. 

The House will resume its 
session Tuesday. Vote is not 
expected before Wednesday 
after the government responds 
to the demands of deputies, 
many of whom said their vote 
will depend ou the govern- 
ment s response to the issues 
they raised. 



Tabloids say 
Charles wants , 
a divorce 

LONDON jpR) — Princess Di- ^ 
ana’s decision to bow out of : i 
public life dominated Britain’s 
royalty-obsessed tabloid news- * 
papers for a third successive 
day Monday with reports that 
her estranged husband Prince 
Charles wants a divorce. Ocher 
reports said Queen Elizabeth 
had derided that heir to the 
throne Prince dudes, 45. . . 
should step aside and pass on 
tbe crown, to his eldest son . 
William, 11. when her reign 
ends. Still others said Princess ’ 
Diana’s period of self-imposed i 
exile from public life. 1 
announced last Friday, would 
end in about six months time 
and that she was already map- - 
ping out a “dynamic new-tole” ** 
ror nerself on. the international • 
stage. “Charles -is set to push 
for quickie divorce,” said the ' 
Daily Mirror’s headline. > 
“Charles set for divorce." said . 
the Daily Express while To- • ' 
day's version was “Charles: I - T 
want a divorce." The newspap- 
ers said the -prince had trad 
close aides that he was- deter- : 
mined to end his stormy 12- 
year marriage to Princess Di- 
ana, 32. Today said the first 
possible date would be Dec. 9. ' 
1994 when the couple wiQ have . . 
been officially separated for. 
two years. “Top royal sources 
said that die prince has told 
(Queen Elizabeth) that there 
will definitely be no reconcilia- 
tion with Diana,” Today said. 
“The queen has been left with . 


little alternative but to say Yes’ : 
to divorce when the time is *■ - ■ > 
right.” These sources, said - 
Charles planned to reign with-.. 7 - -. 
out Princess Diana bat had no 

plans to remarry. Public bpra- 

ion polls show most Britons ^ - ~r" 
believe he should divorce and * ?.> 

six out of 10 believe he should ^ c - 

become king, whether or not 
he gets a divorce. But the mass 
circulation Sun newspaper said 
in a front-page report that. 

"Prince Wilaam will be. the 
next king instead of Charts ff \ 
the queen has her way.” flstfd ‘ 
the move would be ,u*rone- — • 
cedented in British rotorais- 
tdfy bur could win the smnt 
of the public, many of wfoin 1 
blame Prince Chanes for. the 
break-up with Princess Diana. 

Gym owner dentes 1 
photos drove Diana *5* 
into retreat 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — Ion- : 
don gym owner Bryce Taylor - 
denied here Monday that his • 
secret photographs of Princess .. . 

Diana working out in a footard . .. 
were the final straw which 
forced her to quit the public 
limelight. "I certainly don’t 
feel my actions were the reason 
Princess Diana decided to 
withdraw from public view,” . 

Mr. Taylor told Television 
New Zealand's (TVNZ) 

Holmes Show. He said Prin- 
cess Diana had been in various- ; 
scraps before and he did not, 
for a moment, believe -his • 
photos were the last straw. 

Over the weekend Princess Di- 
ana said she would not be 
making as many public appear- : ' • ; 

ances, citing her continued ex- “ * !\i *• 1 
posure in the British media as . . 
among the reasons for with- • 


drawing. Mr. Taylor, a New ». 
■Zealander who has returned 
home, said there were "hidden : r 
agendas” within the -royal ■ 
family that were behind the * 
withdrawal. Bui he now admits 
some regret over what has hap- 
pened since. The aftermatir 
bad surpassed expectations, - 
with extensive law suits how 
involved. “I do have regrds 
because of the aftermath, ho* 
necessarily because of what I 
did, but I do apologise to my 
family and close mends who’ 
have had to Rut up with a krt of „ 
flak." Mr. Taylor said dw) 

“long and boring” law case In ^ 
which Princess Diana was 
suing him could take several 
years and she could win. with- 
out going to court. 

'Black baby’ born 
to Chinese couple 

BEIJING (AFP) — A shocked 
Chinese couple has given birth 
to a "black baby.” confound- 
ing doctors and genetic ex- 


couple in a village of Attfi 
County in China's southeast- 
ern Jiangxi province. thc Zhu* 
hai Special Zone Dally said* 
“According to the parent 
(who are both yellow), there 
was nothing about 
born that was different ftoft*. 
normal child,” It saht.- ^They 
did not imagine that a moot® 
later, the child would start® 
gradually turn black,” 
for reddish iiair and ydjQ* 
palms and feet, the fottMV 
is totally black, making' hire > 
“yellow person with Wttk 
skin,’* the paper said. ;' 







